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Chairman’s Message
Dear Members,
There is clearly one topic that is currently occupying the minds of most Ryeland breeders,
that being the ground-breaking news that the Genetics Sub-Committee’s work has
produced a practical method of identifying white coated sheep that do not carry the
coloured recessive gene. Great efforts were made to ensure all members were informed
individually by copy of the report within a few days of Council being informed of the
news. Having now invited comments and suggestions from the full membership, the
Genetics sub-committee will formulate a proposal for Council to consider at the next
meeting in January with a view to putting a full motion to the membership at the 2014
AGM. All Council members are here to listen to your views and any concerns you may
have.
It is for Council to formally decide the best way forward, but my personal views and
response to many concerns I have received may be helpful at this point. Firstly, there is
no hidden agenda to this work and the latest one year project is precisely in accord with
the purpose and scope agreed by the full membership at each of several stages where
formal approval to proceed was given by members. As Cardiff University were unable
to secure funding for a suitable student for the original three year study, this meant a
more restricted one year study to look at only one genetic trait. This was all that was
possible within a shorter study and this was further limited by needing a student to be
attracted by the research subject. The Society’s ambitions remain as they always have
been from the outset; to ultimately develop the current research into a wider scope and
look at a greater number of genetic traits for the long term benefit of the Ryeland breed.
I hear some misunderstandings over the cost of the recent project and I think some
confusion exists over the original approval from members for significant expenditure
for the original wider study. The one year restricted study has cost the Society very little,
only £500 plus the cost of some blood sampling. The consultation with members that
will now take place will also help determine the priorities for which genetic markers
should be looked at in further phases of research. Let me be blunt; this work is not about
creating a tool for elite, White/white Ryeland flocks at the expense of the Coloured
Ryeland. Your Council takes its responsibilities for the long term future of our breed
far too seriously to let that happen. We need to carefully work out how the discovery
can be applied as a working tool for the benefit of all members. The Society may be
able provide a service to members for genetic testing to identify white sheep that carry
the coloured gene. This is potentially possible through a partnership with Cardiff
University and will be considered by Council as part of its deliberations in January.
The other very significant implication of the discovery is that the test is potentially much
less expensive than may have been the case. Aside from keeping the cost as low as
possible for the benefit of members, this is very significant in one other regard. That
being it will not be prohibitively expensive for many breeders to now consider testing
their females, not just males. I recognise initial fears that such a test may create a handful
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of pure White/white (non-colour carrier) rams.
Now that the test will cost less than most
expected, testing only males is no longer likely.
If white Ryeland breeders wish to develop
breeding lines by selecting for coat colour it is
now practical and possible to do this for both
males and females. This takes some of the
pressure off reducing genetic diversity in the
national flock by having a tool to decide which
females to use, rather than only selecting
White/white males. I personally shall not be
compromising my choice of an otherwise
excellent ram on the basis of it being a colour
carrier or not. Far better in that case to
concentrate the identification of which females
in the flock are carriers. Breeders already know
the likely status of many of their sheep. Animals
that are excellent in all other respects, even if
colour carriers, are not culled at the moment and
I do not believe the addition of a new tool to
assist knowing the status will make that
significantly more likely than it is at present.
This of course is only for those that care about
such things and many do not. We have a diverse
membership with many different reasons for
keeping their Ryelands. That diversity will
always ensure it is easier to avoid any further
concentration of bloodlines because many will
not wish to know or care whether their sheep are
colour carriers or not. I can assure you your
Council will have concerns such as the overall
maintenance of genetic diversity within the
Ryeland breed at the forefront of its deliberations
and choices in deciding the best way forward.
There was more good news from the initial study.
The widely held assumption that there are very
few White/white bloodlines remaining in the
national Ryeland flock was, surprisingly, not
supported by the initial study. The sample size
of the study was admittedly relatively small, so
sampling many more members’ flocks is needed
to confirm this, but a much higher proportion
was found than expected. This gives greater
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hope that selection of breeding animals for non colour carriers will not necessarily restrict
the number of resulting breed lines.
I understand the concerns from Coloured Ryeland flock owners that this latest research
may have little benefit for them. But, I do not believe that to be the case. This is the
first step in identifying other genetic markers for other traits that are of benefit to all
Ryeland breeders, regardless of which variant of our breed they keep. Genetic diversity
and a healthy national flock for the benefit of both Ryeland and Coloured Ryeland
breeders is the Society’s first responsibility.
The Society will keep you informed of progress on this issue and, regardless of the fact
that the requested deadline for suggestions and comments has now passed, your views
are always welcomed by all Council members.
I wish you all a restful Christmas and a successful lambing.
Patrick Wilkinson

Editor’s Letter
The end of 2013 will soon be here and what a year it has been for the Society.
We started with an excellent AGM in Harrogate organised by Patrick Wilkinson and the
Northern group- a really good show season with some good entries and even better sheep
– the Annual Show and sale in Ludlow was well attended and although prices were not
as high as they were last year one or two records were set – and our membership has
reached an all time high of 582 members.
But the remarkable achievement of the year was the result of the research done by Prof.
Mike Bruford, Charlotte Kelham and their team when they found that it was possible to
identify Ryeland colour carriers from a blood sample. This means that from a blood
sample it will be possible to predict the likelihood of a pairing of ram and ewe producing
coloured lambs absolutely fantastic.
This Newsletter has all the usual features and more and makes for interesting reading
and my grateful thanks to Anne Jones for taking over from me for a while whilst I receive
some medical treatment.
So enjoy your copy, have a Very Happy Christmas and even better Ryeland New Year.
David Parsons
Editor
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The Unveiling Ceremony of the New Ryeland Sheep Sculpture
in Leominster
14th September 2013
I was very honoured to represent the Society, at the unveiling of the Ryeland Sheep
sculpture, affectionately known as Lady Baa Baa, and felt it was one of the highlights
of our year with Ryeland sheep – so much pleasure was given to so many people at the
unveiling ceremony, especially the presence of two delightful Ryeland ewes, who headed
the procession, with the Mayor of Leominster and The Town Cryer, from Corn Square,
along the streets, to the Sculpture, where the ceremony took place.

Will we ever see Ryeland sheep walking the streets of Leominster again, what a treat it
was! If you visit Leominster, you may think, why is this beautiful sculpture in the car
park, but that is where the old wool market was, where it all happened many years ago,
with their treasured Ryeland sheep and ‘Leominster Ore’. - this is what the Ryeland
wool was called. After the ceremony, we visited the Priory, and also the building that
had been moved from the town centre, called ‘The Grange’. Although the origins of the
Ryeland are unknown, they flourished during the 16th century, spreading throughout the
county, in particular to the Leominster area, because it was the pre-eminent wool market
for Herefordshire and surrounding counties, both for the trade and manufacture in
Leominster. The wool of Leominster was at the height of its fame in the reign of James
1 (1603-1625) so valuable in fact, it became known as “Lemster Ore”. The monks from
the Priory kept ‘Ryeland’ sheep on the ‘Rye fields’ and the markets were formed by the
Prior of Lemster, and they became famous and prospered each year more and more, but
it was not until April 1899 that there was any public movement for the establishment of
a collective Society (flock book).
Carole Shaw
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Monmouth Show Results
Ram
1 – K & T Wright
2 – RA & AM Howell
3 – D Smillie
4 – A Dagger
Ram Lamb
1 – RA & AM Howell
2 – K & T Wright
3 – D Smillie
4 – RA & AM Howell

Westfield Ryelands walking the Streets of
Leominster with the Town Cryer. Photo: Carole
Shaw

From the Vets
Genetic Jaw Defects in Sheep
A number of breeders have approached me
about writing an article about jaw defects in
the Ryeland. Some have experienced serious
jaw defects in their own sheep and have
struggled to breed it out. The society has
recently received feedback from a number of
breeders as a result of the recent coat colour
research. They are of the view with that jaw
defects alongside entropion should be high
priority area for the genetics sub -committee.

Genetic Defects
Genetic defects are a group of abnormalities
caused by faulty genes inherited from one or
both parents. They often, but not always,
cause abnormalities that are present from
birth and are often termed inheritable defects.
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Breeding Ewe
1 – S Swankie
2 – K & T Wright
3 – D Smillie
4 – S Quigley
Shearling Ewe
1 – K & T Wright
2 – S Swankie
3 – RA & AM Howell
4 – A Dagger
Ewe Lamb
1 – RA & AM Howell
2 – K & T Wright
3 – Rh. Morgan
4 – R Hawnt
Group of Three
1 – RA & AM Howell
2 – A Dagger
3 – K & T Wright
4 – D Smillie
Male Champ – RA & AM Howell
Res Male – K & T Wright
Female Champ – S Swankie
Res Fem – K & T Wright
Breed Champ – RA & AM Howell
Res Champ – S Swankie

The sheep genome has been mapped. The techniques for doing this is both improving
and becoming more efficient and economical as new technologies become available.
The complete sheep genome is huge so that looking for a specific marker can be like
looking for a needle in a haystack. A small number of congenital faults have been
researched in sheep. Much of the work is based on studies in other species. However,
one way of looking for markers is to target specific points on the genome, which matches
the location where the same defect has been found in other species. This research is
cutting edge technology and, no doubt, a number of practical applications will become
available over time. Research is actively being undertaken to create a reference genome
for sheep. This is a huge project, which, once completed, will facilitate targeted research
of the type that we as a society would want to carry out.
Genetic Jaw Defects or Malocclusion
I have carried out some investigations into and enquired about genetic research into jaw
defects in sheep. Sadly, I came up with a blank. However, I would welcome feedback
form any readers who are aware of genetic research in this area.
Sheep, in common with other ruminants such as cows and goats, have a unique dental
arrangement in that there are no upper incisors (no front teeth on the top).
Sheep have four pairs of lower incisors only. Instead there is an upper dental pad, which
is lined up with the lower incisors. This arrangement allows sheep to graze in their
characteristic manner.
Sheep though, do have both upper and lower molars (check teeth), which is the same as
most other mammals. In fact molar teeth are more important than incisor teeth because
they do the grinding of the food. Molar tooth abnormalities and disease are more likely
to cause ill effect than incisor tooth problems. But they are not easy to examine and are
often overlooked as a factor contributing to health problems.
Malocclusion or misalignment of the lower incisor (front) teeth against the dental pad
is a controversial subject. I’ve read widely in an attempt to offer a definitive view. There
is currently no one solution to this condition!

There are two types of misalignment (refer to illustration) :
1. Undershot jaw occurs when the lower jaw protrudes beyond the dental pad. The
teeth will be in front of the dental pad. The scientific term for this “prognathism” but is
often referred to as “bulldog jaw”.
2. The overshot jaw where the lower jaw is shorter and behind the dental pad. The teeth
will be behind the dental pad. The scientific term for this is “brachygnathism”

This whole subject is confused by the terms over and undershot. Many refer to these as
the opposite of my own description.
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It is generally regarded that a
malocclusion of the incisor teeth
can cause an adverse effect when
the teeth and the dental pad are
5mm or more out of alignment.
This leads to a discussion that
relates to the point at which the
degree of under or overshot can be
termed a genetic or inherited
abnormality as opposed to natural
variation!
Small discrepancies where the lower incisors fail to meet the upper pad can be caused
by environmental factors such as diet. For example, heavy grain feeding of lambs and
soft diet can favour small misalignment. Lower incisors can drift in front of the dental
pad with age e.g. aged rams particularly if fed a soft diet. However, these environmental
discrepancies are unlikely to cause a 5mm misalignment.
Breeding Advice
Early recognition of this problem is essential. Delay could result in dissemination of the
gene into the flock, which will make elimination far more challenging.
The degree of malocclusion can be mild to moderate to severe.
Mild malocclusion may be evident in lambs, but the permanent teeth may be in a more
normal position. The converse can also occur.
True overshot and undershot jaws are definitely inherited defects.
It is essential that flock keepers recognise these problems.
Mouth examination and teeth alignment are an essential part of a pre purchase
examination and as part of the judge’s routine in the show ring and should always be
carried out.
DO NOT PURCHASE SHEEP WITH DEFECTIVE TEETH ALIGNMENT
If buying direct from the breeder check the teeth of the parents if possible and don’t
purchase the offspring if a defect is present.
Monitor the teeth of lambs. Be careful not to make rash decisions based on mild
malocclusion in the lamb category. It is advisable to wait until permanent teeth appear.
On the other hand, be aware that apparently normal lambs may develop into adults with
mild malocclusion.
It’s advisable to keep good breeding records so that lambs born with this abnormality
can be traced back to the ram. Likewise older sheep should be traceable to both parents.
A rigid approach is advisable in order to eliminate defective sheep and sheep lines from
flocks.
Don’t forget that a ram or ewe with a normal mouth can itself produce lambs with
defective mouths.
Remove a ram if it produces defective mouths and do not use a second year.
Adopt the same approach with ewes and do not breed from the progeny!
8

It may be necessary to remove an entire family.
A word of caution though - If you’re not certain how to approach this problem it’s
sensible to seek veterinary opinion or even approach the society for advice.
Summary
It’s not possible to offer universal advice in an article such as this. However, it’s
important to raise awareness about defective mouths especially novice breeders (and
some experienced!)
Irresponsible breeding practices or a lack of awareness, typically from less well informed
breeders, will result in dissemination of the problem within the flock and, more seriously,
to other flocks.
On a more positive note I’d like to take this opportunity on behalf of Dick Thomson and
myself to wish you all a Merry Christmas and prosperous New Year.
Ifan Lloyd MRCVS

RFBS Fleece and Yarn Sub-Committee Report.
One of the most frequent subjects we are asked about by members is about how and
where to have their own fleeces processed. This is not a simple matter. There are many
Mini Mills located around the country that will happily process a single fleece for you,
either into batts / slivers for you to spin, or into finished yarn. The downsides to using
these processors is that they are mostly geared up to process alpaca fleece, so you may
have to wait for a ‘sheep’ window, they can be expensive (£90 per fleece!), and the
quality of the delivered yarn can be very variable. We have had some back that could be
used as garden twine, but not much else, as well as some which have been well and
carefully processed.
The best results in terms of quality and cost come from using one of the major mills,
either the Halifax Spinning Mill, or the Natural Fibre Co. Both have a minimum batch
size for producing yarn of 20-25kgs of raw fleece (which is about 12 – 15 fleeces), though
they may process smaller amounts into slivers / batts. This is not very useful if you only
have one or two fleeces which you wish to process. All I can suggest is that you get
together with other producers to make up a batch. This leads to issues such as quality
control and the logistics of gathering the fleeces together and getting them to the mill (in
North Yorkshire or Cornwall), as well as sharing out the yarn and costs. If you want to
combine your fleece(s) from next year’s shearing with fleeces from other breeders, then
let me know by email, and I will try to put you in touch with like minded people, hopefully
in your area. Bearing in mind the cost of processing, it is advisable to only submit your
best fleeces, which will usually be a shearling fleece, and to make sure that it has been
cleaned up (skirted) to remove the ‘clarty’ bits. Also make sure that it has no straw or
other organic content – which means that care needs to be taken at shearing time to keep
it clean.
If you do have enough of your own fleece available, then don’t forget about the offer
from the Natural Fibre Co. of a discount of 12% on processing orders by RFBS members
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placed between 1st November and 31st
December this year. For further details,
please contact Lara Pollard, who is a
Ryeland breeder, and who has recently
joined the Natural Fibre Co. See their
website at www.thenaturalfibre.co.uk for
details of batch sizes and pricing.
The sub-committee has received comments
from a couple of RFBS members regarding
the pricing of the Coloured Ryeland yarn and
slivers which we are selling at cost price.
Their concern is that we are undermining the
commercial market. Our response is that we
are endeavouring to stimulate the market by
making these products available at the
lowest price – we need to encourage people
to move away from acrylic yarn and use
natural wool. We are limited by the batch
size, so the sales at this ‘low’ price will not
go on forever! So far we have sold 31 (of 79)
hanks, about half to RFBS members, and
half to members of ‘Knit & Natter’ groups
or ‘Spinners, Weavers & Dyers’ Guilds.
I look forward to receiving your comments,
feedback and yarn / sliver orders.
Tony Moore
Tony can be contacted by email at
tony.moore@amloch.freeserve.co.uk.

OPEN DAY,
THREE COUNTIES
SHOWGROUND
SUNDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 2013
Organised on behalf of the Ryeland Flock
Book Society by Doreen Smillie
After the success of the event I held last year,
the Council enquired if I would organise one
again, which I happily agreed to. The day
has to be enjoyable but also hopefully
educational and everyone will go away
having learnt something.
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RFBS Carlisle Show Results.
Judge: S Hipps
Ryeland Shearling Ewe
1 - A & EC Parry
2 - A Robinson
3 - R & M McCornick
Ryeland Ewe Lamb
1 - A & EC Parry
2 - P Gallie & J Pepper
3 - P Gallie & J Pepper
Female Champion - A & EC Parry
Res Fem Champ - A & EC Parry
Ryeland Shearling Ram
1 - A Robinson
2 - P Gallie & J Pepper
3 - H McIntosh
Ryeland Ram Lamb
1 - J Stone
2 - P Gallie & J Pepper
Male Champion - A Robinson
Res Male Champ - J Stone
Wool on the Hoof - R & M McCornick
Judge : J Scott
Coloured Ryeland Breeding Ewe
1 - D Evans
Coloured Ryeland Shearling Ewe
1 - D Evans
2 - S Halmshaw
3 - S Halmshaw
Coloured Ryeland Ewe Lamb
1 - C Smyth
2 - S Trimmings
3 - C Smyth
Fem Champion - D Evans
Res Fem Champ - D Evans
Coloured Ryeland Shearling Ram:
1 - D Evans
2 - C Smyth
3 - C Smyth
Coloured Ryeland Ram Lamb
1 - C Smyth
2 - D Evans
3 - AM Blenkarn
Male Champion: C Smyth
Res Male Champ: D Evans
Wool on the Hoof - A & S McVicar

Carlisle Sale Averages £(Top Price)
Ryelands
Shearling Ewes: 148 (300)
Ewe Lambs: 225 (500)
Shearling Rams: 300 (600)
Ram Lambs: 56 (60)
Coloured Ryelands
Breeding Ewes: 200 (300)
Shearling Ewes: 192 (280)
Ewe Lambs: 157 (250)
Shearling Rams: 100 (120)
Ram Lambs: 108 (140)

At this point I would like to thank Steve
Gray, my partner, also Matthew his son and
Louise Crowther, Matthew’s fiancée as
well as Clive Davies top Hereford cattle
breeder and a top judge. Matthew and
Louise own the top winning Buckenhill
flock of Polled Dorsets and Clive the
Westwood flock of Shropshire sheep. Also
Jack Williams and Tom Wright for their
help in ensuring it all ran smoothly.
A series of workshops were held covering
the following topics –

Back to the basics of a sheep – anatomy
and breed standard –
Breeding of any animal it is essential that
you have at least the basic knowledge of
the anatomy/conformation. The conformation is particular relevant in relation to lambs
fit for market and also generally good sheep who will reach a good market price for either
fat or pedigree market.
Breed Standard – this is a very important factor with relation to breeding pedigree stock.
The Society has a breed standard and that is set so that Ryelands have general appearance
and you can look at them and say yes that is a Ryeland – not a Southdown for instance.
Basic sheep husbandry –
It is quite surprising how many sheep owners do not know how to trim feet, put a halter
on, inject under the skin, administer wormer/drench, etc. So this workshop is planned
to cover this.
This section created a number of questions and turned into an excellent Q&A session.
Fit for Market – this was very popular in 2012
Steve and Matthew took the lead on this and talked about what to look for in your lambs
to get them ready for market. Went through the EUROP grading system and also we
handed out the EBLEX information on this. Steve and I used the ewe lambs we are
running on for this session, but again as in 2012 a well received topic.
Show Preparation
Louise prepared and trimmed a sheep for the show ring, with Clive and Matthew giving
information as to why, etc. Louise also gave good tips for the beginners.
Showing and ring etiquette
How not to do it and best practice. Steve invited the pupils to take on some of the
shearling ewes and these were then paraded and Steve talked through the ring procedure
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and did a mock judging of the sheep. The show shearling ewes were in full wool and
the others had been clipped in the summer, and everyone was asked to choose what they
thought was the best ewe.
Matthew did a shearing demonstration and the full wool ewes were shorn off so that
everyone could see the difference and also if they were correct in their choice. This was
an interesting exercise.
The Open day is for the new owners of Ryelands, but also a great day for exchanging
information and talking to other Ryeland owners in a relaxed atmosphere.
The idea of the day is to have something for everyone and not too focused on the showing
aspect of owning Ryelands. However to breed good stock you must have an
understanding of what you are breeding for and improving upon in your own flock.
We received great feedback from those that attended which does make it worthwhile
doing and as I said earlier everyone went home having more knowledge than what they
came with.
Doreen Smillie
Oakberrow Ryelands

New Members 13.07.13 - 26.10.13
Ryeland Flocks
01848 - EM Thompson & A Waterman, Dumblehole, Ashford Carbonel, Ludlow,
Shrops. SY8 4DF
01849 - Simon Archer, Stone Stile, Catton, Hexham, Northumberland, NE47 9QH
01850 - Mrs Shan Smith, The Cider Barn, Leys Lane, Bircher, Leominster,
Herefordshire, HR6 0AY
01851 - Mr Paul Cutts, Harlequin House, 111-113 Main Street, Bonby, North
Lincolnshire, DN20 0PY
01852 - Amelia Fearon, Fell View Farm, Branthwaite, Workington, Cumbria, CA14
4TG.
01853 - David & Charlotte Adams, Stoke Park Farm, Stoke on Tern, Market Drayton,
Shropshire, TF9 2DR
01854 - Sophie Tickner, Upper Lanham Farm, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 9RL.
01855 - Mark Wileman, Lambwath Meadows, Aldbrough Road, Aldbrough, Hull,
HU11 4QT
01856 - Mrs Brenda Yapp, Brynhwdog Farm, Castle Caereinion, Welshpool, Powys,
SY21 9AZ
01857 - Nazar Muna, 29 Cam Green, Dursley, Glos. GL11 5HL
01858 - Stuart Willoughby, The Willows, Lea Wood Farm, Gainsborough Road, Lea,
DN21 5JP
01859 - Angela Gregg, Park Farm, Heightington Road, Ribbesford, Bewdley, Worcs.
DY12 2TW
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01860 - Derek Simpson, 9 Market Place, Wooler, Northumberland, NE71 6LF
01861 - Jon Brookes, Spring Cottage, Beamish Lane, Codsall Wood, WV8 1RH
01862 - Mrs Victoria Sheppard, Hillview, Witham Friary, Frome, Somerset, BA11
5HD
01863 - Victoria Lea, Goodfellows Chase, Tilty, Dunmow, Essex, CM6 2HP.
01864 - William E Martindale, The Mowhay, Kehelland, Cambourne, TR14 0DD
01865 - Mrs NJ Bowers, Holme Farm, Harewood Road, East Keswick, Leeds, West
Yorks, LS17 9HG
01866 - Kevin Anderson, Arns Farm, Arns Road, Arns, Cumbernauld, G 67 3JW
Coloured Flocks
446C - EM Thompson & A Waterman, Dumblehole, Ashford Carbonel, Ludlow,
Shropshire. SY8 4DF
447C - Steven Pigott, Upper Yardro, Old Radnor, Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2RP
448C – Steph Thackery, Hayton House, Lower Hayton, Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8
2AQ
449C - David Breaks, Church Style Farm, Slaidburn, Clitheroe, Lancs. BB7 3ER
450C - Andrew & Pippa Sillitoe, Rhiw Wen, Trefeglyws, Caersws, Powys, SY17
5QY.
451C - Mr & Mrs Glover, Holtby Grange, Holtby Labe, Holtby, York, YO19 5XQ
452C - Leigh Emmott, Todley Hall Farm, Todley Hall Road, Lamcock, Keighley, W
Yorks, BD22 0QB
453C - Mrs Sarah Tinsley, 427 Uttoxeter Road, Blythe Bridge, Stoke on Trent, Staffs,
ST11 9NT
454C - M Wall & D Venables, Emporium Cottage, Llandinam, Powys, SY17 5BY
455C - Keith & Glenda Hartley, Sunnybank Farm, Gibb Lane, Mount Tabor, Halifax,
West Yorkshire, HX2 0TW
456C - Mrs Brenda Yapp, Brynhwdog Farm, Castle Caereinion, Welshpool, Powys,
SY21 9AZ
457C - Nicky Edwards, 34 Sychem Place, Five Oak Green, Tonbridge, Kent, TN12
6TS
458C - Peter Jaques, Stapleford Hall, Stapleford Road, Stapleford Abbotts, Essex,
RM4 1EJ
Non Flock Members
NF23 - Christine Eaglestone, The Bank, Shirlheath, Kingsland, Leominster,
Herefordshire, HR6 9RJ.

Adding Value to Wool
For quite a few months now I have been feeling the hand of Victorian businessman
Charles Early on my shoulder. The founder of Oxfordshire’s world-famous blanketweaving empire has been providing inspiration for my bid to add value to the fleeces
from my small flock of Ryeland sheep, which graze on pasture on the outskirts of Oxford.
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In its heyday, Early’s Witney blanket industry employed more than 3,000 people, and
its blankets were recognised as the finest in England. The establishment of an overseas
trade in the 18th century was a further boost to the industry, especially when the Hudson’s
Bay Trading Company in North America began placing regular orders.
With the weight of all this history behind me, I began tinkering in the textile trade by
joining the Natural Fibre Company’s share scheme a few years ago. At the time, I was
amazed at the lack of value put on this glorious and valuable resource — and horrified
by tales of fleeces being discarded or burned.
The Natural Fibre Company’s scheme, which was sadly ended this year, allowed flock
owners to make use of the result of their annual clip without the expense of processing.
You did not get cash for your fleeces at the outset but, if you had a market for it, you
could buy back processed yarn or other products at a discount — depending on the weight
of the raw wool you contributed to the scheme.
The experience - and successful sales of wool products at local farmers markets - gave
me the confidence to go it alone and send this year’s clip off to a weaver in Wales.
After a couple of successful farmers’ market where I sold Ryeland yarn (white and
coloured) and some beautiful throws made using wool from my chosen breed, I became
determined to develop the business. This year I have a number of throws, scarves and
cushions all made in Wales from my own Ryeland clip, which is a very satisfying feeling.
Meanwhile Sue Blacker, the entrepreneur behind the Natural Fibre Company came up
with a new spin off idea — the Natural Yarn Company.
Sue explained: “We thought it would be helpful to people who have been using us to
create products, giving them access to a wider market,” she said. “And maybe encourage
people to have products made for the first time.”
The idea is that individual flock-owners can market and even create their own branded
farm assured products while piggy-backing on the resources already being offered by
the Natural Fibre Company.
This offers flock owners access to a much wider market (including Europe and the USA)
for their products, without the extra hassle of setting up websites or delivery and online
payment systems.
Producers share their stock with the NFC — which takes a 25 per cent cut on anything
sold via their own webpage on the Natural Yarn Company website. The scheme also
helps the producer build up a useful mailing list of customers.
Next season, along with another Oxfordshire-based Ryeland breeder, we hope to develop
a little co-op to process wool from more than one flock. I would be happy to share my
experience with other flock book members interested in seeing their clip turned into
fabulous wool products.
Tim Metcalfe
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Council Vacancy - Northern England Region
Following the resignation of Sandie Davison in September, there is a vacancy for a
Northern Region representative on the RFBS Council. It is the intention to co-opt a
replacement at the January meeting. If you are based in the Northern Region (ie
Cumberland, County Durham, East Riding of Yorkshire, Lancashire, North Yorkshire,
Northumberland, Westmorland, West Yorkshire, Merseyside, Tyne and Wear, South
Yorkshire, Greater Manchester) and are interested in becoming a Council member, please
contact the Secretary as soon as possible. Note: Council members are expected to attend
four meetings in each twelve month period. The co-opted member will serve on the
Council for the remainder of the current Council’s term ,ie until AGM 2015.

WHY JUDGE?
A judge’s duty and responsibility is to place the sheep he has in front of him in order of
merit as he sees them. It is as simple as that. However, the judge’s opinion must be an
opinion based on knowledge, and an opinion that is balanced and unbiased. By balance,
an opinion which takes the whole sheep into consideration and is not based on one fault
or one virtue. Sometimes there are judges who condemn a sheep for an obvious fault “I
can’t tolerate the wool on the back of the ears say’ and the other virtues of the sheep can
be ignored – a case of throwing the baby out with the bath water. Conversely a judge
might place a sheep for one positive virtue “he has such dark coloured ears and ignore
serious failings in the sheep. Both approaches are to be condemned. Two pieces of
advice: JUDGE THE WHOLE SHEEP – No sheep is perfect and you should take into
account both virtues and faults. Judge for quality.
INTEGRITY should be a priority in any judge. The ability to be honest enough to place
sheep as you see them is essential. It sometimes takes great courage to upset the form
books, but you must be true to yourself – this is integrity. Your decisions might make
you unpopular with the winner in some quarters, but if you have sound reasons for your
decision, you are justified.
You should judge “ON THE DAY”. Sheep which have done a lot of winning in the past
may be off form, you cannot place them on how you have seen them ringside in the past.
Obviously judging is a subjective exercise, but it must be an exercise which is based on
knowledge and on the bred standard. The relative priorities of judges in applying the
breed standard is where subjectivity enters into the equation and this is usually he reason
why results in the show ring can vary. One judge may think one part of the breed is the
most important feature in the breed, whilst another may place emphasis on a different
area, but it is important that all judges keep a sense of balance in their assessment, judging
the whole sheep.
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Fit for Function – Is the sheep physically sound, if it is lame you speak to the handler
and ask if they would wish to leave the ring because their animal is lame. How does the
sheep handle – fit or fat? Learn the difference.
Underpinning the knowledge of the breed standard should be a sound working knowledge
of conformation and movement. The conformation will affect the appearance and
movement. Breed standards and conformation are the foundations for judging.
Doreen Smillie

Flock Visits
visit date: 16 Nov 13
Flock No.: 280C

Flock: High Edge
Owner: Debbie Bostock

It was time to see another Coloured Ryeland flock, so this quarter’s visit was to the High
Edge Coloured Ryeland flock in Derbyshire. An averaged sized flock, currently lambing
ten ewes, it was established in 2009. Debbie has already formed a very clear idea of the
type of sheep she wants to produce and, judging by the consistency in her flock, with
sheep of a clearly recognisable type, has achieved this in an un-typically short period of
time.
Location: The High Edge Coloured Ryeland flock lives near the village of Heage (alias
High Edge), near Belper in Derbyshire. The house and holding owned by Debbie and
her husband Piers is on the edge of the Derwent Valley Mills world heritage site which
was the centre of the Industrial Revolution where water power was first harnessed for
Photo: Patrick Wilkinson
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textile production. Primarily cotton, but also woollen products; apt, given Debbie’s
interest in producing quality fleeces from her flock. The river valley contains a series
of historic mill complexes and the Heage windmill, built in 1791, and recently restored,
is the backdrop to the flock in the photo above. The land is at an elevation of 189 metres
and being relatively exposed, is windy with many variations in climate. Cold winds
mean the Ryelands retreat to the cover of the hedges, but winds down the length of the
fields give them little shelter. Debbie says her sheep produce significantly more fleece
than Ryelands in warmer, more lowland locations.
The main holding comprises nine acres in total, with five acres next to the house and an
additional four acres ¾ of a mile away that was bought three years ago. An additional
three and a half acres of grazing is rented with the rent paid in lamb. The house fields
are primarily clay but the lower lying four acres are more loamy. The house field was
re-seeded several years ago with Ryegrass but the four acre fields are traditional pasture
with a wide variety of species. No artificial fertilisers are used, but the house fields
receive manure each year.
How did you get into Ryelands? We bought some store lambs in 1998 to graze the
grassland around the house and to fatten and butcher. We did this for three years until
Foot and Mouth meant we had movement restrictions. We didn’t lose anything to the
cull, but after that year’s lambs we took a break from sheep for a few years, taking time
to consider which breed we next wanted to keep. The deciding moment for us to look
for another breed was when our store lambs took off over the hills and disappeared into
a nearby flock! Something easier to manage was needed! I love Herdwicks and was
tempted; then looked into Ryelands and Southdowns and finally decided on Coloured
Ryelands. This was after visiting Carole and Greg Shaw who advised if I was to keep
a relatively small flock, not to split my efforts and try and keep both Ryelands and
Coloured Ryelands. So, Coloureds it was, for the reason I like the look of them and the
fleece is much in demand. Coincidentally, after the visit to Carole and Greg, there were
four ewe lambs for sale in the next village. We bought these and then our first ram,
Lightwater Kushti in Autumn 2009 at York sale. We had four large single lambs the
following spring – too large and I admit until we learned more, like most new breeders,
we overfed the ewes that year. We hoped to keep all the ewe lambs but only had one
out of the four! We butchered most of the ram lambs for the next few years but kept all
Kushti’s daughters that were good enough for the flock. Then of course we were trapped
with our male line, so Kushti was sold and we bought Roston Polo who is currently one
of our two breeding tups. We bought Broomwell Talisker this year and he has been used
on four ewes, with Polo on six. Three ewes are the originals, five we have bred and two
others are Lightwater ewes that we bought in.
Do you keep any other breeds? Two Herdwicks and a few cross-bred sheep.
What is the size of your Coloured Ryeland flock? We have 16 sheep in total. 10
Breeding ewes, 2 breeding rams, seven lambs some to keep and some to sell.
Do you keep any wethers? Two Herdwick weathers.
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How would you describe a sheep as typical of your flock? We are now producing the
heads with the character we like, but are now trying to add a bit of height and length to
our flock. We like to see them blocky, square and fairly deep bodied. I think some
Coloured Ryelands in particular are getting too tall and leggy.
What is your preference in regard to the colour of the fleece? I’m happy to have a
range of colours and markings. I’m not chasing producing a solid colour. Diversity of
colours is good and is attractive to spinners who will pay good prices for Coloured fleeces.
When do you usually plan to lamb? Our target is the 20th March. The tups go in on
17 Oct. Our best and tightest lambing was over two weeks, last year, and the worst was
six weeks.
Your facilities? We have a converted 8m x 6m field shelter in the field nearest the house
that doubles up as a hay store and a lambing shed. This is fun in a year with a warm
Autumn when the sheep aren’t eating hay until a bit later. We then have to make room
for the lambing pens with too much hay in the way!
Do you have any help? I’d say no - it’s the two of us, but we do have a little help from
our son and daughter.
Have you ever used sponging or A.I.? No. Do you scan? Yes, we do now, after
having had triplets one year! We’ve never had less than 186% at scanning.
What proportion do you usually send for meat? Around 60% of tup lambs go for
meat.
Do you eat your own meat? Yes.
What do you plan to do with your old ewes? I’m fairly decisive about what needs to
go, but there is one of our original four ewes that’s a favourite who will probably see out
her days here.
When do you shear? The first week in May. Do you shear your own? No, we use
Philip Fisher (The Singing Shearer - he doesn’t..!). He’s happy to shear Ryelands without
complaining about the extra work to the heads and legs!
What do you do with your wool? We sell it all privately. Our website works well for
fleece sales and this year we have sold some to the USA.
Describe your preparation of your show sheep: Minimal! I think it’s a shame that
Coloured Ryelands are being trimmed more heavily than when we first started going to
shows. We have done quite a few shows, but our preparation is only to make sure they
are clean and to tidy them up, leaving a more natural appearance to the fleece and without
disturbing the natural colour.
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Do you feed hay, haylage or silage? Small bay hay. Do you make any? Yes, we
make more than we need and sell the rest.
What concentrates do you feed? We now use Rumevite feed blocks (18% protein)
rather than sheep nuts when we begin to feed the pregnant ewes. We start with the blocks
after scanning and then ten days before lambing we start to feed ewe nuts. This gets the
rumen adjusted to the feed they are going to have when housed for lambing and it also
helps to get them inside! The tups and lambs over winter only get grass and hay. This
year we put hay out for them in early October, but they only eat a little while there is
still grass worth eating.
Do you use any mineral supplements? We use mineral lick buckets all the year round.
Health products and routines: Feet are trimmed as necessary and we worm about three
to four times a year. We carried out faecal sampling awhile ago and then were able to
cut back on the worming frequency. We are careful about fluke, being in a river valley
with water nearby. We give all sheep Heptavac P+ and have treated the ewes for
Schmallenberg.
What equipment do you have? Turning crate? No. I use a deck chair or turn and
sit the ewes. The tups I do with them standing up. Weigher? Yes. Handling system?
We have a small race, a shedding gate and lots of hurdles. Creep feeder? Yes – hand
made from pallets. Field hayracks? We have one ring feeder and for the smaller groups
of sheep use Hay-Hutches. Field shelters? Yes, we have several which are simple
curved corrugated iron with open ends.
What breeding records do you keep? Nothing too elaborate, but we do record
everything we think we need to make breeding decisions, not just for DEFRA and Animal
Health.
Any Ryeland highlights? Definitely winning two first places for both a ram lamb and
ewe lamb at Bakewell Show in the Rare Breed classes under Peter Titley, the highly
respected judge and previous Chairman and President of the RBST. To know my sheep
are judged to be good, regardless of breed, is very satisfying.
Why Ryelands? Because they are easy to handle and I’m interested in producing good
valuable fleeces.
The High Edge flock is well on the road to having a flock with a recognisable type and
has achieved this in a shorter time than most. Now confident of the character she is
wanting to produce, the careful purchase of Broomwell Talisker directly from Susan
Bryden now gives her all the ingredients for her flock plan. Debbie is most proud of
having sold stock to two more experienced breeders this year. As she says ‘you know
you are doing something right when you sell Ryeland stock into Wales!’.
Patrick Wilkinson
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News From the National Sheep Association
CHANGES TO MOVEMENT RECORDING RULES IN ENGLAND COMING
UP
• All sheep will have to be electronically identified from 1st January 2015 – double
tagging for breeding animals and a single electronic tag for slaughter lambs. Injectable identifiers will not be permitted.
• Existing stocks of visual tags can be used up until the end of 2014.
• The new electronic database in England will still start operating on 1st April 2014, and
Defra has ordered that markets, abattoirs, collection and assembly centres electronically
report all movements through this new reporting database. Farmers will have the choice
to report electronically or by a paper form in the post. Electronic and paper reporting
will both be required within three days of a move.
• Cross-border movements between England and Wales will have to remain on-paper
due to Wales not having an electronic database. We are still waiting for Wales to make
a decision on the database and the future of non-EID slaughter tags.
MAJOR CHANGES TO CPH AND MOVEMENT RULES IN WALES TO BE
CONSULTED ON: The Welsh Government has announced a consultation will open in
Spring 2014, with the intention of making major changes to CPH and movement rules
in 2015. The proposals include removing all SOAs and linked holdings, as well as
allowing farmers to control all land managed by them within 10 miles of their main
holding under one CPH reference, as well as enabling land within a CPH to be linked
into a land parcel identification system. NSA Cymru/Wales will work with members to
respond to the consultation once it opens.
WEST COUNTRY LAMB TO GET PROTECTED IDENTItY: The European
Commission has confirmed that West Country Lamb and West Country Beef will shortly
receive a European Protected Geographical Indication (PGI), meaning beef and lamb
coming from stock born, raised and finished in Cornwall, Devon, Somerset,
Gloucestershire, Dorset and Wiltshire and fed at least a 70% forage-based diet will have
permission to be labelled and promoted accordingly. Work will begin in 2014 to
encourage processors and the meat trade to utilise the PGI to add value to beef and lamb
products. The successful application for PGI was made by Meat South West and
supported by Eblex.
SEND CLEAN AND DRY ANIMALS TO SLAUGHTER: Eblex has issued a
reminder this week about ensuring livestock meet abattoir rules on cleanliness at slaughter
in order to avoid costs being passed to producers for clipping and cleaning dirty animals
at the slaughterhouse, additional trimming of carcases and, in extreme cases, loss of the
entire carcase. Abattoirs are strict about cleanliness because of hygiene controls, with
dirt and dampness increasing the risk of bacteria spreading onto carcases during the

20

slaughter process. Eblex refers producers to its manual on minimising carcase losses.
The manual is available to view the manual online.
GRASS-FED TRADITIONAL BREEDS PROVIDE SELLING POINT FOR UK:
This week was a busy one for conferences, with both the Eblex conference (5th
November) and Farmers Guardian Business of Farming conference and awards (5th-6th
November). NSA Chief Executive Phil Stocker attended the Eblex conference and reports
that it was a thought-provoking day with an interesting array of speakers and good
debate. Ed Green, a recent Nuffield scholar, described various international approaches
to red meat production (referring mainly to beef) and concluded the right way forward
for the UK was grass fed, high quality meat from traditional breeds linked to landscape
and environment. Eblex’s J.P. Garnier made the case that our market opportunities are
growing and that we need more lambs to supply more markets! He stated that it is a
fallacy to think keeping markets short will result in high prices and, in reality, we need
volume and throughput to expand markets further. Rizvan Khalid gave an excellent
insight to the ethnic sheep meat markets and delegates departed with a far higher
knowledge of the way of life, culture, and drivers behind the Muslim community and
their interest in lamb and mutton.
FEMALE FARMERS WANTED FOR PHOTOGRAPHIC PROJECT: Photography
student Rachel Foster is looking for female farmers in North East England or the
Midlands willing to take part in a photographic project documenting the role of women
in agriculture. She has lived on a farm all her life and has recently completed a work
placement with Farmers Guardian, so has experience in the farming sector and
understands the practicalities of photographing people within their agricultural
businesses. Rachel is not just looking for sheep farmers, so pass the message along to
other female farmers you may know. Anyone interested in volunteering can contact
Rachel on rachelfos@hotmail.co.uk or 07793 086851.
KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR SHEEP RUSTLERS: NSA is receiving increasing reports
of sheep thefts and disappearances. Over the last week there have been media reports of
stolen sheep being found tied up in the back of a transit van in Birmingham and,
separately, 38 Texels sheep stolen in Herefordshire/Worcestershire. Other reports include
sheep slaughtered in a field with the most valuable parts of a rough butchery job taken
away and the remainder thrown in the river, and 50 sheep disappearing on common land
near Swansea. Sheep farmers are going to have to be ever more vigilant, locking gates
where possible, encouraging neighbours to help keep an eye out, and maybe even thinking
about some of the smart CCTV technology that is available for more remote situations.
NSA Chief Executive Phil Stocker was interviewed on BBC radio during the week and
said: “Sheep farmers are being subjected to increasing levels of theft with valuable stock
being regularly lost. This brings financial loss to stock owners, immeasurable stress for
sheep, and often bypasses public health controls. Both farmers and authorities need to
increase surveillance and checks to stamp down on this most unwelcome trend.”
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So you are off to the show
Just a few bullet points for all –
•

Movement forms – you have 2 sets one for going to the show and one for
coming home, filled in before you leave for the show

•

Ensure that the sheep you take to the show were not bred by the Judge

•

You should not travel to the show with the Judge

•

Neither is it acceptable for the Judge to have handled your sheep in any way
prior to the show

•

When showing your sheep give the judge respect and do not gossip either with
your fellow competitors or ringside audience whilst you are in the ring

•

Do not have a long conversation with the Judge, OK for pleasantries

•

White coats to be worn

•

Listen to the Judge’s instructions and be aware of where they are in the ring so
that you do not end up with your back to the judge and your sheep is not
standing properly

•

Enjoy the day and accept the Judges’ decision

•

By all means when judging has been completed ask the judge for their opinion
on your sheep and why it received the position it did.

These are only a few tips which I hope you will find helpful, but when at the show do
talk to fellow exhibitors and do not be afraid to ask questions, it is the only way to learn.
Doreen Smillie
Chair of Judges Sub Committee

Obituary
Trevor Davies [ Flock No 482 Comberton ] 17 March 2013
During the 1980 –90 Trevor was a great supporter of our breed – helping the late Malcolm
Collins prepare and show his sheep - and with his own flock was a regular exhibitor at
most of the Major Shows.
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Trevor was a thorough judge, who officiated at most shows including the Royal in 1993.
In later years Trevor, and his wife Rita, would be sat at the ringside at the Three Counties
watching the judging and always would attend the Show and Sale to especially watch
the prices as the sheep came under the hammer.
Unfortunately not many knew of his passing so were unable to pay their respects to a
breeder who worked hard to promote our sheep where ever he could, and enjoying just
that
Our sympathies to his wife Rita, who will miss him immensely, as he was her guiding
star.
During 2013 I attended the funeral of AR Vaughan, who learnt his shepherding skills
with David Thomas [ Flock No 5 ] before the war. He taught our family the way to trim
sheep the “Thomas “ way.
In October I also attended the funeral of Willie Currie of Biggar, Scotland, a much
different service to ours in the West Country.
Willie was probably the best “sheep dresser “ in Scotland –often preparing 20 – 30 sheep
for the Royal Highland Show. He was the shepherd to Jim Stobo, who used a Ruslin tup
to produce from Suffolk/Scotch Halfbreds, the winner on many occasions , of the light
weight class at the Royal Smithfield Show and the Scottish Winter Fair.
Richard Wear.
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HOW TO.....
Complete Your Flock Survey Online
Step 1- Access Pedeweb: Go to the RFBS website www.ryelandfbs.com and click the
link for the online flock book.

Type in your member number and password. If you have mislaid this or would like to
change it please email the Society.
Step 2 - The next screen is the animal search screen. Click on the link to ‘Manage your

Step 3: A list of menu options (listed below) will be displayed
The menu options are;
1. Births
2. Deaths/slaughters
3. Transfers
4. Identification of Animals for Sale/Hire/AI
5. Survey
6. View / Change contact details
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Click on the link for Survey
A list of all the animals the system thinks you own will be displayed.

Step 4: Every animal MUST have a tick in one of the three boxes before it will allow
you to submit. The easiest way to do this is to click on ‘tick all animals as alive’ then
work through the list and change the ones you have sold or are dead, as you go along.
When you are happy with the list click on submit. The submit box is situated at the
bottom of the survey screen.

That will take you to a summary screen:
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Step 5: If you click on submit, the animals you marked as died will be flagged as dead
and the sold animals will no longer appear in your flock listing. If you decide that you
are not quite ready to submit your survey, click on quit.
Step 6; If you have purchased animals since you submitted your last survey that do not
appear on your flock list, please email the Secretary at info@ryelandfbs.com to notify
that these sheep are now in you ownership.
That wasn’t too complicated was it!
The survey will be available to complete online from now until 30th April 2014. Please
take a few minutes to look at it and do it online if you can. It is much more efficient and
saves a huge amount of office time.
Thanks.
Dot Tyne
Secretary
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Coloured Ryeland News

FINDON SHEEP FAIR
Findon sheep fair took place on 14th September 2013. The weather was not
so kind to us this year with dull overcast skies and a chilly wind. But it was
warming to see so many Coloured ryeland breeders in the south making an
effort to support this show! There was a total of 6 exhibitors showing 25
sheep between us which was amazing!
This show goes from strength to strength each year and hosts specific
Coloured Ryeland classes and our thanks goes to Andy McVicar for making
the long journey from Powys to judge our sheep and making it a wonderful
day. I hope we will see more of you again next year.
RESULTS
RAM 1st J Hughes Gracewood Primo 2nd V Howells Shadowland Sonic
3rd J Knight Teddy 4th V Howells Shadowland Pegasus
RAM LAMB 1st L Coleman 2nd J Hughes 3rd D Cleaver
EWE 1st V Howells 2nd K Dolden 3rd K Dolden 4th J Hughes
EWE LAMB 1st V Howells 2nd L Coleman 3rd K Dolden 4th J Hughes
We also had an unscheduled Group of three Class for a bit of fun which was
won by Linda Coleman
Best of Breed
Reserve Best of Breed
The Best Of Breed
winner Shadowland
Tansy then went on to
win Reserve Best In
Show which was an
amazing end to our
show season!

Right
Val Howells
with
Shadowland
Tansy

V Howells Ewe Lamb
J Hughes Gracewood Primo
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Right
Jenny Hughes with
Gracewood Primo

Below
The Best of Breed line
up!
Photo L Hughes

Right
Presentation of Coloured
Ryeland BOB trophy . The
classes were sponsored by
Findon Village Gardens
Association. Presentation was
done by the chairman's
daughter- Maisie Beth
Photo courtesy of Findon sheep
fair

KINGTON SHOW RESULTS
Judge John Donovan

SENNYBRIDGE SHOW
RESULTS

RAM: 1st R Williams 2nd A Swankie
RAM LAMB 1st N Webb
2nd R Williams 3rd R Williams
EWE 1st N Webb 2nd A Swankie
EWE LAMB 1st A Swankie
2nd N Webb 3rd A Swankie
GROUP OF THREE 1st R Williams
2nd A Swankie 3rd R Williams
CHAMPION N WEBBS Ram Lamb
RES CH A SWANKIE Ewe Lamb

RAM 1st S and A McVicar 2nd Lewis
Harris 3rd Carole Bateman
RAM LAMB 1st S and A McVicar
2nd S and A McVicar
EWE 1st C Bateman 2nd Lewis
Harris 3rd S and A McVicar
(exhibited by S and A Owen)
EWE LAMB 1st S and A McVicar
2nd S and A McVicar 3rd C Bateman
4th Sian and Andrew Owen
GROUP OF THREE 1st Carole
Bateman
CHAMPION S and A Mcvicars ewe
lamb
RES Ch S and A Mc Vicars Ram
Lamb
Our Thanks go to Judge John Reed

Pearling Trophy presented by Paul
Harter awarded to N Webb

Coloured Ryeland Sub Committee
Chairman and show liaison officer
Andy McVicar

01686 610615

Secretary
Marian Thornett

01597 823013

Committee members
Ruth Mills

SHOW COATS FOR SHEEP
Made to order
Choice of colours and sizes

01584 711489

Jana Peach

01686440636

Carol Bateman

01874 636549

Selwyn Evans

01267 275666

Chris Smyth

01671 830359

Tony Moore

01925730530

Paula Wills

01736 786173

Also
SHEEP HALTERS
Various styles and colours
Contact
DI GRENYER
THE TACK ROOM
LLUGWY FARM
LLANBISTER ROAD
POWYS LD1 5UT
TELE 01547550641

Valerie Howells 01268 961260
www.llugwy-farm.co.uk
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JUDGING LIST FOR 2014 SHOWS AND THEIR RESERVES
17th/18th May Welsh Spring Show
28th/29th May Stafford County Show
14th June Royal Three Counties
15th June Nat. RBST, Three Counties
25th/25th June Royal Norfolk
21st-24th July Royal Welsh Show
2nd August Tenbury Show
7th August
Burwarton Show
16th August Llyswen Show
23rd August Ludlow show and sale
6th September Sennybridge show
13th September Kington Show
13th September Findon Sheep Fair
Carlisle show and sale

Pennie Mee
Res Laura Howell
Doreen Smillie Res Steve Bradbury
Andy McVicar Res John Reed
Carys Jones
Res Tom Bradbury
Steve Gray
Res John Donovan
Suzanne Donovan Res Andy McVicar
Selwyn Evans
Res Carys Jones
Randal Lewis
Res TBC
John Reed
Res Pennie Mee
Steve Bradbury Res Doreen Smillie
Simon or John Donovan
Res TBC
Pam Bateman
Res Ifan Lloyd
Tom Bradbury Res TBC
Laura Howell
Res R Aitken

Reserve Judges in 2014 have been asked to actually judge in 2015 but these will
be confirmed in Autumn 2014.
OUR EDITOR, Val Howells
You will all be sorry to hear that Val has found it necessary to resign as Editor
of our CR Section of the newsletter due to increasing commitments at home and
at work, and I feel this occasion should not be allowed to pass without adding
our thanks and gratitude to her for all the hard work she has put in to make the
Newsletter both interesting and informative over the past few years. It is not
an easy job by any means and Val obviously has a flare for this kind of work
which has benefited us all.
Thank you so much Val– we do appreciate it
Andy McVicar –Chairman and Marian Thornett-Secretary, on behalf of all
Sub committee members
In Future all material for inclusion can be sent directly to Dot Tyne who will pass it
on to RFBS news Editorship. Please keep the information coming in– show results,
photos, items of news etc. ANYTHING to do with Coloured Ryelands also items for
the Pin board, Sheep for sale and wanted, sheep related items etc, We need YOUR
support to keep this section going! The deadline for receipt of material will be given
in the previous issue of RFBS News.

Marian Thornett

POINTS TROPHY 2013
A Points accumulation competition was held for the first time in 2013. based
on the rules for the RFBS Percy Wear trophy with some slight adjustments, it
covered 8 shows – Welsh Smallholders; Stafford County; Royal Three
Counties Main Show, Three Counties RBST Show, the Royal Welsh;
Burwarton; Tenbury and Llyswen.
It was decided not to include Sennybridge and Kington shows in 2013 so that
the results could be calculated and the trophy presented at the Ludlow show
and sale. These two shows would be included in the 2014 competition.
Points were awarded as follows: 1st –4 points, 2nd– 3 points, 3rd -2 points,
and 4th-1 point and it was decided to take results from just the 4 main classes
in each CR section but to include any Wool on the Hoof classes to make it
fair to everyone.
The three highest scores of each participant were counted and the results
were
1st S and A McVicar with 76 points
2nd Nick Webb (R and A Webb and family) 53 Points
3rd D Evans with 51 points
4th J and D Shaw with 38 points
5th A Swankie with 30 points
The Bob Webb Points Trophy was duly presented to Sue and Andy McVicar
in the Auction Sale Ring at Ludlow by Bob Webb himself.
Next year will begin with results already recorded for Sennybridge and
Kington Shows, followed by the 8 other shows listed above
I hope that this Competition will provide an extra incentive to as many
exhibitors as possible to support CR classes at these shows. Good Luck to
everyone for 2014
Marian Thornett
Editors Ramblings
As you have read in a previous article this is my last CR section of the
Newsletter as Editor! May I thank Andy and Marian for their kind words! I
have enjoyed doing the job over the past 6 years! I have seen many things
change but the enthusiasm that we all have for this wonderful breed will
never change! Please all of you keep promoting the Coloured Ryeland to all
that will listen and keep your articles and show results coming in to Dot.
PLEASE don’t let this section die! Once again thank you all for your support
over the past years, I will see you all at next years shows and good luck
with 2014 lambing!
Val Howells

Notices for Members
2013 Sheep Survey : Enclosed with this newsletter you will find your 2013 sheep survey.
Please complete the form as fully and as accurately as possible. For some of you, this
may be quite a large task - the database currently records all the sheep registered by a
breeder as still being in their ownership. Please mark sheep on the list as being either
still on your ownership, sold (with details of the purchaser if possible) or dead. Also add
to the bottom of the list any sheep you have bought in from other breeders. This survey
is being carried out to allow members to make the best use of the online flock book
facility. Please return the completed forms as soon as possible but before 31st March at
the latest. If you did not complete last year’s survey, please make an extra effort to do it
this year.
The survey can also be completed online and it is very quick and simple to do. Log on
details can be found at the top of the paper survey form. If completing your survey online
please email the Secretary with the details of any additional sheep in your ownership
that are not included on the survey list.
2014 Subscription Reminder Also included in this mailing is an reminder for your 2014
membership subscription. If you have signed up to pay annually by Banker’s Order, most
payments are made on the 6th January If you have not taken up the Banker’s Order
option, please consider doing so - members paying by this method receive a £5 discount
on the annual fee. Please send your subscription by whatever method, before the 31st
March. If your fee is not paid by this date you will be removed from the mailing list.
Also included on the reminder is an opportunity for you to check that the contact details
the RFBS holds for you are correct. Please let the Secretary know if any corrections are
required.
Newsletter in Colour: There is a simple way to receive your Society newsletter in colour.
Sign up to have your copy of the newsletter sent by email and you will be able to view
or print a full colour version. Simply email info@ryelandfbs.com to request your
newsletter by email. This will also help to minimize costs and reduce the impact on the
environment.
2014 Year Letter: Advance notice that the year letter for lambs born in 2014 will be U.
Annual General Meeting 2014: This year it will be the turn of the Central & Southern
England region to host the AGM. The date of the meeting is Saturday 26th April 2014.
The venue is yet to be confirmed. Further details to follow in due course.
Next Council Meeting: The next meeting of Council takes place on 18th January 2014.
If you have any issues you would like Council to discuss, please contact the Secretary
by Saturday 4th January.
March Newsletter: Please send copy to the Secretary by Wednesday 26th February
2014.
Wishing you all a happy and prosperous 2014!
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