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Chairman’s Message
It is the turn of the Central & Southern region to host the AGM this year. A return to
Redmarley village hall, a traditional home for the Society, is a fitting and quiet tribute
to the memory of Ken Jones and we thank Anne Jones for leading the organisation of
the event.
In Edinburgh in 2012 and Harrogate in 2013, a pattern was set for AGMs to include
presentations on topical and practical subjects that are of real assistance to members. It
is understandable that many members aren’t keen to travel considerable distances only
for the formal business of the AGM and additional presentations certainly appear to
double attendance, so we will have to continue this format!
This year we have one of the hottest topics to occupy the Society in recent years; that of
how the knowledge and ability to test for the presence of a coloured coat gene is to be
used by the Society. Whatever your views I would encourage you to make sure you vote
on this issue as important topics like this benefit from the authority of a good proportion
of the membership. It also ensures you don’t assume enough others will agree with your
view if you do not vote, so please make your voice heard. If you are not attending the
AGM please ensure you return your postal votes. It is a complex issue and if you are
attending the AGM you will benefit from hearing the presentation from Professor Mike
Bruford that will cover both a report on the recent project and results and also give a
picture on where the Society may go next for further genetics research. You may reserve
judgement until you have heard the detailed presentation and cast your vote on the day
if you wish.
It is still a concern that two regional places on Council for Scotland remain empty. Your
Council is trying to find ways of solving this and there will be proposal put to the AGM
to allow a modest contribution to the expenses to be paid to those who have to travel
more than 200 miles (400 miles round trip). It will not be available to the majority of
Council members and is designed only to help our most distant Council members. Full
details will be presented to the AGM and the issue will be subject to a members’ vote.
Council has been working hard on plans for the 2014 National Ryeland Show to be held
this year on the Saturday at Royal Three Counties. Led by Alison Robinson, the
organisation of the event is hoped to build the status of the National Show year on year.
There are additional prizes and trophies, sponsorship has been secured and there is an
incentive to exhibitors in the form of a return on some penning fees for attendance. We
want the winners of the National Show to be regarded as the best nationally, so please
support the event, preferable with your sheep, but as a spectator your support would also
be much appreciated.
My position as Chairman will end at the AGM and Council meeting in April and I would
like to thank my fellow Council members for their support, in particular Carole Shaw,
Vice Chair, Andy McVicar, Deputy Vice Chair and John Donovan as President. There

is still an immense amount of work to do, driven
by the work of the sub-committees, and I will
continue to contribute to all these projects.
Thanks also to Dot Tyne who works very hard
to serve you, our members, and who have
doubled in number since she joined us as
Secretary.

Council Members

Lastly, I would like to share a personal vision
with you that has grown out of so many different
facets of the work that goes on inside the Society.
This has been distilled by my visit to Daylesford
and my article is in this issue of the newsletter.
I sincerely believe that the Ryeland is potentially
on the verge of a new phase of its suitability for
the future market for sheep meat. Daylesford’s
early conclusions show it can play a greater part
in the future demand for meat where customers
will require declared provenance, superior taste
and high husbandry standards. Traditional
qualities such as the ability to finish off grass in
a future world where inputs, either to the animal
or its pasture, will be increasingly expensive,
make the genetic characteristics of our breed
more suitable for the future, not less. Daylesford
have produced some startling conclusions from
their first year’s lambing and I will leave you to
digest the importance of this to our breed, even
if your personal interest is only in producing
pedigree breeding animals. This subject will be
covered further at the April AGM.
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Editor’s Letter
It’s Spring at last and the incessant rain appears to be over. We live on top of a hill on
usually free draining sandy soil yet the fields are soggy and muddy and I wonder just
how long it will take them to recover ! We Ryeland folk are a resilient bunch and I’m
certain that everything will turn out good in the end !
This Spring edition of the Newsletter contains all the usual features including an item of
the Open Days organised by Doreen and Alison which are well worthwhile attending,
for new members and old alike. There are details of the competition organised by the
Fleece + Yarn Sub Committee at the August RFBS Show + Sale at Ludlow where the
idea is to promote the use of Ryeland yarn by showing examples of what can be made,
which last year was an excellent display.
There is a note about this year’s AGM to be held on 26th.April in Redmarley Village
Hall where we hope many members will attend, to hear Prof. Mike Bruford talking about
the Genetics Project as well as to hear just what Council have been doing during the past
year.
So enjoy reading this edition and do come to the AGM .
David Parsons

Fleece & Yarn article Feb 2014
Competition
The RFBS Fleece & Yarn Sub-Committee is proposing to hold a competition for the
second time at the RFBS Annual Show & Sale at Ludlow in August 2014 for items
crafted from Ryeland wool. This time items from both Coloured Ryeland and Ryeland
wool will be eligible.The aim is to promote the use of the yarn by showing examples of
what can be done with it.
There will be a maximum of 3 entries allowed per competitor, who must be an RFBS
member, or part of a members immediate family. Items must only be made from Ryeland
and / or CR wool , and can be in any form, i.e. crochet, knitted, woven, felted etc. Items
entered in previous RFBS competitions are not eligible. There will be an entry fee of £1
for each entry.
Each entry shall be accompanied by a printed text containing the following:
• Name / type of item (e.g. hat, scarf, tea cosy, jumper, etc)
• Provenance of wool (i.e. hand spun from own fleece, commercially produced,
etc.)
• Method of production (e.g. hand knitted, machine knitted, commercially woven,
hand dyed, etc)

•

Any (minimal) fibre content which is not Ryeland or CR wool (e.g. decoration,
motif, etc)
• No names of the owners, producers or Flocks should be visible on the item or
the accompanying text.
The entries will be split into two classes, one for items produced by the competitor, and
one for items produced by third parties (e.g. commercially woven, etc)
Prizes will be awarded to each of the two classes as follows: 1st £5; 2nd £3 and 3rd £2,
with rosettes for the prize winners too.
Entries can be made on the day, but must be submitted, with the entry fee, by 10:00.
Entries must be collected by the exhibitor on the day, before 14:00. Any entries not
collected on time without prior arrangement will be left out for collection and
unsupervised by the organisers.
A copy of these ‘rules’ will be sent out with the Show and Sale schedule or catalogue
nearer the time.
There will of course be the competition for raw fleece as well, with a class for Ryeland
fleece, and another for Coloured Ryeland fleece.
Woolfest
Other news is that our entry for a stand At Woolfest 2014, at Cockermouth Livestock
Market (Cumbria) in June has been submitted. The format will be as in previous years,
where we will have a pen of Coloured Ryeland Sheep, a display area for wool, yarn &
goods, with a pen of Ryeland sheep flanking it. We look forward to seeing members at
this great event for promoting ‘everything to do with Natural Fibre’. (see woolfest.co.uk
for full details).
AGM
We are intending to have a ‘Fleece & Yarn’ stand at the AGM on 26th April, with some
of the Coloured Ryeland yarn and slivers for sale, as well as some finished items on
display. I hope you will come and have a look, and hopefully there will be time for a
chat.
Tony Moore
PS:Deborah Robson from Colorado Colorado, travels widely , writing about
wools,sheep breeds etc, and holds workshop'Retreats' all over the States.
She was at the Scottish Smallholder Festival '13 , where she bought fleece
from Barony and Pillmoss flocks. She then travelled on to the Hebrides to
study Shetland sheep and wool there. She has just been sent more C.R.
fleece, to be used at her 'Explore 4 ' workshop, to be held at Friday Harbor,
Washington. Four breeds will be featured here, Ryelands being one of them!
She has an interesting Blog,: http://independentstitch.typepad.com

New Members: 26.10.13- 18.01.14
Ryeland Flocks
01867 - Mr Richard Watts, Church Farm, Pound Lane, Hardwick, Glos. GL2 4RJ
01868 - Mr Stephen Moore, The Cottage, Withington Green, Leigh, Stoke on Trent,
Staffs, ST10.
01869 - Thomas Dobson, Old House Farm, Dingleston, Monmouth, NP25 4EB
01870 - Bleddyn Henson, Brynheulog, Llanon, Ceredigion, SY23 5LN
01871 - Angela Ellis, Balmenach Farm, Pass of Ballater, Ballater, Aberdeenshire,
AB35 5RY
01872 - Victoria Chaplin, Woodcote Farm, Kedderminster Road, Dodford,
Bromsgrove, Worcs. B61 9EA
01873 - Sian & Andrew Owen, Middle Garth Farm, Aberhafesp, Newtown, Powys.
SY16 3LN
01874 - Katy Wareham, Highgate, Church Hill, High Littleton, Bristol, BS39 6HF.
01875 - Miss Nicola Terry, How Hill Farm, Fountains, Ripon, Yorks. HG4 3AN
01876 - Megan Turnham, New Bungalow, Astwell New Park Farm, Syresham,
Northants, NN13 5QX
01877 - Mrs Ros Cook, 1 Fullers Close, Hadleigh, Ipswich, Sufflok, IP7 5AS
01878 - Poppy Burgess, Marlbank Lodge, Welland, Malvern, Worcestershire, WR13
6NA
01879 - Harry Turner, Laburnum Cottage, Blithbury Road, Hamstall, Ridware,
Rugeley, Staffs.
01880 - Mrs Phillipa Barnes, Boreland Farm, Dunscore, Dumfries, DG2 0XA
01881 - Helen Dixon, Lower Barnbow Farm, Barnbow Lane, Barwick-in-Gimet,
Leeds, Yorks, LS15 4LZ
01882 - Mrs Susan Harrison, The Lower House, Areley Lane, Areley Kings, Stowport
on Severn, Worcestershire, DY13 0TA.
01883 - Mrs Diana Gudgeon, Hamley Heath House, Nr Rugeley, Staffordshire, WS15
3LS.
Coloured Ryeland Flocks
459C - Mrs Suzanne Taylor, Orchard House, Peatling Parva, Leicestershire LE17
5QB.
460C - Billy Shore, Swanwillow Cottage, Tettonbridge, Off Booth Lane, Moston,
Middlewhich, CW10 0HT
461C - Simon Peck, Butterlaw House, Swinton, Colstream, Berwickshire, TD12 4HQ
462C - Laura White, Pleasance of Cargen, Islesteps, Dumfries, DG2 8EU
463C - Sian & Andrew Owen, Middle Garth Farm, Aberhafesp, Newtown, Powys.
SY16 3LN
464C - Shirley Dwyer, Clive Grange, New Street, Clive, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4
3LE

465C - Jennifer Bountford, Old Square, Square & Compass, Haverfordwest,
Pembrokeshire, SA62 5JJ
466C - Dr & Mrs PM Buckley, West Mount, 11 Throxenby Lane, Scarborough,
Yorks. YO12 5HN
467C - Janet Prentice, Marchgwyn Isaf, Efailwen, Clynderwen,Carmarthenshire,
SA66 7XG
468C - Mrs Phillipa Barnes, Boreland Farm, Dunscore, Dumfries, DG2 0XA
469C - Helen Dixon, Lower Barnbow Farm, Barnbow Lane, Barwick-in-Gimet,
Leeds, Yorks, LS15 4LZ

Flock Visits
Flock: Daylesford
visit date: 19 Feb 2014

Flock No.: 1794
Owner: Daylesford Organics

It was in August 2012 that Daylesford’s involvement with the Ryeland breed came to
the notice of the Ryeland community. The purchase of 25 shearling ewes and two rams
at Ludlow Show and Sale that year had a significant effect upon prices and so began the
speculation about Daylesford’s ambitions and how it may influence the breed. So, it is
long overdue to visit and find out the reality of their experience to date with Ryelands,
and to learn more about their plans for the future.
My meeting was with Richard Smith who is the Senior Farms Manager for the Daylesford
organic farms owned by the Bamford family. We had first met at the Three Counties
Show on the Ryeland show lines in 2012 when he and Lady Carole Bamford were
researching additional sheep breeds to add to their organic meat operation and were
making their final decision on the suitability of the Ryeland. Daylesford has its origins
in the passion Lady Bamford has for organic and sustainable farming and food. Backed
by the resources of one of the UK’s largest and most successful multinational
manufacturing companies, JCB, the food and farming operation now comprises farm
shops and restaurants in Staffordshire and Gloucestershire, London and Tokyo and its
own dedicated online organic farm shop within Ocado. Fresh produce from the farms
is delivered to London every morning for sale in their own farm shops and cafes, and to
a Daylesford concession within Selfridges.
Managed with a passion by Richard Smith, this is no hair shirt and sandals operation –
Daylesford is clearly a highly sophisticated, professional organisation based upon an
unwavering belief that the land can be, and is, managed to strict organic principles. Not
simply a matter of fewer chemicals and an organic label for marketing purposes; this is
a holistic approach, traditional farming by ethos, that joins the health of the animal with
the health of the land. They have made very significant achievements in breeding and
improving other traditional breeds such as the British Friesian, but we must focus on
sheep for this visit and discover how they manage their Ryelands. The results are

qualified in that they have only had one year’s Ryeland lambing so far, but nevertheless
they have already reached some very important conclusions.
Richard’s background before Daylesford was as a sheep farmer in New Zealand and he
has considerable experience and a clear perspective on all contemporary and traditional
sheep management methods. The Daylesford operation is very sophisticated, but the
overall impression is one of careful simplicity in their methods of animal rearing.
Management of the health and productivity of the pasture, the use of very little
concentrates, the production of high quality organic meat produced on grass alone, is
essentially simple and traditional. This was how the Ryeland was reared for many
centuries, so how has it fared at Daylesford and can it justify its place as a contemporary
meat breed? I knew their verdict may have important consequences for the Society’s
plans to promote the Ryeland as a Terminal Sire, so here we may find out….

Sheep housing – Ryelands penned with Kerrys and Cotswolds: Photo: Patrick Wilkinson
Location:
Daylesford Organic Farm was established in 1988 with the purchase of a 1,750 acres
estate near Kingham in the Cotswolds. Today, with the addition of 600 acres of rented
land it totals 2,350 acres. The Bamford family owns a further estate at Wootton in
Staffordshire and all 5,500 acres combined over both estates are producing a range of
red and white meats that are 100% organic. At Daylesford 130 milking Freisans, 5,000
laying hens, 2,000 turkeys, 350 Christmas geese, along with their own market garden,
creamery, bakery and abattoir make up this Noah’s ark of a polished farming operation
that is made transparent to both trade and public visitors alike.

The land ranges from 600’ in the north with Cotswold brash soils with 25% limestone
to loamy clays in the centre. Land to the south is up to 300’ with more heavy clay soils
and rainfall is 30 inches a year. Any land down to arable crops is for the production of
feed for their own animals, so, with the majority of land down to pasture, this is one of
the UK’s largest organic farming ventures. 20% of the land is in arable rotation for the
production of feed energy at any one time. A further 20% is in the phase of fertility
building with the application of 4,000 tonnes a year of Daylesford’s own manures and
with the addition of crop varieties such as Red and White Clover and Sainfoin.
Traditional grass varieties are favoured over more nitrogen hungry short ley types.
Richard is particularly enthusiastic about the future for Sainfoin at Daylesford.
Intriguingly, Ryelands in the Cotswolds in 1750 were probably fed more Sainfoin than
they are today, as 25% of Cotswold pastures were Sainfoin in those days – another
example of how old varieties have a good future in modern organic methods. Sainfoin
is naturally anthelmintic and drought tolerant. 150 acres of the estate is down to
permanent pasture.
How did you decide Ryelands had a place in your operation? It was Lady Bamford’s
keenness for the Ryeland at the outset. As a traditional, centuries old breed, I wasn’t so
sure initially, as it was unproven in its ability to give us what we needed for commercial
meat sales, but we decided together to give it a try.
Which other sheep breeds do you keep?
We have 1,220 Lleyns, 100 Kerrys, 100 Mule crosses, 60 Texels, 15 Cotswolds and 25
Ryeland ewes, a total of 1,320 breeding sheep here at Daylesford. We later plan to keep
Ryelands on our Staffordshire farms when we have built the Ryeland flock here. Key
to our organic lamb production is having a mix of breeds that, with different breeding
cycles, enable us to have year round production of fresh lamb. Nothing is distributed
frozen and we produce 80 to 100 lambs a week throughout the whole year. I’d like to
re-educate the British market that the peak lamb season is September, not Easter, which
is a hangover from the days of New Zealand lamb! In September we could move around
500 lambs a week if the customers wanted them at that time.
What are your plans for the Ryelands?
We plan to grow the flock to around 100 breeding ewes. This year we kept 16 ewe lambs
to add to the flock and we haven’t lost any of the 25 ewes we bought at Ludlow in 2012.
We have also used our other Ryeland ram on 25 Lleyn ewes and in addition to building
a pedigree Ryeland flock, we are very interested in using it on a decent scale as a Terminal
Sire. We plan to offer a Ryeland lamb box scheme later this year with the delivery of
chilled, fresh meat, important to encourage our customers to use the whole animal, not
to just want the best cuts.
The most important question of all - how successful have the Ryelands been for you
so far?
We are extremely pleased and, to be honest, perhaps a little surprised at how well it has
done. We put one of the Ryeland tups to 25 Lleyn ewes and their lamb crosses have

done equally as well as any other crosses we’ve tried. We favour the Ryeland Lleyn
crosses as they seem to give us the same approx. 45 kg live, 21kg dead weights we target
for. The Ryeland crosses matched this and finished in exactly the same time as any of
the others, and all off grass only. The Ryelands didn’t look as heavy as other lambs at
first sight, but weighed out just the same. What they lose in height and apparent size,
they made up for in width and depth of muscle. We aim for a R3L carcase for all breeds
and the Ryeland cross lambs matched that.
Any lambing problems? Not really – we did think having bought good animals at
Ludlow that would inevitably be in show condition, that we may have had difficulty
getting some into lamb, but we didn’t. We had a 150% lambing percentage last year.
Only a small percentage needed assistance at lambing so we were able to treat it exactly
the same as the other breeds we keep. The only observation I have particular to the
Ryeland is the way they felt the cold more than any other breed when they were shorn
and housed, but perhaps not surprising having lost that heavy fleece! The ewes and
lambs spend 24hrs penned for mothering up and then two days in hardening off pens
outdoors. The mothering abilities were very good. Once outside, the Ryelands run with
our Kerrys and Cotswolds.
What is your attitude to producing coloured lambs?
We were surprised to get a higher percentage than we were expecting. Just over 15% I
think. They aren’t a problem, but we would only keep white tups for Terminal Sires,
although we did keep one excellent coloured tup lamb to use! We would prefer a white
Ryeland flock, but we have other more important priorities at the moment than trying to
breed it out.
Your facilities? The sheep are housed from January onwards until lambing. The shed
is used for poultry rearing in the Summer, then cleaned out completely for the sheep over
the winter. The sheep are shorn, scanned and then housed. We plan to start lambing on
April 1st.
Do you feed hay, haylage or silage? The breeding ewes get good quality hay when
they are housed and a higher ME haylage about four weeks from lambing. The ME of
a good hay is 10 – 11, this year we produced the best at 13.5. If the forage is good,
obviously you need to feed less concentrates.
How many staff are employed on the Daylesford farm? 5 in horticulture and 9 in
agriculture. We have a full time shepherd who has assistance at lambing time – then we
have a night lambing man and a student who is with us for a year.
What is your judgement on the quality of the Ryeland x Lleyn meat? We have over
twenty chefs within the Daylesford business and they have all agreed it is the best tasting
meat we produce. Sweet and succulent with more flavour than many other ‘commercial
breed’ meats – they really say it is excellent. We are interested in promoting it with the
provenance of a traditional breed, by name, as that connects our customers with the
origins and rearing standards of our lamb.

What do you do with your wool? It is used in our own Daylesford craft items that are
sold in our shops.
What concentrates do you feed? We give the tup lambs we’re keeping to shearlings
about half a pound a day of feed over the winter. The feed mill we use is supplied with
our own grain and the feed is made up into an 18% protein ewe nut for us. The pregnant
ewes are given 1kg a day three weeks before lambing, ‘skinnies’ a little more, nothing
any earlier than that. We prefer the feed made up into the larger cob nuts that are spread
into the straw – it gives the slow feeders a better chance to get their ration and keeps the
ewes busy! After turn-out, the ewes get a small amount of feed, but not much as they’re
turned out onto good grass.
Do you use feed blocks or mineral supplements? None other than organic molasses
for the house ewes close to lambing and in the field just salt licks that the sheep take
only if they need it.
How do you monitor any deficiencies? We carry out random blood tests on all breeds
but rarely have had any issues to deal with. If you manage the soil well, then everything
else seems to balance and take care of itself. We lime the pastures and occasionally have
applied magnesium but of course don’t use any soil inputs other than our own manure.
What restrictions imposed by the Soil Association for your organic status cause you
the biggest challenge? We don’t regard them as restrictions because good organic
practice is always about prevention rather than cure. If you get the basics right you will
have much less need for the products we would rather not, or can’t, use. We do
occasionally have to use anthelmintics, with vet and SA approval of course, but in 2012
used only a little and in 2013, none. If the pasture management is right, the sheep are
right. One key thing is that we run a closed flock, so extreme care is taken not to bring
any problems on to the farm. We had a few cases of enzootic abortion a few years ago,
but bred that out. Any sheep that come on to the farm are of course not of organic status,
like the purchased Ryelands, but their offspring is classified as organic. We are allowed
to use treatments where the health of the animal has to be put first and the Soil Association
guidelines allow this. Our biggest challenge I suppose is fluke. We would treat the sheep
in September and again six weeks later – this is important to kill any oocysts that survived
the first treatment. The flock gets Heptavac P, the ewes four weeks before lambing. We
don’t worm the lambs.
Do Daylesford have any showing ambitions? In time, probably. But not until we have
bred all our own and can show animals that have a Daylesford prefix on both sides of
their pedigree – then we’ll be ready!
So what is the future of the Ryeland at Daylesford? Based upon our first year’s
experience, extremely good. We plan to routinely produce our own Terminal Sire
Ryeland tups for use on our Lleyns and to sell and to grow the pedigree Ryeland flock
to around a hundred ewes. We will then consider expanding their use and also keeping

them in Staffordshire. It is early days and we only have one year to go on so far, but we
are pleased with the Ryelands’ performance and haven’t found any drawbacks.
We need to take stock here of the significance of some important conclusions in Richard’s
answers. Daylesford have proven to their satisfaction several key things that have perhaps
to date only been the subject of anecdotal evidence and loyal belief within Ryeland
circles. They are:
•
•

•
•
•

The meat does taste measurably better than more contemporary commercial
breeds.
The Ryelands’ performance as a Terminal Sire at Daylesford is, so far, a success
that stands comparison with any other breed, both in carcase weights and its
ability to finish quickly.
It will finish off grass alone to the same commercial target weights, live and
carcass, in the same time.
They have not experienced any disadvantages to the breed in respect of lambing
assistance, health issues, profligacy or mothering ability.
The Ryeland can today justify it place as part of a large scale commercial meat
operation.

As a well known expert sheep dog handler, Richard’s only disappointment with the
Ryelands is that they are hopeless with a sheep dog – they won’t move and only stand
their ground with the dog – but we all know that!
This was both a fascinating and an exciting visit. Exciting because it is clear that
Daylesford are in the process of proving the suitability of the Ryeland as a Terminal Sire
to the benefit of all Ryeland breeders and also professionally promoting the provenance
of their Ryeland meat by name in their retail outlets, cafes and restaurants. The Ryeland
breed is in safe hands with Daylesford and I personally believe they are going to
substantially enhance the future of the Ryeland as a contemporary meat breed.
Patrick Wilkinson

Scottish Smallholder & Grower Festival 2013
Show Report
The second SS&G Festival was held at Lanark Agricultural Centre on 28th September
2014 with great success for, and super support from, RFBS members in Scotland.
Raymond and Beth Aitken provided stewarding support on the day, with Beth taking
charge when Raymond donned his judge’s hat to judge the Ryeland and Coloured
Ryeland classes. Prizes were nicely spread between seven flocks with Eddie and Janice
Henderson picking up the Champion Ryeland ticket with their ram lamb and Chris and
Ricky Smyth taking the Champion Coloured Ryeland and the Rosedean Salver, with

their ewe lamb. Reserves were Adam Fleming with his ewe lamb in the Ryelands and
C&R Smyth with a gimmer in the Coloured Ryeland section. Janice Milne competed
successfully in both sections, picking up a third with her Ryeland pair and third with her
Coloured Ryeland ram lamb.
In the Interbreed, E&J Henderson stood reserve in both the pair and the individual with
their Ryelands and also scored success in the Butcher’s Lamb section, picking up first
and second in the British Lowland or crossbred class.
And just to reinforce the versatility of the Ryeland and Coloured Ryeland, first, third
and fourth rosettes in the Wool on the Hoof (Closewool) were picked up by E&J
Henderson and A&F Hipwell respectively while a coloured ewe from C&R Smyth stood
second in the popular Veteran Ewe class.
The Festival organisers would like to thank the RFBS for its continued support and
members for turning out to exhibit at the event – sheep numbers in 2013 were almost
double the 2012 number and over twenty different breeds of sheep were represented.
The 2014 Festival will take place on Saturday 27th September at Lanark Agricultural
Centre; schedules will be available from the website in early June
www.scottishsmallholdershow.co.uk

SS&G Spring Gathering – new event for 2014
The organisers of the SS&G Festival are launching a new event for 2014, honouring a
longstanding commitment to smallholders, crofters and growers in the North and North
East of Scotland.
The SS&G Spring Gathering will take place on Saturday 31st May at Thainstone
Agricultural Centre, a well-known and popular venue in the area.
The format will follow that of the Festival, with livestock classes (sheep, goats, pigs and
cattle); poultry and waterfowl show; Garden, Craft and Food Fair; trade stands, breed
societies and a programme of seminars and demonstrations.

Ear Tagging.
This is one of the most common topics that members ask for advice about. There is a lot
of confusion about what tags are needed and the information that needs to be one them.
Hopefully this will provide some guidance and answer some questions. I will deal with
the subject in two sections – statutory requirements and RFBS tagging rules.
Statutory Requirements.
1) All sheep born on or after 31st December 2009 must be identified according to the
current rules. Older sheep are covered by earlier legislation.
2) All sheep kept beyond 12 months of age must be identified with one electronic
tag/bolus and one visual tag.
3) Any sheep intended for slaughter before 12 months of age can be tagged with a
single slaughter tag which can be electronic or visual, although they may also be
identified as per point 2). However, in Scotland, any slaughter tag MUST be
electronic. From 2015, all UK slaughter tags must be electronic.

4) In England and Wales, electronic tags MUST be yellow and visual tags must not be
yellow. Scotland is different in that although SEERAD recommend yellow as the colour
for EID tags, it is not compulsory and is also permitted as a colour for matching visual
tags.
5) Red is the colour reserved for replacement tags where the animal IS NOT on its holding
of birth. Where the electronic identification is a ruminal bolus, rather than a tag, the
visual tag MUST be black. Red and black are reserved for these purposes only.
6) If an animal is tagged with a slaughter only tag, and is still on its holding of birth, it
may be upgraded to full EID (double tagged) by removing the slaughter tag and inserting
one electronic tag and a marching visual tag.
7) Rules covering replacement tags are the same for animals born since the introduction
of EID and older animals. Where the sheep is on its birth holding, a lost tag can either
be replaced by a replacement identical to the lost tag OR the remaining tag can also be
removed and a new pair of tags applied. Where the latter option is used, the old and new
tag numbers must be cross referenced in your flock record book.
8) Replacement tags for animals not on their holding of birth are as per 7) except that
the tags MUST be red.
9) Where a sheep has lost a slaughter tag, it can be replaced with another. Where the
animal is not on its birth holding, the new slaughter tag must be red.
eg:

UK0 123456 00001

(YELLOW)

UK0 123456 00001

(OTHER COLOUR)

Full EID - UK number & Individual Number Double tags for animals kept for more
than 12 months.
UK123456

(YELLOW)

Slaughter only - UK flock number only. Can be electronic or electronic. Must be yellow
if electronic.

Pedigree Information: Ryeland & Coloured Ryeland Flock Books
It is vital to remember that your pedigree information is required IN ADDITION to that
required by DEFRA/SEERAD/WAG.
1) Your tags must display your ryeland or coloured ryeland flock number. This number
identifies the flock in which the sheep was bred
2) Your tags must display the year of birth letter relevant to the animal in question ie
2014 born lambs, the letter U must be present. This identifies the year in which the
lamb was born
3) Tags must also include an individual number. This identifies the particular animal
within that year’s crop of lambs.
4) The individual number can be anything, so long as it is unique within that birth year.
Some breeders begin at 1 each year. Others use the individual number that is part of the
DEFRA/SEERAD/WAG information.

5) It should be possible to put all the pedigree information on the reverse side of the tags
carrying the statutory information ie: no need to use a third tag.
A lot of members contact me to ask what they should put on their tags. My advice is as
follows:
Order the number of tags that you need. They will automatically have the correct statutory
information on them. Ask for your flock number and the year of birth letter to added as
“additional information”
Eg:
Front

UK0 123456 00001

Reverse

01999 P

The tag number for this animal would be noted in the RFBS records as 01999/P00001
Supplementary Registers:
If you have animals to register in either of the supplementary registers both the above
sections apply, but with the following addition.
1) Animal registered in either supplementary register must have the ryeland or coloured
ryeland flock number prefixed by the letter “S”.
Eg:
Front

UK0 123456 00020

Reverse

S 01999 P

The tag number for this animal would be noted in the RFBS records as S01999/P00020.
I hope that helps to make things clearer.
Dot Tyne.

From the Vets.
Diarrhoea in Lambs
It’s always harder to be ‘topical’ at this time of year but I think I’ve come up with a
subject that will be of interest to everyone, whatever their current stage in the ovine
gynaecological calendar! My lambing starts on April 13th (I’ve sponged 20 ewes this
year so what’s the betting I’ll be finished by April 14th? - I’ll let you know in the next
issue) but I presume some of you will have that part of the cycle over by the end of
January. Although i write this in early February there’s hardly been a flake of snow and
even an absence of real frosts, so what this means to the overwintering of worm eggs
and bacteria (eg foot-rot) we’ll have to wait and see. Our sympathies for anyone on the
Somerset levels or anyone else trying to figure out hydroponic grazing and this may be
very relevant to the topic of this month’s article.
Why are my lambs scouring?
While ‘worms’ would probably spring to most minds there are many other possible
causes to think about and many questions, particularly concerning age and management
practices that need answering before rushing to any conclusions.

So let’s look at the list of the: Top 10 ’Runners and Riders’ for this year’s Scour
Stakes.
1. Lamb Dysentery. A historic favourite though now rated as 500:1. Infection by
Clostridium perfringens type B, causes a fatal, bloodstained scour in lambs usually just
a few days old. Farmers in the 1920’s, being so distressed by losses of up to 30% of the
lamb crop, founded the Animal Diseases Research Association (now Moredun) who
first produced lamb Dysentery anti-serum and then the first commercial Clostridial
vaccine, the forerunner of Heptavac P plus. If you don’t vaccinate your ewes don’t say
you weren’t warned!!!
2. E Coli. Moderate Odds of 20:1. Watery mouth is caused by an overgrowth of E coli
bacteria in a lamb’s gut. The bacteria are everywhere in the environment, but concentrated in faeces. Lambs are born with no natural protection against this problem. Gut
stasis, causing intestinal distension with air, and dribbling saliva are the first symptoms
followed by scour – if they survive the cold this long. Prevention is by lambing pen
hygiene, clean udders and rapid (<30 min) intake of good quality colostrum. The use of
‘prophylactic’ antibiotics at birth is very controversial as it may be connected with
developing antibiotic resistance and while useful in the face of an outbreak it should not
be a regular practice if at all possible.
3. Rotavirus. While very common in calves it only rates a 50:1 in lambs though I have
seen outbreaks, usually lambs up to 1 wk old, with shared grazing with cattle. Treatment
is fluids, warmth and TLC.
4. Cryptosporidia. An important disease in neo-nates in all species (including man) in all parts of the world. Happily outbreaks in lambs, usually 2-10 days old, are fairly
rare so it only rates a 40:1. Again fluid therapy is most important though there is a
specific treatment (Halocur:MSD) which however needs to be used very carefully in
young lambs.
5. Salmonella. 100:1 An occasional outbreak in very young lambs – usually when
mixed with affected calves. Note this is not the same strain (S typhimurium or S Dublin)
of the bacteria that causes abortion storms in sheep (S Montevideo). Oral antibiotics
may be useful.
6. Coccidiosis. 6:1 Typically lambs 6-10 wks old. Justifies it’s 2nd favourite tag by
some debilitating chronic scours – due to the emerging parasites destroying the bowel
lining. Ewes shed small numbers of oocysts and generally this allows lambs to slowly
develop natural resistance. Mixing age batches is a big problem as a 3 wk development
cycle means that older lambs can contaminate the environment with a large number of
infective oocysts hence younger lambs being overwhelmed by the challenge before they
get a chance to develop any resistance. Some of you – ie those affected by the floods
may well have a greater risk this year if you are housing longer than expected. Specific
treatments are available and there is an in-feed additive for ewes or creep feed that can

be useful in certain circumstances. The biggest danger of coccidiosis is if the lambs have
nematodirus (see below) at the same time as the scours can be rapidly fatal. Get your
vet to examine faeces samples.
7. Malnutrition. 25:1. Bear in mind scour can be caused by too much high quality
milk or an alteration to the gut’s fermentation process, with over-rich grass, or rape seeds
being typical examples. Under feeding could also result in diarrhoea if the lambs browse
unsuitable plants.
8. Trace Element deficiencies. 30:1. Copper and cobalt deficiencies will cause ill-thrift
and scour – usually in weaned lambs. Blood samples may be needed to check the correct
levels of these elements are present.
9. Nephrosis. In some areas this is a serious cause (3% fatalities recorded) of illthrift,
diarrhoea and death in lambs 2-12 wks old although a 20:1 rating overall. Kidneys are
destroyed by a toxin of unknown origin and there is no treatment.
10. ‘Worms’
i) Nematodirus. Deserves a separate listing and 6:1 co 2nd favourite status.
The classical view is that the on-pasture, over-wintered eggs needed to be subject to a
prolonged sub-zero temperature followed by a rise to over 10 deg C, which resulted in
a mass hatching. If susceptible lambs, usually 4-8 wks old, are grazing when this
happens, then profuse scour outbreaks will result, with some fatalities Unfortunately
real life does not always follow perceived wisdom and in recent years we have been
seeing ‘atypical’ problems – including nematodirus scour in autumn. Anthelmintic
Resistance has been slower to develop so the ‘white wormers’ are still generally effective
– though problems have been reported recently.
ii) Ostertagiasis 4:1. The typical scour worm of mid to late season lambs.
More of a chronic diarrhoea and ‘poor-doers’ than nematodirus but overall just a great
production cost.
This ever-present aspect of management has been a perpetual problem for sheep farmers
which has progressively been complicated by the development of resistance to the
commonly used wormers (anthelmintics) and the subject of AR (Anthelmintic Resistance)
deserves a whole article of its’ own. Farm worming programs need to be individually
tailored to on-farm requirements and may include the 2 wormer groups introduced in the
last few years.
Dick Thompson MRCVS

Although it's now only February, I'm thinking ahead to the AGM. I haven't missed many
over the years and last year I travelled from Monmouth to Harrogate to attend. It turned
out to be well worth the effort. The meeting was constructive and informative and, in
addition to the presentations and the butchery demonstration, a good deal of ground was
covered and members had the chance to discuss issues relevant to the Ryeland breed.
Unfortunately, as I'd put myself at the mercy of public transport, I was unable to stay
until the end and so missed out on the last items on the Agenda and comments afterwards.
I'm told that one of the subjects discussed was that old vexatious question of coloured
lambs of white parentage and breeding and registering white and coloured Ryelands. It
seemed regrettable that after all that has been done to address this issue, we return to it
time and time again. Are people still trying to hide the genetic background in their
breeding programmes? Although I am of the old school who think the white sheep are
the ones to cultivate, I have no problem with people who positively want to breed
coloured Ryelands and go about it systematically, having done their background research.
It's the murky in-between areas that are the problem.
Having kept Ryelands for very many years and so seen the divisions and problems caused
by this issue, I have been appreciative of the efforts made to resolve it and think that
registering animals according to certain prescriptives is very positive. It enables those
who want to breed coloured Ryelands to do so and it helps those of us who are trying to
breed Ryelands to be aware of where the coloured sheep are so that we can work around
them.
I've kept Ryelands since 1990 and I think I'm quite proud of the fact that in all these years
I have only ever had one coloured lamb – out of a ewe bought at the show and sale in
1996. She produced twins in 1997 - one coloured and one white. The sire was one of
my own rams and was rather a nice animal but he and any related animals had to go. To
a mere hobbyist it seemed brutal to cull them but that was what I did. I wanted to keep
my flock white, although I subsequently realised that I did still have some related animals
but decided that it would be interesting to follow them through and see what they
produced. I still have descendants and they're all white.
In those days there was no separate registration for white and coloured sheep so buying
any animals was something of a leap of faith; breeders did not admit that they had sheep
carrying the colour gene. I remember one particular AGM when feelings were running
very high and the atmosphere was so thick you needed the proverbial knife to the extent
that when a member behind me stood up to speak and someone in front of me got to his
feet to reply, I ducked! It really was that unpleasant and threatening. Be thankful that
we have moved on!

I still have all the correspondence from those early 'discussions' and it makes salutary
reading. I hope we aren't about to go backwards and undo all the good work the Council
have achieved, both with regard to addressing the vexed question of colour breeding and
to making an AGM an occasion for which it is worthwhile expending effort to attend.

Trish Hayward.

From the Council
RFBS Council last met in mid-January. Here is a quick round up of some of the items
discussed:
• The resignation of Sandie Davison from Council left a vacancy for a Northern Region
representative. Two members put their names forward for co-option. Following a secret
ballot. Malcolm Dodsworth was appointed to fill the seat.
•Council considered a report from the Genetics Sib-Committee which had put together
a detailed proposal regarding testing for coat colour. Council considered this and agreed
that the proposal should be presented, in full, to the membership, who would vote on
whether or not to procerd.
• Alison Robinson gave details of an Open Day for RFBS members that she was
organising in conjunction with Westmorland show. Further details are included with this
mailing.
• Following the resignation of Nic Burton as the Chair of the Marketing Sub-Committee,
it was agreed to scale back the tagets for this group for the time being, concerntrating on
a few core items, including leaflets, the stand, merchandise and the website.
• Patrick Wilkinson gave a presentation to Council on the potential benefits of
Performance recording Ryeland and Coloured Ryeland sheep. It was agreed to ask a
member of staff from Signet (who run performance recording in the UK) to talk to the
members before the start of the AGM.
• Council agreed to fund the purchase of 4 new trophies for the National Show Champion and Reserve in both sections. It was also decided to subsidise exhibitors costs
by refunding pen fees paid to Royal Three Counties where sheep were forward on the
day of the show.
• The use of the online flock book was considered. It was agreed that more needed to be
dome to encourage a larger proportion of members to use. Various ways of doing this
were discussed. The matter will be looked at again at the next meeting.

• It was agreed that the 2014 AGM would be held at Redmarley Village Hall on Saturday
26th April. Council also agreed to subsidise a ticket only buffet lunch for attendees tickets would be priced at £4/head and must be booked and paid for in advance.
• The Chairman, Patrick Wilkinson informed Council that he intended to step down from
the position at the AGM due to forthcoming commitments.

Member Profile:
Sue Trimmings - Lightwater Coloured Ryelands.
Forty sheep was my aim. You have to be joking! All the coloured ryelands (with good
mouths and four-square) that I could source in 2003 were eleven gimmer lambs. They
looked pathetic in the 24 acres I was beginning to rent adjacent to my home. If I had
had endless money to spend I could have got some good lambs at Carlisle RBSS starting
at £80 but I thought that very expensive! A far cry from Carlisle in 2011, when prices
for ewe lambs topped £450 each.
Now I am carrying forty sheep at Lightwater. The eleven shearlings I lambed in 2004
seem small beer, especially since ignorance was bliss and I didn’t worry much about
things like liver fluke, coccidiosis or mineral deficiencies. Naturally I had taken a course
on shepherding (I knew it all!) and had my lecturer and a local farmer as my mentors.
Lots of things they mentioned went over my head at the time and it is only now that
mysterious comments they made have any meaning for me. I was determined not to fall
prey to my neighbours gloomy suggestion “buy cheap to start – lots of them will die”!

Despite lambing eleven shearlings my first year no lambs, let alone ewes, perished – a
fact I now think was partly luck and partly my obsessive vigilance. I vowed to consult
my vet (who also became one of my mentors) at the first problem. I only had one. A
shearling continued to push after producing twins. The vet recommended antiinflammatories after a prolonged lambing to prevent a prolapsed uterus. She recovered
and went on to produce several more twins before succumbing to mastitis. I was lucky
to start keeping sheep when my local vets were mostly a large animal practice. It is
different now and there’s much less expertise or time allocated to sheep.
My four fields (now subdivided with electric fences to make eight) and three paddocks
are in a heavily wooded valley and a south facing slope. The resulting frost pocket can
give extremes of temperature, particularly in the spring with no leaves on the trees. Three
years ago with the ewes in full fleece, after lambing, we had -5 °C overnight and 24 °C
during the day. Now the dividing hedges (planted five years ago) are starting to provide
shade, extremes are not so problematic, but without buildings lambing is in mid-April
and clipping early-June. Flies can be a problem, but seeing animals frequently and
knowing normal behaviour has helped me recognise the very start of flystrike so the
worst so far has been minor and quickly solved with a handful of salt rubbed into the
area and clipping the wool away.
There is no water supply to seven of the eight main fields so I have a long system of hose
pipes from an outside tap at the house travelling up to 200 yards. It works, but many
problems can arise: forgetting to turn off the tap so watering 4 acres of land!; not filling
the water butts before a spell of frosty weather freezes the pipes for days on end;
forgetting to change the hose at some junction so the wrong water butt is filled. I’ve
done them all - often.
The fields are well draining sandy loam that have always been permanent pasture. For
six years prior to me renting them they have been grazed by cattle so were relatively
disease-free for sheep. With insufficient (!) stock I tried lending out some grazing to my
neighbour but “they came back wet and stayed wet all winter” – not enough air round
the fields. Then I tried selling the grass for hay but if the weather was wrong the hay
didn’t get taken and I was left with rank pasture. Eventually I invested in a motorised
topper to tow behind the quad bike (that I had bought to help move ‘stuff’ around) and
now I top parts of each field to keep a rotation of good sward and freshly cut areas. It
is often several weeks before the sheep will graze again on an area that has been topped.
I’d love to make hay but no farmer round here can be relied on for small areas of
haymaking so I’m stuck with this system. It works and the sheep seem to thrive. I have
very few worm problems.
After eleven years I’m beginning to understand my ignorance about sheep and land. I
have gone through phases of registering too many rams; selling the wrong ones; selling
too many; not identifying the good breeding ones, etc. I do feel I have built up a sound
flock of breeding ewes by retaining the best each year. I know what they can do and I
hope to select the right rams to compliment them. At present I have thirty nine sheep:
two shearling rams; three ram lambs; one wether lamb; fifteen ewe lambs; and eighteen
breeding ewes. This is not a lot of sheep on 24 acres, but it is a lot of feet to trim, and
before long my circumstances will change.

Early on I competed at a few local shows and very occasionally further afield, but several
things became obvious:
1) A lot of time needs to be spent on stock to train them;
2) Locally there is no place for “rare breeds” - I made some embarrassing attempt to
show my sheep amongst commercial animals;
3) It is an expensive business – in time and money;
4) My interest lies in producing good quality animals that do well in the field, which
is not necessarily compatible with showing;
I am aiming for: high lambing percentages – 180% plus
close lambing – preferably within two weeks and without the use of sponging
quick growth to butchers weight so all lambs not being retained are gone
by the end of September
ease of lambing – although I still like to be there!
disease resistant
genetic soundness
“easy on the eye” and happy to greet visitors
The main problems I encounter with my flock relate to feet from the effect of long grass;
pneumonia in the spring when the temperatures varies widely; the constant threat of
roaming dogs; and genetic problems brought to light by rams carrying a recessive gene
mating with a ewe that is similarly effected. Of these, genetic problems have been my
biggest issue. I feel I have an understanding of them now and have records of those that
have occurred. I am helped by lambing my ewes for 10 years and using my own
replacements, so that I know the genetic makeup of my flock well. I never breed with

ewes that have produced a fault in a lamb, although twice I have kept the ewe to test
incoming rams. I call those ewes my “canary birds” but unfortunately their lambs must
go to the butchers. No ram is kept if it has produced a genetic defect in a lamb. 18
months ago I decided not to sell homebred rams unless they had been tested similarly to
the stock rams.
I feel coloured ryelands should have a rosy future with public demand still high and the
quality of animals improving. I favour inspection of rams to prevent sub-standard animals
degrading the flock.
However, the latest development for white ryelands, where they will be able to identify
coloured carriers, is undoubtedly going to reduce the supply of supplementary coloured
ryelands. This will prevent further development of our gene pool. At present we do not
know the genetic diversity of the coloured ryeland flock. I feel it is imperative that we
act now to establish this, so that we can respond to the new situation from a sound
knowledge base, and create the right strategy for their healthy survival.
May you continue to enjoy your coloured ryelands for many years to come and contribute
to the long-term good of the national flock.
Sue Trimmings
Open Day
Westmorland County Show Ground
Saturday 31st May 2014.
It is to be held in conjunction with Westmorland County Show's annual Country Fest
weekend. Country Fest offers a wide range of rural demonstrations and activities for
all the family and is held over two days.
Our Open Day will consist of closed workshops for our members on the following
subjects:Morning Workshops - anatomy of a Sheep, Breed Standard of a Ryeland – Examples
of a Ryeland and Coloured Ryeland will be used, assessing lambs for market
Lunch – catering will be available on the showground or bring a packed lunch
Afternoon Workshops
Husbandry – covering feeding, foot trimming, injections, woming, tagging, dagging
showing sheep including; how to choose your sheep to show, halter training, carding,
Trimming for show, Ring etiquette,
Also, shearing.
There will be the opportunity for hands on experience and Q & A sessions throughout
the day.
Tea, coffee and biscuits will be available on arrival.
Further details and a booking form will be circulated by the RFBS. Many thanks to the
NRG for their support of this event.

Coloured Ryeland News

Photo: Eleri W Hughes

Showing Coloured Ryelands
In 2014.
During the last few years there has been a considerable increase in the
number of people breeding Coloured Ryeland sheep not only in Wales and
its border counties but over the whole of the UK, and your Committee are
very keen to see more of these new breeders at Shows with their sheep.
We now have a large number of shows round the country holding classes
specifically for CRs but they tend to be supported by only a small group of
members. Shows such as Findon Sheep Fair in Sussex, the Royal Norfolk
and some of the Yorkshire and Scottish shows are all in need of an increase
in exhibitors in order that their Coloured Ryeland sections can be sustained
and I appeal to all of you who are new to Coloured Ryelands or who have
never thought of showing, to make an effort to do so and so boost the
entries at these vulnerable shows.
Earlier members of what used to be the Coloured Ryeland Group tried very
hard to persuade shows to put on classes and at times they were fighting a
losing battle. Eventually their persistence paid off and one or two shows in
the Welsh Border agreed to add Coloured Ryeland classes to their
schedules. Since that time the number of shows has increased, and you will
see elsewhere in this issue a list of these shows and the judges appointed for
them in 2014.

Added to this list are several in Yorkshire, namely Tockwith, Halifax, Ripley,
Masham, Emley, Ryedale and the North Yorkshire show. Details of these can be
obtained from the Northern Breeders Group Secretary and will be published in a later
Newsletter as and when details become available. There are also several shows in the
South East holding Any other breed, or native classes in which Coloured Ryelands
feature prominently and in the South West e.g. Honiton, Gillingham & Shaftesbury
and Melplash and also Cheshire County and the Great Yorkshire. If CR presence
increases at these shows it may be possible to have a separate section for our sheep but
they need evidence of the numbers of breeders interested.
Showing Coloured Ryelands is great fun and a great opportunity to meet other breeder
and learn more about the breed. At all the shows everyone is very friendly and help
each other when needed, so I hope more of you will come and join us in 2014.
Marian Thornett.

Judging List For 2014 Shows
17th/18th May Welsh Spring Show
28th/29th May Stafford County Show
14th June
Royal Three Counties
15th June
Nat. RBST,
Three Counties
25th/25th June Royal Norfolk
21st-24th July Royal Welsh Show
2nd August Tenbury Show
7th August
Burwarton Show
16th August Llyswen Show
23rd August Ludlow show and sale
September
Sennybridge show
13th Sept
13th Sept

Kington Show
Findon Sheep Fair
Carlisle Ssale

Pennie Mee
Doreen Smillie
Andy McVicar

Res LauraHowell
Res Steve Bradbury
Res John Reed

Carys Jones
Res Tom Bradbury
Steve Gray
Res John Donovan
Suzanne Donovan Res Andy McVicar
Selwyn Evans
Res Carys Jones
Randal Lewis
Res TBC
John Reed
Res Pennie Mee
Steve Bradbury Res Doreen Smillie 6th
Simon or John Donovan
Res TBC
Pam Bateman
Res Ifan Lloyd
Tom Bradbury
Res TBC
Laura Howell
Res R Aitken

Reserve Judges in 2014 have been asked to actually judge in 2015 but these will be
confirmed in Autumn 2014.
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TWO RAMS FOR SALE IN 2014
"DERWEN PLOVER" Reg.no. MC0619 flock no 075C/P16 born:
2011.
Sire: Derwen Kestrel Reg.no.MC0424 dam: Derwen Julie FC 1485
"Plover" is an outstanding ram with a very dark,beautiful fleece, and
passes this quality on to his lambs. His offspring have already won
prizes in the showring. "Plover" was Overall Champion at Kington as
a ram lamb and has been consistently placed in shows during the last 2
years. including Wool on the Hoof classes.He is quiet to handle and
goes well on the halter.
"DERWEN KESTREL" Reg.No. MC0424 Flock no S75C/K56
b.2008
Sire: Montgomery Herbie MC0354 Flock No.S153C/H11( sire Derwen
Drover,) bred by S and A McVicar
dam: Rosellie Harebelle FC1316 (s.Somerford Flare)bred by D.Fallows
"Kestrel" has produced many prize-winning lambs over the past few
years, has a good temperament and is quiet to handle.
Both Rams for sale at reasonable prices to good Coloured Ryeland
homes
Contact Marian Thornett, tel;01597 823013
email; john.thornett@btopenworld.com

Coloured Ryeland Sub Committee
Chairman
Andy McVicar

Secretary
Marian Thornett 01597 823013

01686 610615

Committee members
Ruth Mills
01584 711489
Carol Bateman 01874 636549
Chris Smyth
01671 830359
Paula Wills
01736 786173

Jana Peach
01686440636
Selwyn Evans 01267 275666
Tony Moore
01925730530
Valerie Howells 01268 961260

Notices for Members
2013 Sheep Survey : Those of you who have not yet completed your 2013 flock
survey, please complete online or return the completed forms as soon as possible but
before 30th April at the latest.
2014 Subscriptions: The majority of members have now paid their 2014 fees. Those
who have not yet paid will find a reminder invoice enclosed with this newsletter. If you
have sent your fees in the last ten days or so, please ignore the invoice. Please note that
if your 2014 subscription is not paid by 31st March, you will be removed from the
Society’s mailing list and membership benefits will be withdrawn.
Newsletter in Colour: There is a simple way to receive your Society newsletter in colour.
Sign up to have your copy of the newsletter sent by email and you will be able to view
or print a full colour version. Simply email info@ryelandfbs.com to request your
newsletter by email. This will also help to minimize costs and reduce the impact on the
environment.
2014 Year Letter: Please note that the year letter for lambs born in 2013 will be U.
Sale Dates for 2014: This year’s Ludlow sale will take place on Saturday 23rd August.
The Carlisle date is Saturday 20th September.
Flock Books: Those of you that have paid your 2014 subscriptions will have received
your 2013 flock books. Standard membership entitles you to the flock book that relates
to your sheep ie Ryeland or Coloured Ryeland - if you pay for a second flock, then you
will be sent both books. Non-flock owning members will be sent one book (please let
me know which is your preference for future reference. Honorary Life members will
automatically receive both books.
Extra Flock Books: Those members that pay a single flock owning membership, but
wish to continue to have copies of both flock books can purchase the extra book for £5
plus postage. Please add £1.75 postage for the Ryeland flock book and £1.25 for the
Coloured flock book.
Next Council Meeting: The next meeting of Council takes place on 26th April 2014. If
you have any issues you would like Council to discuss, please contact the Secretary by
Monday 7th April
March Newsletter: Please send copy to the Secretary by 31st May.

