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Editor's Note
I have had to have a think about the content of the newsletters with regard to show
results. It has concerned me that because there are now so many shows with Ryeland
classes I don't have the room to give them the space they deserve. Indeed sometimes
there are so many show results that I have had to omit other regular features. Therefore, and with Council’s approval, I am only going to publish in the newsletter the
results of shows which qualify for Percy Wear points which are the National Show,
Devon County, Royal Cornwall, Royal Bath & West, Royal Three Counties, Stafford
County, Great Yorkshire, Royal Highland, Cumberland County, the Royal Welsh and
Pembrokeshire County plus Show and Sales ( ie Ludlow and Carlisle).
The remainder will appear in the Show Supplement. This has been made possible
because of the efforts of Alison Robinson and Jack Williams in publishing the excellent
supplement which will include as many shows as they can accommodate. Therefore in
future could you please let me have the results and pictures for the shows mentioned
above and Alison and Jack the rest. Or if it is easier let me have them all and I will pass
on the relevant show results to Alison and Jack. It’s always great to also have a picture
of the champion (with details of who is on the picture).
Many of you will know that Richard Wear has been poorly. Following chest pains he
was diagnosed with a melanoma in one of his heart chambers and has had this
successfully removed. The family were pleased to report that his time in hospital was
not wasted as he used his time proof reading a livestock schedule and reading Ryeland
meeting matters!. We we wish him a speedy recovery.
Our thoughts go out to the family of Jana Peach who sadly died this year. Many of you
knew her and she was a lovely lady.
If you would like your flock to feature on a member profile I would love to hear from
you or indeed if you have any suggestions for items you would like to see included.
In the meantime I hope you all had a successful lambing. See you at the shows.
Lin Whittall
Ryeland Editor
RFBS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Saturday, 6th May 2017
Cafe Ambio, Junction 36 Auction Centre, Crooklands, Milnthorpe, Cumbria,
LA7 7FP.
Details are still to be finalised at the time of going to press, but if you are interested in attending please contact Dot Tyne on 01758 721739 email
info@ryelandfbs.com

Chairman’s Report

Council Members

President, Chairman - Tony Moore
Having taken over from Carole in October
Vice President - Stephen Hipps
as acting Chairman, I was formally elected
President Elect - Jane Pinches
at the January Council meeting to be
CRC Representative - Andy McVicar
Chairman of the Society until the annual
elections for officers at the April Council
North of England
meeting. Also at the January meeting Caz
Stephen Hipps (co-opted), Alison RobBateman was elected as Vice Chairman for
inson, Matt Pink, Alf Pink
the same duration. John Whittall continWales
ues as your Deputy Vice Chairman. Council
John Donovan, Simon Gilbert, Pam
agreed to co-opt the current Vice PresiBateman
dent, Stephen Hipps, onto the Council, as
Scotland his term of office finishes at the AGM, and
Central & Southern hence he would otherwise lose his place
Richard Wear, David Duggan, Susan
on Council. Stephen has done a lot for the
Quigley, Jane Pinches, Steve Gray, Tony
Society over the years, and especially durMoore, Carole Shaw, Greg Shaw, John
ing the last two years whilst a Council
Whittall (Deputy Vice Chair)
member, and we are pleased that he will
continue on Council.
Regional Representatives The main topics discussed at the January
Carol Bateman (Vice Chair, Mid, W. & S.
meeting were the annual accounts for
Wales)
presentation to the auditors, and the draft
Jill Gray (Yorkshire)
budget for the year. The accounts will be
Margaret Wear (South West England)
published with the AGM paperwork once
Stuart Reich (Northern England)
audited. Reports were received from the
Greg Shaw (North Wales & Mercia)
Regional Committee representatives (with
Jack Williams (Hereford & the Marches)
approval of co-options of new members),
and from the sub-committee chairmen (Coloured Ryeland, Genetics, Fleece Yarn and
Merchandising, Office / Working, Judging Standards).
The AGM is to be held at the Cafe Ambio, Junction 36 Market, Kendal (just off Jn 36 of
the M6) on Saturday May 6th. Lunch will be provided prior to the meeting.
The proposal to have Show Supplements as an annual feature, freeing up space within
the newsletters, was accepted. Please forward show results (with photos if possible)
to Lin Whittall, Alison Robinson or Jack Williams through the season so that they can
be easily compiled for these publications. Percy Wear point show results should go to
Lin and the rest to Alison or Jack.
The flock books for 2016 are being prepared – total registration numbers were 2763,
compared to 2775 in 2015 and 2399 in 2014.
The Society has been represented at a new NSA sheep breed initiative meeting by two
of the Council members from the Hereford / Marches Region, and Council agreed that
the Society should support this marketing project.

Here’s a reminder of other dates for your diaries - The 2017 RFBS National Show will
be held at Tenbury Wells once again; the date is Saturday 5th August; let’s hope we
have a great turnout again. The Show and Sale at Ludlow will be on Saturday 26th
August, and the Northern Show and Sale at Carlisle is likely to be held on Saturday 16th
September, the date is yet to be confirmed. Negotiations are underway for a new RFBS
Show and Sale at York in September – watch this space.
It just remains for me to wish you all success with your lambing, and I look forward to
meeting you at events throughout the year.
Tony Moore.
Chairman.

Herefordshire & the Marches Region Report
Our region had a very successful Christmas dinner in December. Santa was able to take
time out of his very busy schedule to pay us a visit, bringing gifts for all. We also had a
very entertaining after dinner speech from Alan Grosvenor.
In January we held our AGM when the following were elected - Steve Gray Chairman, David Duggan - Vice Chairman, John Whittall - Treasurer, Dorothy Hill Meetings Secretary, and Lin Whittall - Social and Membership Secretary. The remainder of our Committee comprises Doreen Smillie-Gray, Sue Quigley, Zoe Unwin and
Jack Williams.
In January we sent out lambing record books to all our regional members and these
seem to have been well received.
Plans for various events are in the pipeline, the first of which will be a farm visit in
April/May. We will email or post the details to all our members but if you know you
would like to be included please phone me to register your interest.
Our annual regional show at Bromyard will take place on Sunday 25th June. This is very
much aimed at the novice competitor as well as those with more experience and is a
great day out. We try to incorporate workshops into the day and the show organisers
always look after us very well.
We also plan to have a Judges Workshop in our area and details will be emailed as and
when we have sufficient interest.
Do let Doreen Smillie-Gray
(dsg.oakberrow@gmail.com or 01531 640102) know if you would like to be included.
If anyone in our region has any ideas for events please let one of our Committee
members know.
Lin Whittall
01584 831578

South West Region Report
The SW Ryeland Group held a business Committee meeting in mid-December to
review our finances and plan an outline of activity for the first part of 2017.
We have spent all of our 2016 allowance from the central fund on promotional
activities in the SW during the year, but still have the Region’s start-up allowance
broadly untouched. Ryeland membership in the South West has increased by a third
during 2016, and the promotional activity has played an important part. The Region
has also been successful in raising funds through making modest charges for training
activities, and these are available to support to support SW activities during 2017.
Our first such event of 2017 was a lambing workshop, which took place on February
26th at Little Torrington. We were fortunate again to have the services of Jennifer
Marsh, a SW RFBS member and qualified Veterinarian, who has generously given her
time to help improve skills and understanding amongst our newer members. Our
morning theory session in the Village Hall was interrupted by a call from the lambing
barn, and we quickly relocated to the nearby Greenfield Flock at South Hole Farm, to
enable our 15 participants witness the birth of a strapping male lamb. Everyone got the
opportunity to watch the process from water-bag to delivery, and to talk through the
various stages and discuss contingencies should things not go to plan. We then left the
proud mother, and returned to a working lunch, for Jennifer’s very thorough presentation on lambing theory. Prior to the meeting, all attendees had received 5 Blogs,
discussing how to prepare the ewes and the facilities in the months leading up to
lambing.
Just one day cannot cover
all the eventualities, but
aims to give newer members a sufficient understanding to approach
lambing with more confidence, and to judge when
to call for professional assistance. It also offers an
excellent social forum,
where newer members can
meet and share experiences in an informal environment.

Attendees at the recent Lambing Day, organised by the
South West Regional Committee and hosted by Stephen
Ramsden.

The Committee has agreed
in principle, that we would
like to repeat our successful promotional activity at
the Royal Cornwall Show,

with a Breed Stand costing £102, and a formal proposal will be advanced in due course.
We also plan to participate with a Breed Stand at the NSA Sheep South West, costing
£100. This two-day event takes place close to the M5 near Tiverton on June 20th, and
should attract a wide public.
To ensure we present a professional face for the breed at these and other events, we
have purchased a set of Nobo portable display boards to which we can attach appropriate display material.
We are pleased to record that the Rockcombe Flock has agreed to host a Judge
Training workshop at the Dagger’s holding in Clutton near Bristol. A date will be agreed
shortly for this, our second workshop, and we hope to be able to qualify more Council
Approved show judges to help increase our Regional coverage.
We have agreed to organise a workshop aimed at introducing newer members to the
dark arts of showing, which the Stembridge Flock have agreed to host, just off the
Somerset Levels. Hosts Steve and Liz Rowe will share their expertise in trimming and
preparation, whilst John Mills will discuss selection of sheep for showing, and ring
etiquette. A date to suit the 2017 showing season will be announced in due course.
Stephen Ramsden

Northern England Regional Report
A 'Social Gathering' was held on 7th January 2017 at Stoneybeck Inn, Bowscar, Penrith.
This gave members a great opportunity to meet fellow breeders and enthusiasts over
lunch and have an enjoyable get together.
As I write this we are in the process of seeking a further 6 committee members to join
our group. Application forms will be sent to all members in our area by Dot Tyne and
should be returned by 31st March 2017. Any members who are interested in joining
the committee and want to know more please get in touch as soon as possible. This is
your opportunity to become involved and represent your region.
We are currently organising our region’s events for this year including the Regional
Points And Junior Trophies along with arrangements for a Shearing Demo, Educational
events/ BBQ social to be held in Cumbria, Lancashire and the North East. We welcome
members to come forward if they would like to host an event, recommend guest
speakers/specialists who could assist or even be willing to hold a 'Flock visit' no matter
how big or small (as visits could be combined with other members if necessary). This
is your opportunity to become involved and assist with making events happen in your
part of the region. We look forward to hearing from you all.

I would like to thank the group for what has been achieved during our first year and
hope that it will continue to grow throughout the region with support from our
members.
Joanne Fisher
Chairman

Yorkshire Regional Report
We have had a few changes to our committee and we are pleased to announce that
Malcolm Dodsworth has joined us. The committee members now are: Chairman Jeannie Scott, Vice Chairman - Matthew Pink, Treasurer – Judith Jackson, Secretary –
Judith Heels, Council Representative – Jill Gray, Show Secretary – Pam Rothwell, Gill
Pink and Malcolm Dodsworth.
The Yorkshire Ryeland Group Stockmanship day will take place on Sunday 30th April at
Middle Park Farm , Pickhill, near Thirsk, kindly hosted by Mr and Mrs Philip Tyler who
are providing a hog roast. Arrive 10am for tea and coffee; the programme will start
promptly at 10.30.
Topics to be covered will include nutrition, genetics, foot trimming, ear tagging, halter
training, show preparation (carding and trimming) and young handler classes. There
will also be a display of Ryeland wool products and a raffle.
The Annual BaaBQ will be held on Sunday 4 June, details will be sent in our regional
newsletter.
Judith Heels

North Wales & Mercia Report
The North West region has got off to a slow start, but we now have a ‘growing’
committee, and Carole & Greg are thankfully continuing to guide us through the set up
process.
It had been intended to hold a meeting in January, but unfortunately January came &
went…! By the time this goes to press we WILL have held our committee meeting, and
hopefully we’ll have a few more plans in place.
Our region covers a huge area, which causes some problems when arranging any get
together. A large proportion of our members (including me!) are fairly new to keeping
sheep but we are all keen to learn together and we have some fabulous experienced
Ryeland breeders who have been very helpful to me & I’m sure to many others as well.
With this in mind I have arranged a ‘workshop & social day’ for May 7th, which will be
held at my home in Cheshire, which is conveniently situated not far off the M6
between Knutsford & Macclesfield.

The full programme so far is:
Workshop to be held at Ivy Farm, Common Lane, Snelson, Macclesfield SK11 9BJ, on
May 7th
9.30 arrival, breakfast provided plus ‘coffee & cake’ breaks through the day…
10am start with workshops covering breed standards, selection of show sheep, show
preparation, halter training, injection technique (vet in attendance), nutritional advice
from a top feed manufacturer, plus ( if members are bringing their children) ‘young
shepherd ‘ training & a competition if they are keen!
The day will end with a late lunch / early supper- for those who don’t have to rush
home – at our local pub (The Dog at Over Peover) at 4pm – & they do one of the
best Sunday Lunches you can get! I have provisionally booked 20 places, but need to
confirm this & pay a deposit at least a month before, so I will need a reply by the end
of March.
Thank you to all those who have offered their expertise – it is much appreciated. Full
details will be sent to all the region’s members in March, and anyone is welcome
whatever region they are in. It would be ideal for anyone attending the previous day’s
AGM in Carlisle to call in on their way home (if they are coming from the South) even
just to say ‘hello’ & have a coffee! To enable me to progress matters please let me
know if you would like to attend and whether you wish to stay for the ‘late lunch’. My
email address is michele@snelsoncolouredryelands.co.uk or telephone me on 07885
482640.
The region has very few Ryeland
show classes, and even fewer for Coloureds, so I am delighted to see that
the Royal Cheshire Show has included
Coloured classes for the first time this
year, mainly due to the persistence of
Tony Moore. Hopefully it will be well
supported and I can confirm that the
RFBS are organising a trophy for the
coloured champion at this show, and
there will also be one for the champion coloured lamb (donated by myself
& Mike Corwood as it is our local
show)
Michele Varmen
Right: The next generation!

Mid, West and South Wales Regional Report
2017, what will this bring for our members…
At present many of us are busy with the joys of lambing our next generations of
coloured ryelands/ryelands. An exciting time, wondering what will make the show
ring, or what will be used for breeding lines. Mixed with emotions, from tiredness, joy
and despair when things are not going quite to plan. Hopefully what we will all end up
with are some lovely lambs bouncing in the fields.
The regional committee is currently planning events for all, ranging from workshops,
social excursions and new competitions.
The year begins with a judging workshop organised for the 14th of May, to be held at
the farm of our chairman Simon Gilbert. This would suit members who would be
interested in understanding what the judge looks for when presenting their sheep for
showing, or if you are considering delving into the world of judging. The event will be
overseen by Steve Gray, head of the RFBS judging committee. If you are interested in
attending, could you please forward your name to our secretary John Donovan enquiries@dolwenryelands.co.uk.
From May onwards, for many members this is when the showing season
commences, this year we have organised points trophies for the coloured ryeland and
ryelands, which covers the various shows within the Mid, South & West Wales regional
boundary. Any members from within the RFBS can enter the competition, the list of
shows and classes are shown below along with the points awarded. At the end of the
season, the lucky winners will be awarded the trophies at the annual Christmas social.
Points:
1 point per entry (Maximum of 2 entries per class)
1st place 3 points
2nd place 2 points
3rd place 1 point
Champion 3 points
Reserve Champion 2 points
Shows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cardigan - Ryeland Class
Nevern – Ryeland & Coloured Ryeland Classes
Teifiside – Ryeland Class
Martletwy – Ryeland & Coloured Ryeland Classes
Gower – Ryeland Class
Monmouth – Ryeland & Coloured Ryeland Classes
Brecon – Ryeland Class
Llyswen – Ryeland & Coloured Ryeland Classes
Sennybridge – Coloured Ryeland Classes
Vale of Glamorgan – Ryeland Class

Should you not be a member with the desire and passion for showing, then perhaps
you have a crafty background or just a love for the breed? This year we are hosting the
RFBS stand at the RWAS Spring Festival in Builth Wells on the 20th & 21st May 2015. If
you have merchandise created using the breed, then you are more than welcome to
display or sell on the stand. Also, if you would like to share your love for the breed,
perhaps you would like to volunteer to chat on the stand to prospective new members. Contact Caz Bateman for further details – cazef@btinternet.com
It is going to be a busy and interactive year in our region, further socials will be
advertised in the newsletters and on our regional facebook page.
Caz Bateman

Fleece, Yarn & Merchandise Report.
The year has had its ups and downs, the two main wool events that we attend every
year, Wonderwool at Builth Wells and Woolfest at Cockermouth were a major success.
I would like to thank Gina & David Forrester, Zoe & Stephen Unwin, Lin Whittall,
Maggie Oliver, Lisa Davies, Ricky Smyth, Joanne Fisher, Alison Robinson and Sarah
Whitaker, for your help at these prestige events, supplying your goods and time.
The displays of our woollen products, either fleece or processed wool were outstanding, and it is great to see what can be done with our great wool.
The various displays showed garments made from Ryeland Tweed, recently featured
in London fashion week, blankets, cushions, caps, scarves, wool for knitting, felting and
other craft uses. Many people who have purchased from us in the past are repeat
buyers and like our products.
We have once again booked a stand at Wonderwool in Builth Wells on 22/23 April and
if you have any fleeces etc you would like to sell please contact me on either 07790
704674 or aymestreywool@outlook.com
If anyone has any ideas about how we can market and or advertise our wool, that we
all produce then please get in touch as ideas shared can well develop into bigger plans.
The merchandise side of things has to all intents and purpose been very slow. The
lovely shirts that come from Cumbria have sold well, other merchandise items such as
calendars, mugs have had little support and I suspect will be discontinued.
I have asked council to remove “Merchandise” from our remit as we have so little
support in general, I think someone else is going to give it a go, so best of luck to them.
David Duggan.

Member Profile.
PREFIX – Caernarfon FLOCK No. – 452 established in 1977

OWNER - Pamela Bateman

1. Location:
Chwilog, Gwynedd, North Wales. Situated half way between Pwllehli and Porthmadog. From the yard I look straight out over Cardigan Bay. I have 17 acres of mainly flat
land that can quickly become waterlogged and is mineral deficient. The holding is also
exposed to gale force winds off the bay, and in December 2013 was hit by a real
American style tornado. Only building walls were left standing, roofing sheets were
found over 2 miles away. My 3 dogs and I were lucky to survive as we were in the hay
barn/lambing shed when telegraph poles and steel girders folded up around us like a
pack of playing cards. A few weeks later and all my ewes would have died.
2. How did you get into ryelands?
I grew up surrounded by pigs, chickens and horses but it wasn’t until my husband, Eric
and I bought a 14 acre hill holding about 12 miles from where I am now that we bought
our first sheep. Welsh Mountain of course, they taught us a lot (mainly how to patch
up fences). We also reared calves from 3 days to about 15 months and built a small
suckler herd. After a few years I started to yearn for a pedigree flock. I missed showing
horses and wanted sheep I could show. I had a book of British sheep that had a picture
and short write-up of each breed and I kept coming back to the Ryeland. They sounded
ideal, not too big, docile, a good forager with good meat and wool; but where to see a
live one? I got in touch with the Society and through them contacted John Taylor, who
had just started his own “Fenman” flock. On our next visit to see Mum in Suffolk we
called in to see John and that
was it. It was some time later
that we got our first ewes
through John. 40 years ago
Ryelands were on the rare
breed list, few females were on
offer at the Show & Sale because they were sold in triplicate, and there were only
around 900 ewes country wide.
Shortly after that John bought
quite a large flock from Derbyshire and sold 4 ewes to me.
We drove to Beeston Mart to
collect them in our new home
made trailer. Gordon Morgan
from Pembroke also became a
good, long distance, friend and

mentor and sold me 7 ewes. I couldn’t have had a better foundation flock. My first ram
was Wappenbury Master. Over the years I have owned several Pembroke rams, they
never disappoint and suit my farm very well.
3. Do you keep other breeds?
Yes, I wanted something that had appeal to local hill farmers and settled on Derbyshire
Gritstones. My “capel” flock was started about 35 years ago. They work well with the
Ryelands as both ewes and rams are polled. They are a big, smart sheep with excellent
fleece, they are almost as docile as Ryelands but boy can some of them jump. Gerald
Tibby a well-known Ryeland breeder moved from Hereford to Bala in North Wales and
bought Gritstones from me. He crossed Welsh Mountain with the Gritstone, kept the
cross ewes and put them to the Ryeland, topping the local market most weeks with his
finished lambs. Apparently before all the continental rams arrived the Gritstone breeders often used Ryelands tups for crossing.
4. How would you describe a sheep as typical to your flock?
This is not good land and our other farm was 8 times over the recommended limit for
manganese so the sheep are slow to mature, however they seem to live and breed to
a ripe old age. I was lucky to start with good stock and have always been careful with
my stock rams. I will not buy a ram unless I have checked his blood lines back 4 or 5
generations. A pretty face and a show record are not good enough. My ewes with 40
years breeding behind them are very true to the type I started with. They must be
hardy, good mothers, short in the leg but deep through the body with tight fleece, ears
dark or speckled and sound feet. A ewe that can look after herself will look after her
lambs. I know when I sell ewes or ewe lambs they will do well on almost any land. I
prefer to buy ram lambs so that they have a year to settle to the land before being used.
5. What is your attitude to producing coloured lambs?
As a founder member of the Coloured Ryelands I love them, and judge them. My
“Clynnog” flock was number 3. With most of my Gritstones sold (my idea of cutting
back) I have restarted my coloured flock. However I would rather my white ewes
didn’t produce coloured lambs; this is why I am so careful with my stock rams. A quick
look in the supplement register can tell you a lot about which white rams are producing
colour.
6. When do you lamb and what facilities do you have?
The rams go in round about the 19th October which was Mum’s birthday, so lambing
starts mid-March into April. When sponging first came out we tried it and what a
disaster that was. This year I will lamb 4 coloured ewes, 7 shearling Gritstones and 29
white Ryelands. I haven’t scanned for several years now. Since the tornado the farm
buildings have been rebuilt and I now have a lovely new lambing shed, with lights, and
last year I had CCTV put in, it’s better than watching TV some nights. From the
wreckage I managed to salvage enough feed barriers for the new shed. Once a ewe has
lambed she is put into a single pen to bond with her lamb. At about 24 hours the lamb
has its tail ringed and a small temp’ tag put in. The tag just has a single number which

goes into my book together with
the dam’s registered number and
the sex of the lamb, I also add any
problems there might have been,
like legs back. Ryeland lambs have
such tiny ears that I don’t put the
proper tags in until about August
or September then I can look in
my book and from the number on
the temp’ tag know which lamb to
register to which ewe. I use Allflex
D-tags for the lambs then change
to Bubblegum for the chip tag and
Babe (which is easy to read) for
the other side.
7. Shearing
I still do my own and have done for years. I tie the sheep up start from the tail end and
can take a fleece off in one piece. I also trim feet, worm dose, and CLIK. If there is a
lamb at foot it is also wormed, treated with CLIK and has its feet trimmed. So if a sheep
is shorn I know both her and her lamb are finished for a few weeks.
8. Wool
Right from the start I promoted Ryeland wool. Started the Llynn Guild of Spinners and
Weavers and attended all the local craft fairs. When I became a machine knitter I used
a lot of Ryeland wool having it spun at Hunters of Brora in Scotland. Most of my clip
goes to the Wool Board with a few held back for spinners.
9. Health products and routines
Not long after we started with Ryelands we decided to go organic, so in preparation we
stopped using 7 in 1, wormed when we needed to and started to use an organic
fertilizer. We then found in North Wales going organic wasn’t going to make our lambs
worth more, the interesting thing was stopping most of our routine medication hadn’t
made any difference to the sheep so we never went back. The flock has been semiorganic for over 30 years. This is a bad area for fly strike, anytime from May to the end
of October so that is a must. I treat about 3 times a year for fluke. Worming (except at
shearing) and any other medication is on a when needed basis. The organic fertilizer
from Cheshire was a huge success, the sheep would even lick the bags but they went
out of business I’m sorry to say.
10. Feeding
I feed homemade haylage for the main part. Rock salt is always out and mineral
buckets. Before lambing the ewes go onto MAXX energy buckets, changing to MAXX
Ewe & Lamb just before lambing. They also have sugar beet nuts and Harvister allrounder; I’ve found the ewes do better on Harvister than on ewe nuts. When they are

brought in depends on the weather, this year they have been out almost 6 weeks
longer than last.
11. What equipment do you have?
I have a half round Bateman (no relation) pen with a drafting gate that has been with
me forever. A Massey 135 tractor which got a bit battered in the tornado but now
thanks to Colin Vicars has power steering and new mud guards, a silage spike and
transport box. After the Show & Sale last year I treated myself to one of David’s
trimming stands and can really recommend it. I have a collection of old chest freezers
with the motors removed for storing feed. Light weight feed troughs made from
drainage piping. The sort that is ribbed on the outside and smooth inside, comes in 6”
9” or 12” inside diameter and 4mtrs long, can be cut in half with any saw then into
whatever length you want. I also have 3 big bale feeders 10 10ft hay racks, a small
fertilizer spinner, a sheep trailer and last but not least my 3 dogs.
12. Do you have help?
No not really. All stock work I do myself. A contractor comes in to make the haylage. I
carry it off the fields myself with the 135 and silage arms, not the spike. Left too long
and the seagulls peck holes in the wrap. I have a local man for 2 hours a week to help
with any heavy lifting but I am still a better carpenter than he is. If I’m away overnight
judging he will feed and let my 3 border collies out for a run.
13. What now?
At 77 who can tell! I’ve had 40 wonderful years with Ryelands. Have helped quite a few
new flocks get started. Go back far enough and a lot of my breeding can be found in
the Northern flocks. I have friends all over the country, people I would never have met
without Ryelands. Dot is a friend as well as our secretary as she farms a few miles away.
I was proud to be President of the Society in 1998. Was a founder member of the
Coloured Ryelands and have represented Wales on Council for 24 years (well I hope)
been lucky to have judged most of the major shows from the Royal Highland to the
Royal Welsh. In the past the Caernarfon flock had its own show successes including the
Royal Welsh, now there is no-one to take care of things when I am away so I can only
attend local one day shows. The sad thing is like many other flocks with no family to
take over, when I do hang up my wellies my flock will one day be split up and the
“Caernarfon” flock name forgotten. Until then, as a Belly Dance teacher as well as
being a shepherd I’ll just carry on shimming and enjoying my sheep.

New Members October - January
Ryelands
02087 - Judith Waldron, 195 Park Lane, Heage, Derbyshire, DE56 2AE
02088 - Dan Morris, Tawelfan, Llanerfyl, Welshpool, Powys, SY21 0EZ
02089 - Claire Pugh, Green Acres, Bodenham, Herefordshire, HR1 3HS
02090 - Emma & Luke Parnell, Rose in the Grove, Buckland Brewer, Bideford, Devon,
EX39 5NF

02091 - John R Williams, 2 Sleapford, Wellington, Telford, Shropshire, TF6 6HQ
02092 - Alison Freeman, Brock Hill Barn, 10 Claydon Hill Farm Barns, Steeple Claydon, Bucks, MK 18 2EN
02093 - James Freeman, Taft Wharf Farm, Bellamour Lane, Wolseley Bridge, Staffrodshire, St17 0XL
02094 - Mrs Elma Ball, Boghall, Buittle, Castle Douglas, Dumfries & Galloway, DG7
1NP
02095 - Lisa Irving, Nether Albie, Waterbeck, Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire, DG11 3JR
Coloured Ryelands.
633C - Martin & Clare Stanger, Meadow Farm, Clensey Lane, Dry Doddington, Newark, Notts, NG23 5HT
634C - Mr D Kenyon & Miss K Blore, Heyes Farm, Broad Lane, Great Alcar, West Lancashire, L37 5AL.
635C - Mr Richard Smith, Daylesford Organics, New Farm, Daylesford, Moreton-in
Marsh, Glos. GL56 0YG
636C - David Brush, Kings Barn, Gedges Hill, Matfield, Tonbridge, Kent, TN12 7GA
637C - Alison Freeman, Brock Hill Barn, 10 Claydon Hill Farm Barns, Steeple Claydon,
Bucks, MK 18 2EN
638C - April Lay, Parklands, Wolverley, Wem, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 5NQ
639C - James Freeman, Taft Wharf Farm, Bellamour Lane, Wolseley Bridge, Staffrodshire, St17 0XL
640C - Claire Morgan, 8 Pheonix Way, Penallta, Hengoed, Caerphilly, CF82 6AS
641C - Peter Nash, Windsor Farm, Capland, Taunton, Somerset, TA3 6TR
642C - Rosemary Drewery, Mistletoe Cottage, Grange Road, Felmersham, Bedfordshire, MK43 7HJ

Preparation of Sheep Fleeces for Competition
(Notes taken from The British Wool Marketing Board Publication)
Shearing
Make sure your wool sheets are handy. Your depot will supply these and the wool
should be packed in them as soon as it is shorn. Immediate packing ensures that the
wool is kept clean and safe from vermin. If you don't have any wool board sheets clear
a space for the shorn wool on a wooden floor under cover but away from walls and
have a supply of clean, dry sacks to cover the pile.
Wool should never be piled on or near concrete, brickwork or stone. It will draw
moisture from these materials and discolouration or rotting will result. If you have a
suitable building, it is well worthwhile keeping your sheep dry and clean under cover
for a night before shearing. This is particularly important if you employ a shearing
contractor and book him for a fixed date. Sheep should never be shorn while the fleece
is wet. A high moisture content will reduce the clean yield of dry wool and, unless the

wet fleeces are promptly and expertly dried, the wool fibres will deteriorate.

1

Fleece Presentation
After shearing, throw out the fleece
onto a clean surface, flesh side
down.
1) Ensure any extraneous matter is
picked out and any daggings removed which may have been
missed pre-shearing. Make sure only clean, dry belly wool is included
with the fleece before folding in the
flanks toward the centre.

2

2) Turn in the britch end and roll
the fleece firmly and neatly towards the neck.
3) After rolling, part the fleece.
4) Without twisting tuck the neck
wool firmly into the body of the
fleece.

3

5) The resulting well presented
fleece is firm and secure. Place the
tucked fleece firmly into the wool
sheet.
Avoid the Following
1) Tint and Stain - Caused by bloom
dipping. Avoid using sheep fleeces
which have been artificially discoloured.
2) Excess Marking - Even a scouring
mark applied in excess will result in
wool being down-graded. Keep
your mark to an absolute minimum
and use SPARINGLY.
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3) Fleeces Tied with Cord or Twine - DO NOT use coloured yarns, polypropylene or
baler twine for identification purposes, prolapses or securing wool sheets. String can
be provided by the Wool Marketing Board.
4) Claggy and Undocked Fleeces - Remove extraneous matter and any dags which may
have been missed pre-shearing. DO NOT wrap oddments inside the fleeces.
5) Damaged fleeces –
• Fleeces damaged by dampness, ticks, lice or fly-blown and maggoty. Avoid shearing
wet sheep and store in a dry clean place.
• Vegetable Matter - Fleeces contaminated with excessive vegetable matter - usually
avoidable contamination, hay-seed, straw, chopped silage from supplementary
feeding or careless handling.
• V. Light vegetable matter - usually natural contamination from areas of grazing,
whins, heather, moss, bracken etc.

Daylesford Organics Farm
Daylesford Organic Farms is a property of 2,350 acres based in the Cotswolds. A sister
farm based in Staffordshire comprises a further 3,000 acres, the farms are diverse with
many livestock enterprises, Carole Bamford OBE started farming organically many
years ago, first converting the Staffordshire Estate and then Daylesford. Lady Bamford
is particularly passionate about traditional sustainable and organic farming methods,
and it is through her hard work and determination that Daylesford has become the
success it is today.
Daylesford was created sixteen years ago and up to the present day has grown
significantly, employing nearly Five Hundred people
Today Daylesford produces and supplies its own retail stores, four in London and our
flagship Farm shop in the Cotswold’s, with a strong emphasis on high quality food,
produced Organically to high welfare standards. Daylesford has a strong ethos based
on traditional British breeds that perform well on forage based diets. Daylesford is now
a truly vertically integrated food-chain business with no, or very little reliance on
outside markets, supplying only one customer outside of our own brand - Daylesford
products can now be purchased on the Ocado internet shopping website, where the
Daylesford brand became the first shop-within-shop on Ocado.
Between the Gloucestershire and Staffordshire estates we farm:
• 350 single- suckle beef cows (Pedigree Aberdeen Angus, South Devon’s and Hereford
x Friesian)
• 4,000 Breeding ewes (Lleyn’s)
• 350 Red Hinds
• 130 Pedigree British Friesians
• 6,000 Laying hens
• 70 Pedigree Old Gloucester Cattle

• 2,500 Table bird chickens produced weekly
• 120 Kerry Hill breeding females
• 20 Texel breeding females
• 40 Ryeland breeding females
• 600 acres arable
• 1,000 Xmas Turkeys
• 500 Xmas Geese
• 20 acre Market Garden
• 1 Abattoir slaughtering and processing facility
Throughout all of our breeding programmes, and within all of our enterprises, huge
emphasis is put on breeding animals that are able to perform well within our system.
We have chosen to produce livestock with an ability to perform well without the need
for huge amounts of compounded, high-protein imported feeds.
The Daylesford dairy cow is a great example of that philosophy; 12 years ago, we
farmed 100 Holstein high-yielding cows, which required considerable inputs, all of
which were imported onto the farm. In 2005, we took the decision to breed back to a
British Friesian animal – the type that would’ve been around back in the 1960’s-70’s.
This we did with the use of AI, and we are extremely proud that in February 2014 our
dairy herd achieved Pedigree British Friesian status. Some interesting statistics have
emerged from that breeding programme - whilst there are many many excellent
farmers farming Holstein cows, which we term as “Formula 1 racing cattle”, they
simply do not fit in to our system, and preferred style of farming. 75% of our dairy herd
is today in its 6th lactation, or above, producing male calves that are all taken through
to maturity on the farm, and utilised within our own butcher’s shops. The Daylesford
dairy cow has become a truly dual-purpose animal, many of our dairy cows are now
crossed with Hereford and are producing outstanding male and female lines – the best
of which go on to become excellent commercial beef suckler cows with great longevity
of life. Today Daylesford farms 130 pedigree British Friesian’s averaging 7 lactations
and 7000 litres per lactation. 100% of that milk is utilised within our own creamery
making 10 different types of cheese, butter, yogurt’s, cream and liquid milk.
Our commercial sheep flock is made up of 3,800 pure bred Lleyn ewes, the flock is
closed with a further 200 performance recorded pedigree Lleyn’s producing all of the
paternal lines. Lambing percentages range from 190% in Gloucestershire to 205% in
Staffordshire, all Lleyn’s are housed at Christmas and shorn, scanned and put into
lambing groups and fed accordingly. Our choice to use the Lleyn breed is simply based
on them being a medium sized sheep eating a medium amount of food but producing
100% of the lamb and carcass weight of a mule. Other benefits include a closed flock
resulting in high health status, and the ability to produce early and late season lambs.
Our great management challenge on the Daylesford Farms is to produce superior
quality lamb meat year-round. We are never looking for anything more than an R3L
carcass, ranging between 18.5-21.5kg. We currently slaughter 150 lambs per week

through our abattoir, along with 16 fat cattle, sixty 80kg pigs and venison along with
producing 2500 table-bird chickens per week. With this challenge we have found that
by using different terminal sires on our commercial sheep flock, we get a much better
range of maturing age. Roughly 50% of the commercial ewes will be tupped with
something other than a Lleyn ram!
RYELANDS
It was in the summer of 2011 that Carole Bamford along with ourselves visited the
Three Counties Show at Malvern, where we were able to see a great line of show
quality Ryeland’s. It was Carole who first expressed an interest in the breed, and
shortly afterwards we purchased some 25 females from the annual sale at Ludlow. We
were slightly sceptical as farmers and stockmen about their usefulness as a terminal
sire in the first instance, but nevertheless in that first season we put about 100 Lleyn’s
to a Ryeland tup. The following summer we remember clearly weighing the first batch
of lambs for the new season. The Ryeland-cross lambs were easily identifiable, we also
remember guessing their weights at about 35kg, and were very pleasantly surprised to
find when weighed, they actually weighed more like 45kg. Some 60% of the first batch
of Ryeland-cross lambs graded at U3L, with the others very close to them. We had
thought that these lambs would soon go fat, and hadn’t envisaged them making great
hogget’s for our late season supply; but on the contrary, they kill out extremely well
late in the season too. In the autumn of 2016, in excess of 1250 Lleyn’s were tupped
by the Ryeland across both estates, superceding all other terminal sire breeds. The
eating quality to our minds is also superior, and Ryeland’s do have a place firmly fixed
within our farming system. It hasn’t mattered to us at all, however, we did select
carefully when buying our nucleus flock to specifically buy ewes that would produce
white Ryeland’s. So we were quite surprised to find that a high number of coloured
Ryeland’s arrived the following Spring! We vividly remember buying a particular ewe
from a lovely lady whose name escapes me, after we had purchased her the lady
informed me that this particular ewe was called “Biscuit” and was partial to a “Rich
Tea”! We would like to inform the Ryeland Society that “Biscuit” has gone on to be an
outstanding ewe and is often treated to her favourite snack!
To finish, the Ryeland as a breed as specifically terminal sire, has been a success within
our farming system, and we are happy to promote their usefulness to the British
farming industry.
With best wishes for the 2017 lambing season and year ahead,
Richard Smith,
Senior Farms Manager

Phil Gordon-Jones,
Head Stockman

Coloured Ryeland News

Spring 2017

Three woolly wise men (photo: Rosmac Flock)
Welcome to the March issue of Coloured Ryeland news. I know a lot of you have
started lambing, so I hope all is going well. We have three lambs so far (two white
and one coloured) and I’m smitten! I think most of us are struggling with muddy
fields at the moment but hopefully over the coming weeks the grass will start to
come through. If there is anything you’d like covered in the newsletter, please get in
touch (details below). Please note that the deadline for the next edition will be
20/05/2017.
Articles in this edition include:
• An obituary for the late Jana Peach by Marian Thornett,
• An upcoming training day in Essex,
• A member profile from the Ryder family (Rimini flock),
• A selection of crafty creations using CR wool from very talented members,
• A list of judges for 2017 shows.
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Jana Peach : Obituary
As many of you will know, Jana sadly passed away on January 29th after being very
seriously ill for a long while. She first began keeping sheep in 2005 when she and
John moved to their smallholding at Tyn-y-coed, Llangurig, and took on the previous
owner's 4 CR ewes. This was a brave move for someone who knew nothing about
keeping animals but with a lot of help from the Society and neighbours she soon
began climbing that upward learning curve! She became a member of the RFBS and
CR Group and joined the Committee and after a while served on the RFBS Council.
She bought her first CR tup from me - Derwen Flycatcher, and soon she was exhibiting at various Border shows, particularly the Welsh Smallholders show which she
regarded as her "local" and was her favourite. It wasn't long before she was acquiring some rosettes and trophies and her sheep were always turned out well. Latterly
she also acquired some Greyface Dartmoors from Caz Bateman which she also
showed with some success.
Although a quiet and unassuming person, she contributed greatly to the Coloured
Ryeland cause and was always willing to help other people with their sheep. Four
members of the Society joined her Family at Aberystwyth on February 11th to say
"Goodbye".
She will be sadly missed by us all, and in recognition of her contribution to the
Society, and Coloured Group in particular, we are presenting a trophy for the
Reserve Champion Coloured Ryeland at the Welsh Spring Festival (formerly the
Smallholders). I know she would be pleased about that!
Marian Thornett

Sheep Training/Fun Day
April 8th 10:30 – 15:00 Courtesy of Kim and Mark Dolden
Itinerary to be finalised but will include:
• A fun, have-a-go show to help new exhibitors,
• Advice on trimming, preparation and show etiquette in the ring,
• What to do with wool (shearing demo, cleaning and preparing a fleece for fleece
classes),training and advice from Tony and Gill Moore.
Refreshments available.

All are welcome to attend at New Woods Farm, Goldhanger Road, Maldon, Essex,
CM9 8BQ
If you would like to join us, please contact Jenny Hughes (jennyec@hotmail.com) or Val
Howells (colouredryelands@aol.com).

Member Profile: The Ryder Family (Rimini Flock)
Mark, Mandy and Chloe have both white and Coloured Ryelands. Their flock is based
in Staffordshire.

Ewe and her lambs found a nice spot for a picnic (photo: Ryder family)
Our smallholding is just less than 20 acres and we have a number of storage sheds and
stables. The CR share the area with our breeding herd of Kune Kune pigs, rare breed
chickens and Gloucestershire Old Spots that we rear primarily for meat. Our main
handling facility is the barn which in addition to storing our own hay we also use as a
lambing shed, show preparation area, DEFRA approved isolation unit, winter farrowing
unit, and a small corner where I hide a chair and a kettle…

How did you get in to CRs?
We originally got interested in sheep as part of cross species grazing following on from
our horses. Having found CR we fell in love with the breed, so much so that we no
longer have horses. They are such friendly, contented sheep that unlike so many other
breeds don't seem intent on escaping or dying or both! They dovetail nicely into our
smallholding ethos of preserving traditional breeds and species genetic diversity and
it’s so nice to see them grazing alongside our KK pigs.
When do you lamb?
We aim to lamb in January, with as condensed a lambing period as possible. We have
managed to improve and went from a sprawling 10 week lambing season in our first
year to a tight 4 week season this year. We were toying with the idea of sponging to
synchronise the ewes but after this year’s result we will probably leave it to nature
again and see if we can repeat the success and tighten it further.
Do you have any help?
It’s definitely a family run smallholding. Between the three of us we do
everything with the only exception
being a contractor that we employ to
do the hay. Otherwise its family paid
in love and friends paid in sausage or
eggs!
Have you ever used sponging or AI
and do you scan?
We scan the ewes but we’ve not
As snug as a bug in a rug… (photo: Ryder family) used either sponging or AI yet but
wouldn't discount sponging in order
to synchronise the ewes if needed. We have been lucky to buy in an amazing tup,
Highwood Uproar. He produced us some excellent lambs last year and we hit 200%
lambing ratio. Next year we will also be using our home bred tup Hilton Woody so AI
is not on our agenda.
What proportion do you usually send for meat?
We do send lambs for meat but do not have set number we send each year. We aim to
be ruthless in our selection of pedigree breeding and sale stock and anything that falls
short of the breed standard will go for meat.
When do you shear?
Like most small flocks we have been limited to shearing when the shearer can fit us in
but I did my BWMB Blue Seal last summer so we can now shear when it suits our

management system. We aim to shear the show team sheep in February, main flock in
May and then the show team again prior to tupping in late August.
What is your show preparation routine?
We use pretty much the same method as everyone else; carding, trimming and patting.
The trimming stand we bought last year makes a huge difference to the results you can
achieve. Other than that, practice, practice and a bit more practice.
Forage and Concentrates
We make and feed our own hay. We
keep nitrogen use low as it makes better quality hay that takes less time to
dry. Important with our stereotypical
British summers!
We supplement our flock diet with a
standard ewe 18% protein nut and a
coarse mix for the rams. We use minimal concentrates except on the build up
to lambing where we try to maximise
birth weight while avoiding foetomaternal disproportion. Over our two lamb-

Photo: Ryder family

ing seasons we have so far increased our birth weight by 13% whilst avoiding lambing
difficulties.
Health Products and Routines
We use a good quality vitamin and mineral drench in the run up to lambing and make
available ewe and lamb energy/vitamin licks during lambing and lactation. Other than
that we worm when required by faecal egg count. We isolate any stock coming into our
flock to ensure the integrity of our biosecurity.
Equipment
Three pieces of equipment we wouldn't be without:
1. Weigh crate; Estimating live-weights is too inaccurate when it comes to calculating
antibiotic and wormer doses. Also when finishing animals for meat the live weight is
essential to maximise returns.
2. Trimming stand; helps to save your back from aching whilst prepping for shows!
3. A combined weight and measuring jug; Worth its weight in gold in cold lambing
sheds when trying to mix milk for bottles.
Any other advice?
One thing I would say is talk to other breeders to see what they do. Some things will
work for you and some things won’t.
Mark Ryder

Crafty Creations
We have some very talented members in the Society and I thought it might be nice to
showcase some of their talents. For those who are inspired, there are plenty of
workshops, books and online resources (YouTube videos, tutorials and Facebook
groups) to help you get started. Why not give it a go and see what you can create…

Show Number Clips/Badges
Showing season will soon begin and what better way to display your show numbers
than with a Coloured Ryeland show number clip/badge!
Marian Thornett has advised that anyone wishing to purchase these places their order
as soon as possible as stocks are getting low. The clips cost £10 each plus £1.50 p+p.
To order one from Marian, please contact her using the details in the contact list or
from the Flock Book. There will also be some clips available on the RFBS stand at the
Welsh Spring Festival (Smallholders) on 20th/21st May in Builth; along with other RFBS
merchandise.

2017 Show Judges (and Reserves) for separate CR classes
Date
May 20th/21st

Show
RWAS Spring Fest.

Judge
S Donovan

Reserve
S Hipps

May 31st/June 1st

Stafford County

C Bateman

J Donovan

June 16th-18th

R 3 Counties

C Jones

M Wear

June 18th

RBST 3 Counties

J Donovan

J Reed

June 19th

North Yorks County TBC

June 24th

Huby & Sutton-on-Forest
TBC
Royal Norfolk
S Hipps

June 28th/29th

A McVicar

May 31st-June 3rd R Bath & West

TBC

July 1st

Monmouth

R Lewis

July 2nd

Cranleigh

TBC

July

Malton

TBC

July 11th-13th

Great Yorkshire

TBC

July 15th/16th

Yeovil

TBC

July 24th-27th

Royal Welsh

A McVicar C Bateman

July 23rd

Aldborough and Boroughbridge TBC

S Donovan

July 25th
August 3rd
August 3rd

Ryedale
Honiton
Burwarton

TBC
TBC
S Bradbury

August 5th
August 5th
August 6th
August 9th
August 12th
August 20th

National Show
Tenbury
Emley
Tockwith
Nevern
Halifax
Llyswen

J Reed
Wool on Hoof TBC
TBC
TBC
TBC
L Howell

August 13th

Ripley

TBC

August 23rd
August 26th

Martletwy
TBC
Ludlow Show & Sale A McVicar
Fleece and Craft
T & G Moore

S Bradbury

September 2nd

Sennybridge

S Bradbury

T Evans

C Jones
L Howell
O Veevers

I Lloyd

September 2nd/3rd Dorset County

TBC

September 9th

Kington

C Bateman

A McVicar

September 9th

Findon Sheep Fair

D Duggan

TBC

September 16th

Carlisle Show & Sale S Bryden

Late September

Masham

C Bateman

TBC

Shows qualifying for the Bob Webb Points Trophy:
Spring Festival
Three Counties Main
Royal Welsh
Burwarton
Monmouth
Kington

Stafford County
Three Counties RBST
National Show (Tenbury)
Llyswen
Sennybridge

Notices for Members
2017 Subscription Reminder: The majority of members have now paid their 2017 fees.
Please note that if your 2017 subscription is not paid by 31st March, you will be
removed from the Society’s mailing list and membership benefits will be withdrawn.
2017 Sheep Survey : The 2016 sheep survey can now be completed online and will be
available for completion until 30th April 2017. For details of how to complete it please
refer to pages 25 - 27 of the December 2015 newsletter (this can be found on the
downloads page of the RFBS website if you have mislaid your copy). Please make an
extra effort to complete the survey, especially if you did not do so last year, as the whole
process of online registrations is far easier when flock lists are up to date.
Sheep Registrations: It is now compulsory to submit sheep registrations online. Details
of how to do this can be found on the downloads page of the RFBS website or on pages
18 - 21 of the Summer 2015 newsletter. A number of members around the country
have offered to assist those that have genuine difficulty in using the online flock book.
If you fall into this group, please contact either the office or your regional group to be
put in touch with someone who can assist.
2017 Genetic Testing Window: This year the time window for submitting applications
to test Ryelands for coat colour runs from now until the end of May. There is now no
restriction on the ages of animals that can be tested. The testing fee for this year is
£12.50 / head. Applications for genetic testing can only be accepted where the animal
is already registered (or birth notified in the case of males) or when the testing form is
accompanied by a registration form together with the appropriate fee. Forms have
been circulated under separate cover.
2017 Year Letter: The year letter for lambs born in 2017 will be X.
Annual General Meeting 2017: This year it will be the turn of the Northern England
region to host the AGM. The date of the meeting is Saturday 6th May 2017 and it will
be held at Junction 36 Auction Centre, near Kendal. Further details will follow in April.
Next Council Meeting: The next meeting of Council takes place on 22nd April 2017. If
you have any issues you would like Council to discuss, please contact the Secretary by
Saturday 7th April
2017 National Show: This year's National Show for Ryelands and Coloured Ryelands
will again take place at Tenbury Show on Saturday 5th August. If you need to travel a
long distance and stay overnight, accommodation for the sheep and parking for
exhibitors will be available. It is also hoped that a social event of some sort will take
place on the preceding evening

