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Editor’s Letter
Raining again and it’s supposed to be Summer !
The Newsletter this time is a bit thinner than usual, partly because Patrick
Wilkinson who writes our Flock Visit articles is not able, due to pressure of his
work, to make a visit to a member’s flock and write it up this time and it looks
as though he will not be writing the Autumn article also. Pity, because his pieces
are so interesting and this is a big loss to readers. He hopes to be able to do one
for the Christmas issue.
Nevertheless there are some interesting articles - Alison Robinson who is looking
after our merchandise venture, has written about what is on offer, with
photographs and contact details and we hope that you will all flood her with
orders for sweatshirts etc. and support what she is doing. We have our usual
Vet’s Article and Show Reports and hope that you will find it an interesting
issue.
So enjoy the Newsletter and please give some thought about putting pen to paper
to make it even better !
Cut Off Dates for Publication.
Several members have asked us to print a list of cut off dates for the receipt of
articles for the Newsletter.
The Newsletter is printed 4 times each year, in March,June, September and
December and we need to have your contributions 4 weeks before publication
to enable Dot to put it all together, get drafts checked and off to the printers so
that members have their copy in time.
So for this year we need articles for the September issue by 30th.August and
for the December issue by 30th. November please.
David Parsons
Editor

From the President
David, our newsletter editor, has asked me if I would write an article for the
newsletter, about my role as your new President. I received this honour at our
AGM on Saturday 26th April, at Redmarley, in Glos. It was a shame if you were
unable to attend, it was a very interesting AGM , with our two most excellent
speakers. The first presentation was from Lucy Webb-Wilson, the Signet
Breeding specialist from EBLEX – “”performance recording for the Ryeland

breed”” – followed by Prof. Mike Bruford,
from Cardiff University, faculty of
BioScience “”Genomics and future-proofing
livestock breeds for a changing world””, his
talk, was awe – inspiring!!

Council Members
North of England
Alison Robinson(co-opted)
Nic Burton (co-opted)
Patrick Wilkinson
Malcolm Dodsworth (co-opted)
Central & Southern England
Anne Jones
Ruth Mills
Tony Moore (Vice Chair)
David Parsons
Jane Pinches
Carole Shaw
Richard Wear
Margaret Wear

I had been asked by one of our members, Scotland:
‘what is the role as President of the RFBS’
and did write a few words on Facebook Wales:
regarding this, unfortunately we have around David Lewis
320 of our members who belong to our Sue McVicar
closed group, but that still leaves lots more
CRC Representative
members, who are unable to access this.
Firstly, I “googled” in what does a President Andy McVicar
do – this is one of the answers that came up President
–“ Most Presidents of an organisation must Carole Shaw (Deputy Vice Chair)
oversee all departments and ensure that
everything is running smoothly” My Vice President
John Donovan (Chair)
appointment is perhaps more an honorary
position, with a seat on Council and voting President Elect
rights – this I already have, as a member of Stephen Hipps
council (they won’t let me vote twice
though!!) The President is the only person elected to council by all members, as
opposed to regional members, and is also a Director of the Limited Company.
I will hold this position for one year, then will become Deputy President for one
year. As President I will chair the Council meeting immediately preceding the
AGM, for the election of Chairman, then as President will act as Chairman of
the AGM, and any General meetings of the Society. These will be my official
duties. The part I am looking forward to most, is attending as many shows as
possible, and meeting members, this I will do, unfortunately we will not be able
to stay away from home overnight, and a big, big thank you to some, who have,

unbelievably offered to move in and look after our sheep and dogs, so that we
may go further afield, but our three dogs are elderly, rescue dogs, with attitude,
so we couldn’t leave them – your kindness is overwhelming. I have included a
photo of the President’s badge for those members who have never seen it, which
I will wear at the shows this year , and be very proud to do so too – hope David
will have room for this photo, space is sometimes limited in the newsletter.
Some of you will perhaps be interested in a list of past Presidents of the Society
– they go back to 1905 – but will list back to 1979, when Richard Wear was
President - hope you will read, it will take me ages to type all these dates and
names!
1979-Richard Wear
1982-E.G,Price
1985-G.G.Tibbey
1988-J.A.Davies
1991-G.A.Roberts
1994-J.R.Taylor
1997-Mrs.B.McCaul
2000-I.Keeble
2003-G.Bishop
2006-Mrs.A.Bishop
2009-P.Dixon
2012-Miss D. Smillie

1980-Miss R. James
1983-E.G.Price
1986-A.G.Morgan
1989-M.N.Collins
1992-Mrs.M.Brookes
1995-K.W.Jones
1998-Mrs.P.Bateman
2001-H.Norman
2004-Mrs.S.Bryden
2007-Richard Wear
2010-Andy McVicar
2013-John Donovan

1981-H.G.Richardson
1984-T.M.Davies
1987-A.W.Brookes
1990-R.H.Preece
1993-R.J.Webb
1996-J.S.Greatrex
1999-P.J.Tyler
2002-H.Norman
2005-Mrs.M.Wear
2008-Ifan Lloyd MRCVS
2011-Mrs.Anne Jones
2014-Mrs.Carole Shaw.

Carole Shaw

New Members: 19.01.14 - 26.04.14

Ryelands
01884 - Janet Prentice, Marchgwyn Isaf, Efailwen, Clynderwen, Carms, SA66 7XQ
01885 - Mrs Carla Finch, Ferry Farm, Harewood, Calstock, Cornwall, PL18 9SQ.
01886 - Toby Lloyd, Gwenfron, Tremont Road, Llandrindod Wells, Powys, LD1 5EB
01887 - Mr FD Nesfield, Rye House Farm, Harome, York, North Yorks, YO62 5JN
01888 - A. Banks & C. Harper, Rhodd o Duw Fach Farm, Allt y Grug, Ystalyfera,
Swansea, SA9 2AR
01889 - L & J Jenkins, Ie Brynteg, Seven Sisters, Neath, West Glamorgan, SA10 9ET
01890 - Thelma Thompson, “Greta”, Sanford Avenue, Church Stretton, Shropshire,
SY6 7AB
01891 - J. Rushby, Pontnewydd Cottage, Pontnewydd, Pontyates, Llanelli, SA15 5TL
01892 - Mr M & Mrs A Dennison, Fulshaw House, Fulshaw Cross, Penistone, Yorks,
S36 9FQ
01893 - Rebecca Marchant, Great Llanthomas, Cwmcarven, Monmouth, NP25 4PZ
01894 - Stephen Sephton, Pen y Cae, Llangurig, Llanidloes, Powys, SA18 6SL.
01895 - David Mitchell, Wellhill Steadings, New Cumnock, Ayrshire, KA18 1QD

01896 - Rachel Francis, Lynwood, Moorehouses Road, Tumby Woodside, Boston,
Lincs. PE22 7SSN
01897 - Amanda Ryder, 8 Hayfield Grove, Aldridge, Walsall, West Mids, WS9 0AF
01898 - Ruth Robinson, Carzfield Farm, Kirkmahoe, Dumfries, D61 1SY
01899 - Mr A Moss, Wrens, Down Street, Piltdown, East Sussex, TN22 3XX
01900 - Audrey Gorman, Sleeve Farm, St Ive, Liskeard, Cornwall, PL14 3NA
01901 - Susanna Morel, The Firlands, Bishops Frome, Worcester, WR6 5BA
01902 - Liz Kershaw, The Sconce, Whitbourne, Herefordshire, WR6 5SS.
01903 - Barry Skinner, Tyddyn Gele, Cemlyn, Ynys Mon, LL67 0DU
01904 - Mr & Mrs S Trivett, Lake Cottage, Doddiscombleigh, Exeter, Devon, EX6
7PZ
Coloured Ryelands
470C Mrs Sally Clark, Green Farm, Everingham, York, East Yorkshire, YO42 4JE.
471C - A. Banks & C. Harper, Rhodd o Duw Fach Farm, Allt y Grug, Ystalyfera,
Swansea, SA9 2AR
472C - L & J Jenkins, Ie Brynteg, Seven Sisters, Neath, West Glamorgan, SA10 9ET
473C - Jonathon James, Old Manor House, Main Street, West Linton, Peebleshire,
EH46 7EA
332C - Oliver Holmwood, Hillpark Farm, Fairyhill, Reynoldston, Gower, Swansea,
SA3 1BS
474C - Mrs Julie Morris, 2 The Barracks, Westhope, Craven Arms, Shrops SY7 9JW
475C - Mrs Karen Turnbull, Middlebrook, 30 Burton Road, Caton-in-the-elms,
Swadlincote, DE12 8HJ
476C - Laytn Sharp, Cleve Bungalow, Upottery, Honiton, Devon, EX14 9QT
477C - Stephen Sephton, Pen y Cae, Llangurig, Llanidloes, Powys, SA18 6SL.
478C - Susan & Andrew Dyer, Garthfolds, Lazonby, Penrith, Cumbria, CA10 1BA.
479C - Andrew Cullen, 2 Elm View, Langford Road, Ulting, Maldon, Essex, CM9
6QF.
480C - MC & JS Toyne, Becklea Farm, Carr Road, Ulceby, North Lincs, DN39 6TX
481C - Mrs Sarah Smithson, The Cedars, Wheatcommon Lane, Richards, Castle,
Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8 4AG.
482C - Alex C Lewis, Cefncoed Mawr, Pumsaint, Llanwrda, Carmarthenshire, SA19
8YL
483C - Janet Parry, Ffos y Coed, Tregare, Raglan, Monmouthshire, N15 2DL
484C - Amanda Ryder, 8 Hayfield Grove, Aldridge, Walsall, West Midlands, WS9
0AF
485C - V Chadwick, New House Farm Cottage, Allen Lane, Mercaston, Ashbourne,
Derbyshire, DE6 3BL
486C - Bethan Jones, Golwg-yr-Haul, Brecon Road, Penycae, Swansea, SA9 1YR
487C - Marie Dring, Beech House Farm, Potterspury, Northants, NN12 7PY
488C - Mr J Turner & Miss L McParland, Acre Farm, Acre Lane, Boulderclough,
Luddendenfoot, Halifax. HX2 6JP

RFBS Open Day
Westmorland Showground - 31st May 2014.
The RFBS held a Northern Area Open Day on 31st May at The Westmorland
County Showground for the benefit of its members. This event was held in
conjunction with Country Fest and consisted of educational workshops on a
range of Ryeland related subjects including basic sheep husbandry, anatomy of
a sheep and conformation, breed standard, assessing your lambs for market,
show/sale preparation and a practice show. Members had the opportunity of
hands-on experience and question and answer sessions as each subject
progressed. We had a very good attendance of over fifty new and old members,
with even the most experienced of breeders commenting that they had learned
something new.

Sheep Anatomy
with Doreen Smillie
(left) and Steve
Gray (right).

We had examples of Ryelands and Coloured Ryelands kindly loaned for the two
days by Alison Robinson and Brian Wright. Doreen Smillie and Steve Gray's
experience gained from organising similar events was invaluable and they
conducted the workshops in a relaxed and informative way, putting everyone at
their ease and encouraging questions. These events always work best if they
become interactive. Patrick Wilkinson gave an excellent talk and demonstration
of carding and trimming techniques, talking through the various stages of show
preparation. Malcolm Dodsworth also trimmed a second sheep during Patrick’s
presentation, giving members a clear view – never easy if you have only one
sheep and a large audience. Again, there were many questions and members
then had a chance to have a go themselves. At the end of the day there was a
practice show where members were coached in handling sheep in the show ring
and how to present them to best effect. The session included ring etiquette for

both exhibitors and judges. It was
invaluable to hear the thoughts and
judges’ decision making process from
both Doreen and Steve who are both very
experienced judges. The Society Fleece
and Yarn Stand was in attendance with
Tony & Gill Moore and Chris Smyth,
also Heather Onions and Ann Wright
demonstrated spinning on Saturday and
Sunday. Many thanks to everyone who
helped over the two days and to the
members who attended. Feedback has
been excellent and it is clear that
members have a big appetite for events
like this.
All regional events depend upon a group
of members (not necessarily Council
members) getting together and
organising things like this. The Society
will look to support the day, subject to
Patrick Wilkinson gives guidance on show
Council approval of the details, so if you
preparation.
want a similar event in your region, just do it! Just as the Westmorland event
was originally Alison Robinson’s initiative and hard work in pulling the day
together, why not organize one in your region?

President Elect - Stephen Hipps
Biography
My name is Stephen Hipps and as your President Elect, it has been suggested I
should tell you a little bit about myself.
In 1979, we moved to Hardgate Farm, North Yorkshire, a small holding of 6 ½
acres, about 8 miles north of Harrogate. As a youngster I had always enjoyed
visiting farms, particularly seeing the sheep and lambs, never thinking I would
own some myself. In those days we knew nothing about sheep. My background
was accountancy although I never qualified as I was too busy playing rugby!
Initially we bought six in-lamb Mashams but ultimately they were not the sheep
we wanted since we discovered Ryelands, which were then a rare and endearing
breed. I read a magazine article where a farmer, lending a ram to another, had
led it on a halter across York Station, after a journey in the goods compartment!

There was only one flock of Ryelands in Yorkshire and at the Hereford Show
and Sale in 1981, we bought 5 ewes and a ram, all of whom were from well
known breeders. Therefore for 33 years we have never bred from any ewe other
than our own and up until the present time we have only shown sheep we have
bred. With female bloodlines going back to 1981, we have only had to use new
male bloodlines.
The first show in Halifax, 1987,
was an opportunity to meet other
breeders. My wife became very
skilful in preparing our sheep and
had considerable success in the
show-ring. Sadly in 2007, just at
the start of lambing, I lost my wife
very unexpectedly. Had it not been
for the Ryelands and the warmth
of family and friends, I would
have found life extremely
difficult. These sheep had brought
immense enjoyment in so many
ways. I decided to continue
breeding and showing, little
knowing what I was doing, but my
wife was a perfectionist, as many
of you who knew her will
remember, and I had learnt much
from admiring her skills.
The Hardgate flock have won
prizes at major shows, mostly in
the north of England. At the Great
Yorkshire Show this included
Champion Lowland Sire, Breed
Champion, Breed Wool on the Stephen Hipps with the Supreme Wool in the
Hoof, overall fleece prizes (on two Hoof Champion at Great Yorks, 2008.
occasions) and Supreme Wool on the Hoof Championship.
Ryelands are an important part of our heritage, with a niche market for their meat
and producing one of the best quality fleeces found in a British breed. They
handle easily and are ideal for small holders. Probably the most important recent
event in the history of Ryelands is the identification of the coloured gene.

As President, for the year I am in post 2015/16 I see myself being an ambassador
for our breed. I intend to visit as many shows in performance of my duties. Having
successfully run my own business for many years, I hope I have developed the
ability to communicate with people and aim to share my enthusiasm for the breed,
talking to people about the difference Ryelands have made in my life. Whilst
having the privilege of sitting on your council I will be happy to give opinions
if asked. At a recent council meeting I observed that your elected members are
very dedicated and believe the society is in good hands. Carole Shaw, our current
energetic President, will be a difficult act to follow! I wish her every success for
2015.
Stephen Hipps

From the NSA
New Welsh Health And Welfare Panel Appointed: Natural Resources Minister
Alun Davies has appointed six specialists to a new Welsh animal health and
welfare advisory panel. The group will support the introduction of a 10-year
Animal Health and Welfare Framework for Wales aimed at livestock and
companion animals. The panel members are businessman David Davies, sheep
farmer Huw Davies, assurance expert Moss Jones, vet Ifan Lloyd and Professor
Joanna Price of Bristol University vet school, plus Anglesey farmer Peredur
Hughes as chairman. Find more information on the panel, including a full list of
members and their credentials, here. The new panel replaced the old working
group but NSA will continue to find ways to integrate closely with animal health
issues in Wales.
West Country Lamb Hits Supermarket Shelves: West Country lamb and
beef marked with the Protected Geographical Indication (PGI) banner is now
available in supermarkets across the UK, including in Tesco, Sainsbury’s and
Waitrose. In order for meat to qualify for West Country PGI the animal must
have been at least 70% forage-fed and born, raised and finished in Cornwall,
Devon, Somerset, Gloucestershire, Dorset or Wiltshire. Peter Baber, chairman
of Meat South West, says: “I’m delighted that some of the nation’s major
multiples have come on board on board to sell West Country beef and lamb. It’s
taken us many years of hard work to secure the PGI status and it’s very
encouraging to see major retailers recognise the fine product our region has to
offer.”
10% Discount On Wool Products: If you haven’t seen enough wool this
shearing time (!) remember that the Wool Room offers a 10% discount to all
farmers all year round for its range of bedding and home production made from

British wool. Go to www.thewoolroom.com and use the promotional code
M10GEN1012.
Scops Warning On Worm And Fluke Burdens: Wet conditions and warm
temperatures are good for grass growth, but they also favour our old enemies
stomach worms and liver fluke. Faecal egg counting is a very useful way to
monitor worm burdens along with a check on growth rates and general health.
Post drench egg counts are extremely valuable to indicate how effective the
worming had been (even more so if a pre-treatment count was carried out).
SCOPS is also watching the situation with regard to liver fluke carefully because
the conditions so far, coupled with the mild and very wet winter, has resulted in
many liver fluke over-wintering. This means stock may have been picking up
large numbers of infective liver fluke since turnout and after 12 weeks will be
putting eggs on the pasture in their dung, potentially storing up a huge challenge
for the late summer and autumn. One option in high risk areas is to consider
treating grazing animals with a product that kills adult egg-laying liver fluke
NOW to reduce contamination for later. If you are in this situation please discuss
product choice and testing options with your vet or adviser. Visit
www.scops.org.uk or more detail
Movement On Scottish 13-day Standstill? While England and Wales are
looking to assess their six-day standstill and Northern Ireland no long has a
standstill period in disease ‘peacetime’, Scotland still has a 13-day standstill
requirement. This was raised at the Animal Health and Welfare Stakeholder
Group meeting this week and a request made to discuss in detail the pros and
cons of moving to a shorter timescale, bearing in mind Scotland’s robust
tractability system. It was agreed that a meeting would be set up in the near
future, inviting all interested parties to fully investigate the current situation.
Withdrawal Periods The FSA routinely tests for residues of medicines and
parasite treatments to ensure food safety. This relates to stated withdrawal
periods being properly met and the NSA encourages all sheep farmers for the
sake of confidence and trust in our product to adhere closely to withdrawal
periods and to ensure that medicine books and flock registers are up to date.
30% Of Lamb Takeaways Aren’t Lamb! Recent random sampling by the
Food Standards Agency (FSA) has found that 43 out of 145 lamb takeaways
(mostly kebabs and curries) were beef, chicken or turkey instead of lamb. No
horsemeat was found. The FSA has asked local authorities to test 300 samples
of lamb from takeaways from the beginning of May, with the threat of a £5,000
fine for takeaway owners who are found to be mislabelling food. NSA Chief
Executive Phil Stocker made this statement to the press: “We are really
disappointed that this is still going on and lessons haven’t been learnt from the
horsemeat scandal. Transparency and honest labelling that people can trust is
absolutely essential and NSA is pleased the FSA and local authorities will be is

taking additional action to stamp out
malpractice.
Sheep
farmers
work
exceptionally hard to do the job right and
turn out a high quality and traceable product;
they are subject to strict animal identification
laws and onerous inspection regimes, and
many voluntarily participate in additional
assurance schemes too. This news is a slap
in the face to a sheep sector that puts in so
much effort. We have been let down by
individuals further up the food chain who are
not showing respect for the honesty,
traceability and high value of the work sheep

Member Profile
Stephanie Swankie
My family have been breeding sheep since
the 1970’s, we have had numerous breeds
through the years such as the Jacob, Lleyn,
Suffolk and North country mules. Initially
they were breed for wool which quickly
changed to meat as the market changed, but
being relatively small in the commercial
world only ever having a maximum of 80 of
breeding ewe’s it eventually became
uneconomical. The flock was sadly
dispersed in 2005 of which now only one
north country mule remains named Emma.
At approximately 16 -18 years old she still
manages to escape at every worming, foot
trimming in fact any time we want to handle
her but her favorite task is to nanny our
lambs at weaning time a job she takes very
seriously.
After a few years of my pony and Emma
roaming our 5 acres and competing horses,
I went to a local show at three counties show
ground now known as the Royal Three
Counties Show. There I was completely

Results: Devon County Show
Judge: Mr John Donovan.
Senior Ram
1 - RP Wear
2 - Lt Col & J Charlton
3 - HJ Mills
4 - Lt Col & J Charlton
Shearling Ram
1 - S Gilbert & B Jones
2 - RP Wear
3 - Lt Col & J Charlton
Breeding Ewe
1 - RP Wear
2 - Lt Col & J Charlton
3 - H Price
4 - HJ Mills
Shearling Ewe
1 - RP Wear
2 - H Price
3 - HJ Mills
Ram Lamb
1 - RP Wear
2 - H Price
3 - C Sherman
4 - H Price
Ewe Lamb
1 - RP Wear
2 - P Wills
3 - S Gilbert & B Jones
4 - H Price
Group of Three
1 - RP Wear
2 - Lt Col & J Charlton
3 - H Price
4 - HJ Mills
Best Local Exhibit - H Price
Male Champion - RP Wear
Female Champion - RP Wear
Breed Champion - RP Wear
Res Breed Champion - RP Wear

captured whilst watching livestock showing. However there was only one breed
that caught my eye, the Ryeland. I was and still am completely taken with their
teddy bear looks there forgiving nature, even if they have their cheeky moments
like escaping into the cider apple orchards next door! In 2009 my Grandmother
kindly bought my first Ryelands, 2 ewes from a local breeder, a long term family
friend and I purchased a ram from another well known breeder, the ram is named
Keeper and he certainly is! and will be staying with us in his retirement.
It was always the plan to show them and rather naively I thought it couldn’t be
any harder that turning out a horse for the show ring, how wrong I was! I quickly
learnt that there was a strict styling regime for a Ryeland before being ready for
the show ring. Things like washing, carding, trimming, dyeing all skills in
themselves I still hope to master. Our first show was a huge learning curve, we
booked ourselves into a small local show (three counties show!!) what was I
thinking when I look back!! Our lambs sporting some interesting hairstyles at
my poor attempt at trimming, thankfully the ewes were safe, being kindly
trimmed by someone else. In the show ring I had some idea as I have competed
horses all my life, the sheep were a little uncooperative, but I had great fun and
everyone was inviting and helpful. I even took home a few rosettes! On our
second outing the trimming had improved, however I had over indulged in fairy
liquid resulting in persil white sheep! Although very eye catching with their
almost fluorescent fleeces, and I proudly took home 2nd prize, the judge did
mention they were a little bright on the eyes and maybe I should tone it down.
Lambing is always awaited with excitement and lots of apprehension.
Our first Lambing was
the best to date with
non perishing or any
aliments, which i
would most defiantly
think was more down
to luck than expertise.
Although we haven’t
been so lucky in more
recent years we have
had to tackle the
common aliments like
mastitis, twin lamb and
many more. Having
experienced
these
problems I now have a
better awareness and

have learnt from our mistakes. Working as a Veterinary nurse in a mixed practice
has given me alot of knowledge
and experience, I seen things go horrible wrong and animals pull through when
it was thought they couldn’t. It is always hard as an owner to know the best thing
to do and although I have seen a wide variety of disease, aliments and injuries
in my job, I still find it hard not to panic when its my own animals. In my job I
have met some extremely knowledgeable people and one comment by a client
will always stay with me “Lambing and shepherding well is a skill, but you can
only do your best and the rest is down to luck” this is a comment today that is
still true. However both my job and being an owner has taught me that the most
important thing is that if you are ever unsure ask! An advice call to a vet costs
nothing and no question is ever deemed silly or stupid. Many people often ask
a knowledgeable farmer/ friend to help, but I have to say I have seen the results
when the advice has been wrong! always ask a professional.

Five years on I have 14 breeding ewes and 4 rams, we currently rent 20 acres
on top of the 5 acres we started with. In these last few years I have learnt a great
deal but there is so much more to do and learn. My sheep are beginning to
develop the characteristics I would like to achieve, but there is still along way
to go. I aim to breed a good stocky sheep with legs at each corner, a head full
character and lots of presence that makes them recognizable but most importantly
a lovely temperament.
In 2012 my mum also started her own flock of coloured Ryelands ( Little Cleaves)
after helping with showing the sheep she caught the bug! and she had great
success last year with her ewe lamb who won red rosettes most of the year to
my dismay. I have to admit there’s a bit of competition between me and my
mum. I have had huge amount of help and advise over the short period of time
I have had my Ryelands and I wouldn’t have stuck at it without it! I have to say
keeping and breeding sheep is not as easy as I initially thought and my partner
Chris puts up with and helps a huge amount I often add to his long list of jobs

Results: Stafford County
Judge: Mr Russell Howell
Aged Ram: 10 entries
1 - JR Morgan
2 - C Shaw
3 - AG Anslow
4 - S Bryden
Shearling Ram: 11 entries
1 - E & J Henderson
2 - S Bryden
3 - A Burton
4 - C Shaw
Ram Lamb: 9 entries
1 - C Shaw
2 - JR Morgan
3 - J Williams
4 - A Burton
Ewe with Lamb at Foot: 5 entries
1 - S Bryden
2 - J Whittall
3 - AG Anslow
4 - J Yardley
Shearling Ewe: 21 entries
1 - JR Morgan
2 - JR Morgan
3 - C Shaw
4 - E & J Henderson
Ewe Lamb : 8 entries
1 - J Williams
2 - S Bryden
3 - C Shaw
4 - AG Anslow
Group of Three: 8 entries
1 - JR Morgan
2 - C Shaw
3 - AG Anslow
4 - J Whittall
Breed Champion - JR Morgan
Res Breed Champ - JR Morgan

to do. However keeping them has given me
a sense of achievement and pride and there
is nothing better than seeing happy and
healthy sheep in the field after a hard days
work!
Stephanie Swankie

Staffordshire County
28th & 29th May, 2014
Judge Russell Howell, from Swansea.
When I do these show reports for Stafford
County Show, I am afraid I always start with
the weather. It is usually very hit and miss
with these early shows, and this week was
no exception – rain, rain, and more rain.
The good news is that it never dampens the
Ryeland spirit, and never deters the
‘Staffordshire Show family’ of Ryeland
breeders – what a happy bunch we are!
A few hiccups this year, a breakdown on the
journey to the show, and two on the journey
back home – hopefully, they are all sorted
now, as I write this, some were still stranded
at Stafford – hope you enjoyed your first
time showing with us Nic!! And of course
Eddy, from Kinross, how lovely that you
came all that way to join in the fun, hope to
see you again. It is only early Friday
morning, just after the show, that I write this
report, so forgive me if I make any mistakes
– still very tired, it has been a long two days!
But I need to let our newsletter editor David
have this report today, so that it will go into
the June newsletter. The ‘specials’ are listed
below with the main results listed opposite.
The Staffordshire &
Birmingham
Agricultural Society give a champion rosette

and £10.00. to the best Ryeland exhibit and a reserve champion rosette to the runner
up – well done Bobbie Morgan, on taking these both home.

Champion & Reserve at Staffordshire County - both exhibited by JR Morgan.
Photo: C Shaw.

Mr. & Mrs. K. Jones Rosebowl – best Ryeland in show – Bobbie Morgan
Miss Jane Pinches Rosebowl – best Ryeland lamb in show – Carole and Greg Shaw
Mr. D. Belfield shield – best group of three – Bobbie Morgan
Mr. Tony Anslow cup – best Ryeland shearling ewe in the show – Bobbie Morgan.
Carole Shaw

Birthday Party!
Richard and Margaret Wear would like to invite you to a to celebrate Richard’s
80th birthday on Wednesday 16th July. Members of the Ryeland family are
welcome to attend a barbeque which will begin at approximately 6pm at
Fernhill Farm, Cheddar Road, Compton Martin, Somerset, BS40 6LD. For
more information, go to fernhill-farm.co.uk. Details of local accomodation can
obtained by emailing mail@fernhill-farm.co.uk or telephone 07817 447848.
If you are able to go, please let Margaret Wear know by phoning 01275
472209.

Dog Owners Asked To ‘Take The Lead’ In Responsible
Enjoyment Of The British Countryside
With the number of reported sheep worrying cases increasing for the third year
in a row, National Sheep Association (NSA) and Farmers Guardian, supported
by the British Veterinary Association, have come together to ask dog owners to
‘Take the Lead’ in responsibly enjoying the British countryside.
Data requested by Farmers Guardian under the Freedom of Information Act
has revealed that 1,074 dog attacks on livestock were reported to the police in
2013, compared to 739 in 2012 and 691 in 2011. A survey of sheep farmers
carried out by NSA also suggested the police are only informed of 73% of
incidents, showing considerable under-reporting of the problem.
Phil Stocker, NSA Chief Executive, says: “Sheep worrying by dogs is a very
serious problem for farmers, but we do not want to discourage walkers from
enjoying the beautiful British countryside, only to do so responsibly and with
consideration of the farming businesses that operate there.”
Emma Penny, Farmers Guardian Editor, adds: “Our new ‘Take the Lead’
campaign aims to be a positive initiative, encouraging responsible dog ownership
and asking owners to Take the Lead when it comes to safeguarding both their
dogs and livestock. An astounding majority – 82% of 1,379 dog owners we
surveyed – believe they are in control of their dogs when they are loose. But even
the best trained dog can have instinct take over, and that is what some owners
don’t seem to realise or want to recognise.
“We would like to ask all dog owners to Take the Lead when they are around
stock, and help reduce the risk of their pets chasing and even killing livestock.
With more than 1,000 reported incidents in the last year, we need to find a way
to reduce this devastation.”
To help dog walkers enjoy the countryside responsibly, and feel confident that
they and their pet are playing a part alongside everyone who works and spends
leisure time in rural areas, NSA has created a new area on its website specifically
for dog owners. www.nationalsheepassociation.org.uk/dog-owners area provides
top tips, legal advice and best practice for pet owners.
Mr Stocker continues: “The NSA survey shows the extent of the issue, which is
not creating one-off cases on farms but a really persistent problem affecting
animal welfare and causing stress and financial loss for the farmer. While sheep

deaths and serious dog bites are a very visible result of worrying, the invisible
cost of stress, reduced conception rates, abortion and reduced daily liveweight
gains are problems that we are trying to help educate dog owners about via our
website.”
“The sheep sector really wants to work with dog walkers to reduce the problem
and help them understand the importance of always keeping their dog on a lead
around livestock.”

NOW ON SALE
RFBS Polo Shirts, Sweat Shirts and very smart Hoodies with contrasting
coloured hoods. Ryeland and Coloured Ryeland versions available

Choose from a wide range of colours and sizes. Embroidery is located on
the left of the chest. Expanded range to follow in due course.

Order on-line from http://ryelandfbs.stitchandprintstore.co.uk

Polo Shirts from XS to 4XL.
All sizes £12 plus p&p

Adults Hoodies XS to 3XL £19.00
Kids Hoodies 5 - 12 years £13.50

From the Vets
This article covers a mixture of topics with contributions form both Dick
Thomson in North England and Ifan Lloyd in South West Wales.
Keen readers will remember that Dick was looking forward to a very compact
lambing time this year, having sponged his 20 ewes to start lambing from April
13th. However after 26 disturbed nights - 8 waiting for the last ewe to produce
- his enthusiasm for the procedure had waned somewhat!
Despite a maximum of 6 ewes to a tup, only 13 had held to the first service period
and these lambed over a 6 day period. This was followed by a 10 day gap (this
at least followed the text book) with 6 of the remaining 7 producing over the next
5 days and then an excessive wait for the last one, despite a reliable observed
mating 155 days earlier. This prolonged gestation may have something to do
with one of the pair having died about 4 months through pregnancy leading to
one large lamb and one semi-mummified twin.
Conclusions:
1. Progesterone sponges do work - oestrus is synchronised, and ewes are fertile
on return 16 days later.
2. Conception to first service (even with a very low ram:ewe ratio) is
disappointing - 65% in this case and other reports quote anything from 50 to
100%.
3. Pregnancy in ewes can last from 147 - 153 days (first cycle dates) and possibly
even longer!
Ifan has, for many years, been an advocate of ewe synchronization in order to
enjoy a more compact and predictable lambing period. Here are some results for
comparison with Dick’s experience. Ifan has always injected the ewes with
PMSG prior to sponge removal in order to increase ovulation rate. One reason
for this is that the tupping programme is run much earlier in the breeding season
just when Ryelands are starting to cycle and come into season.
In 2010, twelve ewes were synchronized. The tup marked all 12 on 31 August
to 1st September. They subsequently lambed over a three-day period from 25 to
27 January 2011. This was the best possible result and it was thought that the
technique had finally been perfected.
In 2011, nine of 14 ewes held to the first service (65% conception rate) and the
remaining 5 held to the second cycle. This wasn’t as good but more or less
matched the results that Dick experienced in 2013-14.

In 2012, five of ten ewes held to the first cycle (50% conception rate) in late
August, one to the second cycle and two to the third cycle. The remaining two
went to the ram in late October!! This was definitely a disappointing result. Some
investigations were carried out in the autumn. The one significant result was that
a selection of ewes was antibody positive to Schmallenberg virus (SBV). There
is no official record of SBV causing reduced fertility in the breeding season.
However, it was a coincidence that the reduced fertility coincided with SBV
infection.
It is somewhat frustrating that results vary year to year. Nevertheless, this is a
great tool particularly for those flock keepers who are part time or hobby farmers
and hold down a full time job away from the premises. There’s no doubt that
synchronization allows better planning and time management to organise
personnel to monitor and observe the sheep during lambing.
This technique works more effectively with good planning and attention to detail.
The management of the ewes and rams in the weeks leading up to tupping and
for the first weeks of pregnancy is critical for good results. Don’t forget that a
minimum of a basic fertility exam should be performed on rams. This should
include feet. The majority of subfertility and infertility problems in rams can be
detected with a straightforward physical examination. Your own vet can advise
on this.
Abortion Vaccines
Don’t forget that vaccination against Enzootic Abortion of Ewes and Toxoplasma
should be carried out at least 4 weeks before intended breeding. So, start planning
now. These can be ordered through your vet. There can be a shortage of
Toxoplasma vaccine towards late summer. It’s a good idea to order early and
specify a delivery date, which could be a few months down the line. This means
your order will be a priority at the time of delivery. This vaccine has a very short
shelf life and needs to be used within 10 days once released from the factory.
Liverfluke
Data received from abattoirs in England, Scotland and Wales continue to show
high levels of liver condemnation as a result of liverfluke. The figure is higher
in cattle but it also remains a problem in sheep. Those farms with a history of
liverfluke could benefit from a June treatment to remove and remaining adult
fluke that have survived the winter. This can bring about an improvement in the
condition of the sheep and also reduces pasture contamination with fluke eggs.
Further information and fluke forecasts are available nationally and regionally
e.g. NADIS (National Disease Information Service) website http://www.nadis.org.uk/bulletins/liver-fluke-control-in-sheep.aspx

Quarantine Treatment of Incoming
Stock
We are now entering the period of
increased sales of sheep between flocks.
It is good practice to place sheep in
isolation on your holding before
introducing to existing flock. Sheep
should be wormed with a broad
spectrum anthelminthic with little
known resistance and a liverfluke
treatment. The gold standard is also to
inject with a long acting injection that’s
effective against Sheep Scab e.g.
Cydectin La or Zermex LA. Feet should
be thoroughly checked at this time and
treated accordingly in the event of
disease or infection. This should be in
your flock health plan. Again see your
own vet for advice. Further details and
guidance is available on the SCOPS
(Sustainable Control of Parasites in
Sheep) website which includes a section
on quarantine and treatment http://www.scops.org.uk

Results: RWAS Spring Festival
Judge: Mr Rhys Morgan
Aged Ram
1 - AJ Robinson
2 - K & T Wright
3 - JR Morgan
4 - JW Nugent
5 - Jack Williams
6 - JEO & C Lloyd
Shearling Ram
1 - AJ Robinson
2 - AJ Robinson
3 - JW Nugent
4 - JR Morgan
5 - Rhiannon Morgan
6 - Jack Williams
Breeding Ewe
1 - AJ Robinson
2 - JR Morgan
3 - K & T Wright
4 - JEO & C Lloyd

That’s all for now. As always please feel
free to write to us with any comments
or feedback. We would also welcome
any suggestions for future articles.

Shearling Ewe
1 - JR Morgan
2 - AJ Robinson
3 - AJ Robinson
4 - K & T Wright
5 - JR Morgan
6 - JW Nugent

Ifan Lloyd and Dick Thompson
M’sRCVS

Group of Three
1 - AJ Robinson
2 - K & T Wright
Breed Champion - AJ Robinson
Res Breed Champ - AJ Robinson

Fleece & Yarn Group
Yarns in the Cathedral
The Association of Guilds of Weavers, Spinners and Dyers holds a National
Exhibition every two years. This year it was held in Norwich Cathedral (15th
May – 1st June). Amongst the 124 selected entries was a Coloured Ryeland wool
knitted Cape. It was produced from a single fleece, with the different shades
being separated out, washed, carded and hand spun before being knitted up into
the cape. It was an unusual entry in that
no dying was involved in producing the
variation in the colouring of the finished
article. The Cape has been exhibited
previously at Woolfest, and at the RFBS
AGM and Show & Sale, but has now
reached a wider audience.
Also included in the exhibition was a
celebration of natural fibre in a ‘Wall of
Wool’, consisting of hanks of wool from
many of our native / rare breed sheep (34
breeds represented, including Coloured
Ryeland), as well as fibre from more
exotic species such as Angora Rabbit,
Bactrian Camel, Alpaca, Llama, Border
Collie, Golden Guernsey Goat, Highland
Cattle to mention just a few.

Woolfest
As usual we will have a stand at Woolfest, at Cockermouth Livestock Market
(Cumbria) on 27th & 28th June . The format will be as in previous years, where
we will have a pen of Coloured Ryeland Sheep, a display area for wool, yarn
& items crafted from Ryeland and Coloured Ryeland wool, with a pen of
Ryeland sheep flanking it. We look forward to seeing members at this great
event for promoting ‘everything to do with Natural Fibre’ – please come and
say ‘hello’ to us on the stand. (see www.woolfest.co.uk for full details).
Tony Moore

Genetic Testing for Coat Colour – Application Process
The majority of you will be aware that the genetic testing proposal was presented
as a motion at the AGM on 26th April. We can inform you that the motion was
approved with an overwhelming majority. This means that the society takes
responsibility for the genetic testing programme for coat colour and therefore
testing can only be carried via the society.
The society is pleased to inform the membership that the genetic testing
programme for coat colour is now available as a member service.
The “Genetic Testing Rules and Protocol” document is enclosed with this letter.
The genetic testing procedure is a three-stage process:
Stage 1: Application for testing
Stage 2: Collection of blood samples and completion of laboratory submission
form.
Stage 3: Reporting of test results
Stage 1: Application for testing and payment of fees
Please refer to rules 1 to 6, 14 and 22 of “Genetics Testing Rules and Protocol”
document.
Members must complete an application form, and post this to the secretary along
with the appropriate remittance.
The 2014 application form is enclosed with this letter but will, in future, be
included with the flock book package. The testing rules will also be copied into
future flock books.
Only lambs born in 2014 are eligible for testing this year.
Applications must be submitted at the same time as registration unless already
registered i.e. cannot test unregistered sheep. It’s essential that the ear tag
information is correct.
The society office will process the application.
Stage 2: Collection of blood samples, completion of laboratory submission
form
Please refer to rules 7 to 14 of “Genetics Testing Rules and Protocol” document.
The society office will post a “testing pack” to members once the application
has been processed.
This will include a covering letter, instructions for the flock owner and their vet,
laboratory submission form and sticky labels pre-printed with the ear tag number
for the blood sample tubes.

Please note that the sampling period is May, June and July and that the fee is
£18.00 per sample.
Stage 3: Reporting of test results.
Please refer to rules 15 to 19 of “Genetics Testing Rules and Protocol” document.
The laboratory at the University in Cardiff will be freezing and storing the
samples before analysing them in batches and will be retaining the samples after
testing.
This means that there will be a delay before results are available. We cannot offer
a precise timeline for this but are working towards completing the lab work by
the end of the summer but hopefully sooner for early samples.
Finally a short advisory note: The selection of stock for registration and for
breeding should be on the basis of overall conformation, breed characteristics
and correctness whilst the coat colour carrier status should be a secondary
consideration.
With best wishes,
Ifan Lloyd,
Chairman Genetics Sub-committee
All members should have received application forms for testing and a copy of
the testing protocol either by email or in the post. If you haven’t received yours,
or you want to know more, please contact the office.

Just a reminder, the Office telephone
number is now
01758 721739.

HOW TO.....
Register your Sheep Online
Step 1- Access Pedeweb: Go to the RFBS website www.ryelandfbs.com and click the
link for the online flock book.

Type in your member number and password. If you have mislaid this or would like to
change it please email the Society.
Step 2 - The next screen is the animal search screen. Click on the link to ‘Manage your
flock’ and confirm your email address.

Step 3: A list of menu options (listed below) will be displayed
The menu options are;
1. Births
2. Deaths/slaughters
3. Transfers
4. Identification of Animals for Sale/Hire/AI
5. View / Change contact details
Click on the link for Births

The birth registration screen will be displayed.

Step 4:
Complete the fields for Tag no, date of birth and name if registering a male animal.
To find the sire click on the drop down arrow to find the right ram. If he does not
appear on the list, click on the link to the right of the sire field “search for sire”.

A full list of registered males can be found at the bottom of the screen. To narrow the
list down, enter the sire’s details in the search fields at the top of the window and then
click “search for animals”. Once you have identified the correct sire of the animal you
want to register, click on his details and it will automatically be entered in the birth
registration screen.

Follow exactly the same procedure to select the details of the dam. The system will
only list ewes that are recorded as being in your flock, so make sure that your flock
details are up to date before you begin. If you find any discrepancies or omissions
from your list of ewes, please email the office for advice.
Complete the remaining information - litter size, colour and registration type.
Step 5:
Click the link “add to list of applications”. Animal details entered will appear at below
the birth registration box.

Step 6:
Repeat Steps 4 & 5 until you have entered the information required for all the lambs
you wish to register. Then tick the declaration box and click on the button “submit to
breed society”
Step 7:
The next screen will also show a list of the animals you have applied to register.
Click on the button to “print the application form” - this way you have a hard copy of
the information submitted online. Then return to the “manage your flock screen”.

Step 8: At the top of the screen you will now see a “checkout”. Follow the link
“proceed to checkout”. Two payment options will appear. If you wish to pay using
Paypal, click on the Paypal logo and you will automatically be taken through the
payment process. Alternatively, you can send a cheque for the amount owing to the
office in the usual way. If choose to send a cheque, please enclose a copy of the
registration summary printed off under Step 7.

Coloured Ryeland News

Mansel Pharoh. Coloured Ryeland Champion and Reserve Supreme Champion
at Staffordshire County, Bred by RA & AM Howell and exhibited by A & S
McVicar. Photo: Carole Shaw

Staffordshire County Show Results
Judge: Doreen Smillie
Ram
1 - A & S McVicar
2 - K Tunrbull
Shearling Ewe
1 - J Shaw
2 - K Turnbull
4 - A & S McVicar
Ewe with Lambs at foot
1 - A & S McVicar
2 - A Burton
Ewe Lamb
1 - K Turnbull
2 - A & S McVicar
Ram Lamb
1 - J Shaw
2 - A & S McVicar
4 - J Williams
Group of Three
1 - A & S McVicar
2 - J Shaw

3 - A Burton.
3 - A Burton

3 - K Turnbull
3 - J Shaw
3 - K Turnbull

3 - K Turnbull

Breed Champion - A & S McVicar. Ram Mansel Pharoh
Reserve - K Turnbull. Ewe Lamb

Findon Sheep Fair
Saturday 13th September 2014
Nepcote Green, Findon Sussex
This is a great show which is getting bigger and bigger each year. We have
Coloured Ryeland Classes and need more Exhibitors to keep this section
going! Our Judge this Year making the long trek is Thomas Bradbury, so
please if you feel like a good day out and want to show the Coloured Ryeland
come and join us and make his trip worthwhile! Entry fees are very cheap and
it is great location in the Sussex Downs. After Judging nibbles and drinks in
the lines, all welcome.
For entry form please contact :
Graham Langford at fishponds185@tiscali.co.uk. or look on the website
www.findonsheepfair.co.uk. Entries close 11th August 2014.

Judging List For 2014 Shows
14th June
15th June

Royal Three Counties
Nat. RBST,
Three Counties
25th/25th June Royal Norfolk
21st-24th July Royal Welsh Show
2nd August Tenbury Show
7th August
Burwarton Show
16th August Llyswen Show
23rd August Ludlow show and sale
September
Sennybridge show
13th Sept
13th Sept

Kington Show
Findon Sheep Fair
Carlisle Sale

Andy McVicar

Res John Reed

Carys Jones
Res Tom Bradbury
Steve Gray
Res John Donovan
Suzanne Donovan Res Andy McVicar
Selwyn Evans
Res Carys Jones
Randal Lewis
Res TBC
John Reed
Res Pennie Mee
Steve Bradbury Res Doreen Smillie 6th
Simon or John Donovan
Res TBC
Pam Bateman
Res Ifan Lloyd
Tom Bradbury
Res TBC
Laura Howell
Res R Aitken

Reserve Judges in 2014 have been asked to actually judge in 2015 but these will be
confirmed in Autumn 2014.

Coloured Ryeland Sub Committee
Chairman
Andy McVicar 01686 610615
Committee members
Ruth Mills
01584 711489
Carol Bateman 01874 636549
Chris Smyth
01671 830359
Paula Wills
01736 786173

Jana Peach
01686440636
Selwyn Evans 01267 275666
Tony Moore
01925730530
Valerie Howells 01268 961260

Coloured Ryeland News

RWAS Spring Festival Results.
Judge: Pennie Mee
Aged Ram
1 - A & S McVicar
Shearling Ram
1 - D Evans
Breeding Ewe
1 - A & S McVicar
Shearling Ewe
1 - N Webb
Group of Three
1 - A & S McVicar

2 - C Bateman

3 - D Duggan

4 - V Howells

2 - K Dolden

3 - D Evans

4 - N Webb

2 - K Dolden

3 - V Howells 4 - D Evans

2 - S & A Owen

3 - V Howells 4 - C Bateman

2 - V Howells

Breed Champion - A & S McVicar. Mansel Pharoh
Reserve - N Webb, Shearling Ewe

Reserve Champion Coloured Ryeland at the RWAS Spring Festival.
Shearling ewe bred and exhibited by Nick Webb. Photo: Carol Bateman.

“PINBOARD”
FOR SALE IN 2014
"DERWEN PLOVER" Reg.no. MC0619 flock no 075C/P16 born: 2011.
Sire: Derwen Kestrel Reg.no.MC0424 dam: Derwen Julie FC 1485
"Plover" is an outstanding ram with a very dark,beautiful fleece, and passes this
quality on to his lambs. His offspring have already won prizes in the showring.
"Plover" was Overall Champion at Kington as a ram lamb and has been consistently
placed in shows during the last 2 years. including Wool on the Hoof classes.He is
quiet to handle and goes well on the halter.
"DERWEN KESTREL" Reg.No. MC0424 Flock no S75C/K56 b.2008
Sire: Montgomery Herbie MC0354 Flock No.S153C/H11( sire Derwen Drover,)
bred by S and A McVicar
dam: Rosellie Harebelle FC1316 (s.Somerford Flare)bred by D.Fallows
"Kestrel" has produced many prize-winning lambs over the past few years, has a
good temperament and is quiet to handle.
Both Rams for sale at reasonable prices to good Coloured Ryeland homes
Contact Marian Thornett, tel;01597 823013
email; john.thornett@btopenworld.com
“SHADOWLAND SONIC” MC0740. Sired by Montgomery Noah out of FC
1897. Well handles and halter trained. Consistently placed when shown inc.
Reserve Male Champion Royal Norfolk.
Also quality ewe and ram lambs available at weaning, by Montgomery Noah and
Shadowland Pegasus.
Contact: Valerie Howells (Essex) Tel 07791 488680.
FOR SALE: Coloured Ryeland breeding ewes, various ages.
Contact Simon Rogers (Somerset) Tel 01963 220452
Email: s.rogers66@btinternet.com

Notices for Members
Registrations: A reminder that the year letter for 2013 born animal is “T” and “U” for
lambs born this year. Please take care to provide all the information requested on the
registration forms and try to ensure it is correct. A considerable amount of time has to
be spent chasing up, double checking and correcting inaccurate information provided
on the forms. If you can provide the right information, you will receive your certificates
much more quickly. Most queries arise due to incorrect or incomplete ear tag details
being provided so please take care to get this right. Note that your registrations can only
be processed if your subscriptions are paid up to date. Animals born in 2013 can be
registered under normal rules until 31st October 2013. The flow chart was printed on
page 12 of the 2013 flock book is a useful guide to getting your registrations correct.
Year Letters: Following some recent confusion over year letters, Council has agreed
that from 2015, letters will be used in alphabetical order.
Online Registrations: If you want to use the online flock book to submit your
registration applications you need to ensure that your females are listed as being in your
ownership. The system will not allow you to register lambs from ewes that it thinks
belong to someone else.
RFBS Annual Show & Sale - 23rd August 2014- Ludlow Livestock Market. Entry
forms for the 2014 sale are enclosed with this mailing. Closing date for entries – Friday
18th July. Please ensure that your entries are received before the closing date. Earlier
is better. An electronic copy of the catalogue will be posted on the RFBS website in early
August, ahead of the production of paper copies. Please note, that a new upset price of
100gns will apply to ram lambs and shearling rams. It is the responsibility of the vendor
to set a reserve price if they wish to ensure that their animals are sold for breeding
purposes. All entries MUST be accompanied by either Pedigree certificates or
registration application forms.
Carlisle Sale - Saturday 20th September 2014 - Entry forms form for the 2014
Carlisle sale are enclosed in this mailing. There will be a full range of show classes for
Ryelands and Coloured Ryelands. Entries for this sale close on Monday 11th August
and must be sent to the Society Office. All entries MUST be accompanied by either
Pedigree certificates or registration application forms.
Extra Flock Books: Those members that pay a single flock owning membership, but
wish to continue to have copies of both flock books can purchase the extra book for £5
plus postage. Please add £1.75 postage for the Ryeland flock book and £1.25 for the
Coloured flock book.
Next Council Meeting: The next meeting of Council takes place on 12th July 2014. If
you have any issues you would like Council to discuss, please contact the Secretary by
Tuesday 1st July.
RFBS Facebook Group: The Facebook group is thriving and is proving to be a really
useful way for members to keep in touch and share news and experiences. However, it
is worth noting that opinions and comments expressed by contributors are not
specifically endorsed by the Ryeland FBS.

