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Council Members
Chairman - Carole Shaw

President - Stephen Hipps

Vice President - Carole Shaw

President Elect - Tony Moore

CRC Representative - Andy McVicar
North of England - Alison Robinson, Matt Pink, Alf Pink
Wales - John Donovan, Simon Gilbert, Pam Bateman
Scotland Central & Southern - Richard Wear, David Duggan, Sue Quigley, Jane Pinches, Steve
Gray, Tony Moore (Vice Chair), Carole Shaw, Greg Shaw, John Whittall ( Deputy Vice
Chair)

From the Editor
This is my first time as editor for the Ryeland section so I hope you will bear with me
whilst I find my feet. Holly Price has kindly volunteered to look after the coloured
section and will, I'm sure, introduce herself to you.
For those who don't know me I thought the best way of introducing myself (and my
other half!) would be for our flock to feature in the member profile section which you
will see further along in the newsletter.
I am taking over the reins from our very able outgoing editor Jack Williams and I
applaud him for doing the job so well.
May I thank all the regular contributors to the newsletter who I hope will continue to
provide me with valuable material for the newsletters. As we now enter a new phase
following the results of the national ballot on regionalisation, together with plans for
a new improved website the future is looking very interesting.
The summer showing season for 2015 has finished now and I hope we are all able to
take a well earned break before gearing up for the lambing season. However the
winter fairs are in full swing as I type this editorial and I look forward with eager
anticipation to attending the Welsh Winter Fair which has always had a strong contingent of Ryelands. It is great to hear that this year the English Winter Fair at Stafford
was attended by Ashgrove Ryelands who put forward 3 pairs of lambs, one of which
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won Best Native pair of lambs. Well done Rosie (and of course George). Hopefully
attendance at this show will go from strength to strength.
Facebook is proving to be a very useful and friendly tool for new and old members,
ranging from introducing new members to each other, to lively discussions on sheep
matters. There was a particularly vibrant thread following Patrick Wilkinson’s report
on the Carlisle Show and Sale which was very interesting.
If someone would like to volunteer their flock for a member profile for the newsletter
I would love to hear from you. If you would like more details please contact me - my
contact details are:
Telephone 01584 831578 Email lin.whittall@googlemail.com
Finally, and because it's Christmas time may I wish everyone Seasons Greetings and a
Happy New Year. And because by the time the next edition comes out lambing will be
over (for most of us) - a successful lambing season.
Happy Christmas to ewe all (sorry, it had to be said!)
Lin Whittall

Chairman’s Report
Today, it is so wet, windy and thoroughly miserable on the Staffordshire Moorlands,
dogs happy in front of the fire, so I decided, must get this Christmas cake made today.
Then I get a call from Lin, our new newsletter editor - where is your chairman’s report!,
oops sorry Lin! Just think it will be almost Christmas when you all receive your
December newsletter.
I would like to offer a very warm welcome to Lin Whittall and Holly Price as our two
new editors, Lin has taken on the role for the Ryelands, and Holly for the coloured
Ryeland section - so pleased.
You will all know the very good news regarding the regional representation now,
because the nomination forms were sent out at the end of November for members to
take up seats on their regional sub-committees. I do hope you will get involved in this.
90.49% of our members voted in favour of this going forward and I am so pleased
because it has been very hard work to achieve this, and I am glad that our members
appreciate the work that has been undertaken, and the need for this to happen. Our
membership is ever growing, and is currently around 650.
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Hopefully Lin is adding a section regarding some of the items Council discussed at our
October meeting, for your information. I would add a little about the NSA sheep event
for 2016. I believe the date is the 27th July but will let you all know more about this
later. Council have unanimously agreed to take a stand at this event. It will be a lot
of hard work, but hopefully we can take this opportunity to show the public that the
Ryeland can hold its own in the commercial sector, as a pure bred and as a cross bred.
Ryelands are one of the early maturing breeds which have ‘waves of growth’ which are
steep, and follow each closely, so therefore fatten at light weights and at early stages.
The Ryeland is excellent as a terminal sire, and the old crossings were traditionally the
Clun, Scots half-bred, and the Masham. Hopefully we will have some facts and figures
for this event, to show the true capabilities of the Ryeland, and have on show some
cross bred lambs, together with facts and figures. If any of you can help with this, and
if you do produce cross-bred lambs from a terminal Ryeland sire, and keep a record of
growth rates etc it may be very useful for us. I thank you in anticipation.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy Christmas, a
successful lambing season, and hope to meet lots of you when you show your sheep
this coming season.
Carole Shaw

Carlisle Sale Report
Having been nagged for months now to write a report I sit here trying to dissect what
was a great sale for the RFBS at Carlisle as part of the Rare and Native Breed Sale.
Arriving on the Friday afternoon, and not knowing fully what to expect as Chief
Steward, the pre show/sale team duly set up the pens with lot numbers etc. Our first
arrivals followed shortly and were duly inspected and marked up accordingly . A great
system has been developed up there over the past few years, so this was fully adopted
and tweaked a little
We met Heather from H&H who offered us a place nearer the pens for the judging the
next morning. After much deliberation we accepted this, but in hindsight probably left
us a bit short of room.
Next morning bright and early the volunteers from the North of England and Scotland
assembled as sheep arrived thick and fast. I must at this point praise our inspectors for
the thorough job they did and compliments from me on the efficiency of time.
Judging was started on time and our judges Carys Jones (Coloureds) and Patrick
Wilkinson (Ryelands) duly progressed through the classes.
And at a blink of an eye it was sale time. This is always difficult to monitor at the
Carlisle Sale as we follow another breed.
At the Sale, as expected, purchasers were selective on quality, and females for Ryelands and coloureds as per the rest of sales this Autumn, were easier to find homes
for. Rams were harder to place and it’s really time to look seriously at limiting the
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entries for these somehow (discussion for another day perhaps).
The auction staff are excellent at Carlisle and
make the sale run like clockwork in getting the
sale through on time.
Overall the quality of sheep in the northern
reaches of the UK for both sections of the RFBS
are superb and the Sale was complemented with
animals from elsewhere in the UK. The passion
for the Ryeland breed is well founded in the
north and will only help the breed reach out
further as the Sale develops.
It really helped things a lot having sheep correctly marked with stenciled numbers on arrival and
having 3 inspection teams assisting. An emergency stenciling team worked to mark the rest of
the sheep, many thanks to them (you know who
you are).
From an inspection team point, sheep were still
put forward with wrong tag numbers and sheep
were rejected for numerous faults on the day.
After the Appeals process was conducted nearly
all issues were resolved.
I really enjoyed my role as Chief Steward and all
that goes with it. It isn’t all sweetness and peace
-you have to deal with situations that not everybody will like. Decisions are made and people
have to accept them.
It only remains for me to thank everyone involved in making the sale at Carlisle, including 16
volunteers that gave their time freely - without
them we wouldn’t have the Sale.
I hope to be back next year if I’m asked to officiate and hope to tweak things to improve the
experience for both vendors and volunteers.
Look forward to seeing more people making the
pilgrimage north to what is rapidly becoming a
Jewel of a Sale in the North.
Steve Briggs
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Carlisle Show and Sale
Judge: P Wilkinson
Breeding Ewe
1 - Mrs D Milligan
2 - Mr I McNay & Ms B Rowan
3 - Mrs D Milligan
Shearling Ewe
1 - S Parry & S Whittaker
2 - Mrs A Robinson
3 - Mr AG & Mr M Pink
Ewe Lambs
1 - Mrs A Robinson
2 - Mrs A Robinson
3 - Mr I McNay & Ms B Rowan
Adult Ram
1 - Mrs P Barnes
2 - Mr AG & Mr M Pink
3 - Mr S Archer
Shearling Ram
1 - Mrs A Robinson
2 - Mr AG & Mr M Pink
3 - Mr AG and Mr M Pink
Ram Lamb
1 - Mrs A Robinson
2 - Caitlin Brownrigg
3 - Mr A Hunter Blair
Male Champion
Mrs A Robinson
Reserve
Mrs A Robinson
Female Champion
S Parry & S Whittaker
Reserve
Mrs A Robinson

Left: Ryeland Male Champion, bred and exhibited
by Alison Robinson. Centre,
Ryeland
judge,
Patrick Wilkinson, and
right, Ryeland Female
Champion, bred and exhibited by S Parry and S
Whittaker, handled here
by S Parry.
Photo: Justine Williams

MEMBER PROFILE
MARCHES RYELANDS - JOHN AND LIN WHITTALL
We have a small flock of Ryelands on the Herefordshire/Shropshire border. We came
into sheep relatively late in life. Farming was something Lin and I had always wanted
to do but living in the midlands in modern estate homes was not exactly conducive to
farming!
We had an opportunity about 12 years ago to swop our urban lifestyle for a rural one
and grabbed it with both hands! By now we were no longer in the first flush of youth
but we felt able to take on sheep and chickens.
Our first two sheep came from John and Grace Nugent, followed in the second year
with 2 more and a ram from Bob Webb. The ram, Dewi Fawr Defender bred by Pennie
Mee, was our main ram for many years.
Many more sheep followed and we peaked at about 40. Today we have 21 until
lambing increases our numbers once more.
HOW DID YOU GET INTO RYELANDS?
We chose Ryelands because they are our local breed. They also had a reputation for
being easy to handle and a good smallholder’s sheep. We don’t keep any other breeds.
WHAT IS YOUR ATTITUDE TO PRODUCING COLOURED LAMBS?
We have no problem with this as we love both Ryelands and Coloureds.
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WHEN DO YOU PLAN TO LAMB?
We aim for as early as possible but from mid-February tends to be the norm.
WHAT FACILITIES DO YOU HAVE?
As we only have a small barn and a field shelter we can only lamb a maximum of 6 at
any one time.
DO YOU HAVE ANY HELP?
Only emergency help from neighbours if needed. We invested in CCTV a few years ago
and find this helps enormously when lambing starts.
HAVE YOU EVER USED SPONGING OR AI?
No.
DO YOU SCAN?
Yes. Our rams go out with a raddle harness and we make a note of when individual
sheep are covered. We scan in December and that enables us to keep an accurate
record of when lambs are due and adjust feeding regimes as appropriate.

Ewes from the Marches Flock Photo: Lin Whittall
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WHAT PROPORTION DO YOU USUALLY SEND FOR MEAT AND DO YOU EAT YOUR OWN
MEAT?
Occasionally one or two don’t make the grade and we take them to our local abattoir
in pairs when they are at least 9 months old. We eat our own meat and occasionally
sell some to friends.
WHEN DO YOU SHEAR?
The show stock is usually shorn in January. Because we have limited indoor facilities
they are put out with waterproof lined coats. This has caused much hilarity in our
village over the years! The show ewes are shorn as soon as practicable after lambing
and the rest about May.
WHAT DO YOU DO WITH YOUR WOOL?
Lin selects out the best fleeces to keep and the rest make their way to the Wool Board
either via friends or our sheep shearer.
DESCRIBE YOUR PREPARATION ROUTINE OF YOUR SHOW SHEEP
They are washed about a week before the show and brought indoors a couple of days
beforehand for feet trimming, carding and trimming. Once trimmed we put jackets on
them to keep them clean.
DO YOU FEED HAY, HAYLAGE OR SILAGE?
Hay.
DO YOU MAKE ANY?
Yes. We have an arrangement with a neighbour. We put aside one of our paddocks
and they mow, tedder and bale it into small bales. We then split the bales between us.
We have done this for a number of years and it works very well.
WHAT CONCENTRATES DO YOU FEED?
Wynnstay RamMaster coarse mix.
HEALTH PRODUCTS AND ROUTINES
We use Rumenco Max Energy and Lamb and Ewe buckets. We alternate Group 2 and
Group 3 wormers as and when necessary, together with a flukicide in the autumn. We
prefer to use Levitape as the Group 2 wormer as it also deals with tapeworm. We treat
lambs routinely with Baycox for coccidiosis.
WHAT EQUIPMENT DO YOU HAVE?
Only a trimming stand and weighing crate.
ANY OTHER ADVICE FOR RYELAND BREEDERS?
Just enjoy your sheep!
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FLEECE AND YARN REPORT
The RFBS will be represented at two of the major
‘Wool’ events coming along in 2016:
Wonderwool Wales will be at the Royal Welsh
Showground, Builth Wells on Saturday 23rd and
Sunday 25th April (wonderwoolwales.co.uk) This
will be the first time we have had a stand at this
event. Many members visited the 2015 event as it
coincided with our AGM at the same venue. There
was a lot of favourable and enthusiastic feedback,
hence the move to participate. David Duggan and
Lin Whittall have offered to run the RFBS stand,
and are planning to have a pen of Ryeland sheep,
and a pen of Coloured Ryeland sheep, with a display area, a hand spinner, and some merchandise
in between. If you have Ryeland or Coloured Ryeland based merchandise which you would like featured on the stand, please contact David or Lin.
Fleeces (preferably shearling fleeces which are
most desirable to handspinners) need to be well
skirted and have any dirt and vegetable matter
removed. They also need be bagged and labelled
as to who they belong to.
The other event is, of course, Woolfest, at Cockermouth livestock market on Friday & Saturday
24th & 25th June (Woolfest.co.uk). We will have
our usual Ryeland Society stand there, amongst
the other livestock stands. Again, if you have appropriate items you would like featured on the
stand, please contact me.
Please do call by and say ‘hello’ to the RFBS stallholders at either event. If you are visiting for the
first time, you will be amazed at the variety and
breadth of things ‘wool related’ that
there are there to see and buy.
Tony Moore
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Kington Show
Ram
1 - J Nugent
2 - L Dawson & R Francis
3 - K & Q Jones
Ram Lamb
1 - RL & KJ Whitticase
2 - Ashgrove Ryelands
3 - S & L Ridge
Ewe
1 - K & Q Jones
2 - RL & KJ Whitticase
3 J Nugent
Ewe lamb
1 - Ashgrove Ryelands
2 - J Nugent
3 - S & L Ridge
Champion
RL & JK Whitticase
Reserve Champion
K & Q Jones
DORSET SHOW
Ram
1 - Lt Col & Mrs CW Charlton
2 - A Smith & C Retter
3 - A Smith & C Retter
Ram lamb
1 - A Smith & C Retter
2 - A Smith & C Retter
3 - Lt Col & Mrs CW Charlton
Ewe
1 - A Smith & C Retter
2 - H Price
3 - A Smith & C Retter
Ewe lamb
1 - A Smith & C Retter
2 - H Price
3 - Lt Col & MrsCW Charlton
Group of 3
1 - Lt Col & Mrs CW Charlton
2 - A Smith & C Retter
3 - S Lake

New Members 25.07.15 - 24.10.15
Ryeland
01986 - G. Body, The Farmhouse, Mains of Petmathen, Oyne, Insch, Aberdeenshire.
01987- A Oldridge, Kings Ride, Lower Assendon, Henley on Thames, Oxon, RG9 6AN
01988 - A Halling & K Parker, Dairy House, Compton Bassett, Calne, Wilts SN11 8RE
01989 - J Hamer, Upper Hathershelf Farm, Luddendenfoot, Halifax, Yorks, HX2 6JQ.
01990 - S Cumming and Ria Johnston, c/o 29 Balloch Road, Keith, Banffshire
01991 - Robert Duncan, Lakeside, Mountblairy, Banff, Aberdeenshire, AB45 3XN
01992 - Alan Matear, 9 Queens Avenue, Seatonm Workington, Cumbria, CA14 1DL
01993 - D Treharne, Green Plains Bungalow, Green Plains, Stepaside, Narberth, Pembs. SA67 8LT
01994 - J Feber, South Hollingworth Barn, Hollingworth Lane, Walsden, Todmorden,
West Yorks. OL14 6QY
01995 - D Gibbs, The Stables, Belchester, Leitholm, Coldstream, Berwickshire, TD12
4JB.
01996 - Steve Reed, 33 Clos Glanlliw, Pontlliw, Swansea, SA4 9DW.
01997 - Janie Bell, Whitwell Hall, Whitwell on the Hill, York, N Yorks. YO60 7JJ
01998 - Amanda Mophet, Banks Farm Cottage, Merrybank Lane, Huby, Nr Leeds, N
Yorks, LS17 0ET.
01999 - Marilyn Hoare, Huntington House Lodge, Huntington House Drive, Hindhead,
Surrey, GU26 6BG
02000 - Stephanie McTaggart, Garwald, Corse Hill, Haugh of Urr, Castle Douglas,
Dumfries & Galloway, DG7 3YE.
02001 - Kate & Guy Bolger, North Cote Farm, Selside, North Yorks. BD24 0HZ
02002 - J&J Scott, Meikle Ittington Farm Ardrosson, Ayrshire, KA22 7NX
02003 - J & D Singleton, 1 Marina Grove, Penwortham, Preston, Lancs, PR1 9TN
02004 - Oli Gladstone, Eastleigh, Greenfield Close, Joys Green, Glos. GL17 9RD.

Coloured Ryeland
552C - Simon Gilbert, Golwg yr Haul, Brecon Road, Pen y Cae, Swansea, SA9 1YR
553C - S & J Thorold, Slade Holding, Market Weston Road, Thelnetham, Diss, Norfolk,
IP22 1JJ
554C - Max McAlpin Baker, Lower Farm House, New House Lane, Polverbatch,
Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY5 8DE
555C - Granville Parry, Dan yr Ogof Farm, Abercrave, Swansea, Powys, SA9 1GJ
556C - John & Emma Grant, Rowan Croft, 5 Tirryside, Lairg, Sutherland, IV27 4DL.
557C - Holly Riley, Grange Farm, Military Road, Newport, Hampshire, PO30 4DA.
558C - Richard Broughton, Coedteg Farm, Nant y Glyn Road, Colwyn Bay, Conwy, LL29
6AB
559C - J&J Scott, Meikle Ittington Farm Ardrosson, Ayrshire, KA22 7NX
560C - Oli Gladstone, Eastleigh, Greenfield Close, Joys Green, Glos. GL17 9RD.
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561C - Rachael Kemp, 10 Penmark Farm, Penmark, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan.
562C - Cheslie G Peck, Maesgwyn, Bridell, Cardigan, Pembrokeshire, SA43 3DG
563C - Mr S Gray & Mrs D Smillie-Gray, Oakberrow, Stoneyard Green, Coddington,
Ledbury, HR8 1JR
564C - RL & PA Whitticase, BInwilken, Pentrenant, Churchskoke, Powys, SY15 6TG.

Non Flock Owner
NF24 - Henk-Jan Westhoff, Groeneweg13, Holland, 6999AW

Summary from the Council Meeting - 24th October 2015
• Fleece and yarn group- It was proposed that the Society should take a stand at
Wonderwool Wales next year and Council sanctioned funding for this and a stand at
Woolfest.
• Judging Standards Sub Committee – It was reported that the first workshop for
trainee judges would take place the following day.
• National Show 2016 – The Committee agreed that the 2015 event at Tenbury Wells
had been very successful and it was agreed that the National Show for 2016 would
again be held at Tenbury. The Committee will endeavour to ensure all sheep will be
under cover if at all possible.
• Annual Show and Sale at Ludlow –discussion generally highlighted one or two areas
for improvement of the facilities. It was also felt it would be useful for the June
newsletter to contain an article aimed particularly at educating new members who
may be fairly new to keeping sheep.
• Annual Journal – the possibility was discussed of producing an annual journal which
would contain flock adverts. Breeders to pay for advertising space which would
cover the costs of production. The feasibility of producing such a booklet will be
looked into further.
• AGM – it was agreed that the AGM would probably take place at the Moredun
Institute near Edinburgh.
•Society merchandise – the merchandise currently available is selling well and it was
suggested that we extend the range. This will be looked into.
• NSA Sheep Event 2016 –There was discussion about the merits of the Society taking
a stand at this event and the Committee voted in favour of doing so.
• Death of Joe Henson – the Society agreed to make a donation of £50 to the Charity
Useful Vision, in his memory. Mr Henson was the founder of the Rare Breeds Survival
Trust.
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HEREFORDSHIRE AND THE MARCHES RYELAND
SHEEP GROUP
FLOCK COMPETITION
The Herefordshire Ryeland Group was formed
over 20 years ago as a social group for breeders
of Ryelands who lived in the county. Strawberry
Teas, Barbeques, and other social activities were
held where they could meet and talk Ryelands.
As a regional group the Herefordshire Ryeland
Group met and instigated local learning days, the
first was held at Hereford Market in June this year
and those invited were from Herefordshire and
bordering counties. This was really well received
and from that the name change came into being.
The group this year not only held the Open Day,
but also held a Show in conjunction with Bromyard Gala which was really successful with 85
entries from Ryelands and Coloureds. The judge
on the day Tim Ward from Powys was very impressed with the quality of the sheep forward and
also delighted with the number of our younger
breeders exhibiting their sheep, and certainly
showing some of the old timers how it is done.
The ethos of this show is for novice breeders – so
no sheep who have won Championships are eligible to compete.

Results - Hereford Group Flock
Competition
Ryeland Section
Best Ram
1 - Arberth Nightspeed, R Hawnt,
Ashgrove Flock
2 - Ruslin Superstar , I Rollings,
Rhos Flock
3 - Mansel Utah, I Harris, Grendon Flock
Best Small Flock (up to 10 ewes)
1 - Marches Flock, J & L Whittall
2 - Upper Maund Flock, V & S
Gumble
3 - Castelle Flock, J Levington &
M Cane
Best Large Flock
1 - Oakberrow Flock, S Gray & D
Smillie-Gray
2 - Ashgrove Flock, R Hawnt
3 - Minton Flock, R Leake
Champion Ryeland Flock
Oakberrow Flock
Runner up
Ashgrove Flock
Coloured Ryeland Section
Best Ram
1 - Ashley Moor Hall Venezuela T
Preece, Billbo Flock
2 - Glanrhocca Nathaniel, B Summerfield, Ashley Moor Hall.
3 - Malt Kiln Vinnie, F Newall, All
New Flock
Best Flock
1 - Ashley Mooor Hall Flock, B.
Summerfield
2 - All New Flock, F Newall
3 - Billbo Flock, T Preece

Steve Gray (left) being presented with the award for
the champion flock (Oakberrow) by Clive Davies
(right) who judged the competition.
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From that – this will be the third year – we hold an annual Flock Competition – which
is also a great learning tool. This year our judge was Clive Davies of Westwood
Herefords and Shropshire Sheep. However Clive is well known as the Livestock Commentator at CountryTastic held over Easter holidays at Three Counties Showground
and Royal Three Counties Show in June.
The presentation of the awards took place at Ashgrove Ryelands by kind permission of
Rosie Hawnt. Clive gave great feedback to everyone .
Doreen Smillie-Gray.

Hereford Group Flock Competition Winners: Photo: Lin Whittall

From the Vets
EARLY DEATHS IN LAMBS
The lambing season will soon be upon us. This is traditionally the busiest time of year
on many farms and is therefore an appropriate time to discuss problems associated
with the lambing period. This article will concentrate on the important subject of
PERINATAL LAMB MORTALITY (lamb deaths around the time of lambing).
PERINATAL LAMB MORTALITY ACCOUNTS FOR THE HIGHEST LOSSES IN THE LAMB
PRODUCTION CYCLE. Losses of 15% or more are common in many flocks. This article
will discuss some of the commonest causes of early death in lambs, namely:
1. Hypothermia
2. Starvation
3. Watery Mouth
The role of other factors such as dystocia (difficult lambing), lambing injuries and
abortion will not be discussed here.
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1. HYPOTHERMIA
This is a more significant problem for outdoor flocks
as a result of exposure. However, it is encountered
in housed flocks especially when combined with the
birth of lamb triplets and quads. Small lambs born
into a cold environment are more at risk especially if
coupled with wet conditions. Individual lambs from
multiple births may be under a particular disadvantage especially if they are immature, weak, and fail
to compete for their mother’s licking and grooming
attention. This maternal behaviour normally encourages early sucking reflex for essential colostrum.
Bigger lambs are at risk after a difficult lambing
especially if coupled with breathing difficulties.
Lambs born from ewes in poor condition are also at
risk especially if the lambs themselves are also in
poor condition.
Hypothermia can be checked by taking rectal temperature. This is the most reliable method for making a diagnosis. A simple animal thermometer is all
that’s needed. If you haven’t used this technique
previously then please seek instruction – try your
vet! The normal temperature range for a lamb is
102-104o F (39-40oC). A reading below 99oF (37oC)
indicates severe hypothermia.
Hypothermia is responsible for around HALF the
deaths of lambs in the first few days of life.
2. STARVATION
Starvation is usually manifested as delayed hypothermia which occurs in lambs over 6 to 12 hours old
which have failed to suck and subsequently run out
of energy reserve. The lamb is losing heat faster than
it can be produced. Lack of activity is usually the first
sign that a lamb is starved and is losing heat.
3. WATERY MOUTH
This occurs when the lamb is a few day old. It is
usually caused by E. coli infection. Affected lambs
14

Results - Brecon Show
Judge: N Morgan
Ram
1 - RA & AM Howell
2 - A Davies
Ram lamb
1 - A Davies
2 - RA& AM Howell
3 - RA & AM Howell
Ewe
1 - A Davies
2 - RA &AM Howell
Shearling ewe
1 - RA & AM Howell
2 - RA & AM Howell
3 - A Davies
Ewe lamb
1 - RA & AM Howell
2 - A Davies
3 RA & AM Howell
Group of three
RA & AM Howell
Champion - RA & AM Howell
Reserve Champion - A Davies
MASHAM SHOW
Ram lamb
1 - A & M Pink
2 - J Long
3 - J Walker
Ram
1 - RM & PJ Dodsworth
2 - J Long
Ewe lamb
1 - RM & PJ Dodsworth
2 - J Long
3 = J Long
Shearling ewe
1 RM & PJ Dodsworth
2 RM & PJ Dodsworth
3 - J Walker
Ewe
1 - J Walker

Group of Three
1 - RM & PJ Dodsworth
2 - J Long
Champion
RM & PJ Dodsworth
Wool on the hoof
RM & PJ Dodsworth
Burwarton Show
Group of three
1 - A Davies
2 - R L & K J Whitticase
3 - Ashgrove Ryelands
Ram
1 - K & T Wright
2 - S Gray & D Smillie Gray
3 - J Nugent
Shearling ram
1 - S Swankie
2 - K & T Wright
3 - J Nugent
Ram lamb
1 - Ashgrove Farm
2 - S Swankie
3 - R L & K J Whitticase
Ewe
1 - S Gray & D Smillie Gray
2 - S Quigley
3 - A Davies
Shearling ewe
1 - S Swankie
2 - A Ryder
3 - A Davies
Ewe lamb
1 - A Davies
2 - S Gray & D Smillie Gray
3 - Ashgrove Farm
Untrimmed lamb
1 - S Ridge
2 - S Gray & D Smillie Gray
3 - Ashgrove Farm
Champion - K & T Wright
Res Champion - S Swankie

are cold, listless, wet around the mouth, possibly
collapsed and often have a distended (swollen) stomach which “rattles” (hence “rattle belly”) when the
lamb is shaken. The lamb is initially infected by swallowing large number of bacteria (E. coli) from its
mother’s fleece and the bedding during the first few
hours of life. Watery Mouth is probably responsible
for about 1 in 5 deaths of very young lambs born
indoors.
The general management (prevention and treatment)
of hypothermia, starvation and E. coli infection depends on the following THREE ESSENTIAL steps immediately after lamb birth:
1. ADEQUATE COLOSTRUM – the adequate provision of good quality colostrum is the KEY to lamb
survival. Its importance cannot be over emphasised. Lamb losses occur because of too little
colostrum (often none), or colostrum given too
late. A healthy lamb needs 50mls of good colostrum for every Kg bodyweight within the first 6
hours of life. This should be given via a lamb
stomach tube – please seek advice regarding correct procedure to avoid complications. This
needs repeating every 6 hours if the lamb still
hasn’t suckled. Colostrum can be obtained from
milking the ewe, from frozen ewe colostrum,
frozen cow colostrum (not as good), or a proprietary colostrum substitute that can be purchased.
It is inadvisable to stomach tube a lamb that is
completely collapsed and cannot lift or support
its own head. It’s better to inject these with a
dextrose (glucose) solution into the abdominal
cavity and then tubing once they can lift their
heads. I would recommend that you seek advice
regarding this from your own vet before attempting. It’s a simple and effective technique but
does need to be done correctly! Therefore consult your vet for advice and training.
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2. DRYING OFF – it is essential to thoroughly dry off fluids on the coat of the lamb if the
ewe fails to. This will prevent heat loss and aids in stimulating the lamb.
3. SUPPLEMENTARY HEAT – If the lamb chills (temperature falls to or below 99oF (37oC)
then it needs to be warmed. There are a variety of methods that can achieve this
with a simple overhead heat lamp being the most common. Do be careful NOT to
cook the lamb(s)!! This can be checked by taking the rectal temperature of the lamb
with a thermometer ensuring it doesn’t exceed 104oF (40oC).
If you think that your lambs are suffering from Watery Mouth I strongly advise that you
contact your vet. There are additional preventative measures that can be carried out.
In addition your vet can advise the correct treatment for lambs already affected by the
condition.
Finally a quick word on hygiene and navel dressing. A condition called “joint ill” where
lambs suffer from wet, swollen infected navels, swollen stiff joints and possibly internal
abscesses in the stomach and liver is caused by poor hygiene. This can often lead to ill
thrift, chronic lameness and possibly death. Ideally ewes about to lamb are placed in
clean disinfected pens that have been mucked out since the previous ewe and lamb.
The lamb’s navel should be treated as soon as possible after birth. This should be done
with either a strong iodine solution or an appropriate antibiotic spray (usually oxytetracycline based). Navel dressing is an essential procedure in the management of the
new born lamb.
Best of luck for the 2016 lambing season. I look forward to seeing some of your lambs
at the shows.
Ifan Lloyd MRCVS
Photo: Lin Whittall

Merry Christmas &
Best Wishes for 2016
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Coloured Ryeland News

Welcome to the December issue of Coloured Ryeland News.
Articles in this edition include:
• A fascinating piece by Marian Thornett detailing CR history
• A write up from Val Howells on the successful Open Day at Kim Dolden’s,
• A ‘fangtastic’ tale from Chris Smyth,
• A great write up by Liz and Steve Rowe of the Training Day they held,
•A list of 2016 show judges,
If you have any articles for inclusion in future issues (or any suggestions), please get in
touch with me at hollyprice127@gmail.com. The deadline for the Spring edition will
be: 24/02/2016
Happy Christmas and all the best for lambing 2016 – I look forward to hearing of your
new additions in the New Year!
With best wishes,
Holly
CR Editor

Coloured Ryeland Sub Committee
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Andy McVicar
01686 610615 Carol Bateman 01874 636549
Committee members
Ruth Mills
01584 711489 Jana Peach
01686 440636
Sue McVicar
01686 610615 Paula Wills
01736 786173
Valerie Howells
01268 961260 Kim Dolden
01621 288131
Marian Thornett (hon. Secretary)
01597 823013
Coloured Ryeland Newsletter Editor
Holly Price
07543 424805 hollyprice127@gmail.com
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The History of Coloured Ryelands
Looking back to the beginning
Some members might be interested to know what the Coloured Ryeland Flock Book
looked like when sheep were first registered in 1989- 95. In those days CR registrations
were printed on a loose sheet and inserted in the back of the Ryeland Flock Book, and,
as one would expect, they soon became lost.
At that time in 1989, it is amazing to find there were only 4 members listed on this
loose sheet: Pam Bateman, Ann Dewey, Mrs.Nicholson and Bob Webb. Bob had been
pressing Council to allow coloured sheep to be registered and the first sheet contained
only 13 females, not necessarily ewe lambs, as some dated back to a few years before
this. There were also 5 rams; Nedge Zenith (Ryeland), Teme Dandy 3, Delaroc Freckle
1, Delaroc Freddie 2 and Oakham Zephyr (Ryeland).
In 1990/1, members had increased to 11 including Jo Walch and Olwen Veevers with
36 ewes and 10 rams. Names included Aytoe Joshua 4, Jupiter 5, Cheyney Herbert 6,
Clynnog Corky 7, Somerford Ferdy 11 and Teme Bar None 12. By 1992 there were 13
members, 34 ewes and 10 rams, some born between 1982 and 1988 with names such
as Somerford Fitzroy 32, Teme Bar One 19 and Teme Luke 37 added to the gene pool.
By this time there were also rams such as Aytoe Marksman 39, Somerford Mercury 43
and Somerford Meteor 44.
In 1993 there were 21
members with registrations for 50 ewes and 10
rams and in 1994 numbers had gone up to 29
members with 52 ewes
and 10 rams with a slight
drop in 1995 to 28 members, 47 ewes and 5
rams.
Then in 1996 the loose
sheets were discontinued and CR registrations
were included in the
main Ryeland Flock Book
for the first time. During
this year the prices of
CRs at Ludlow Show and
Sale were recorded –
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rams averaging £52.50 (2 sold out of 3 entered), ram lambs – 4 entered, none sold, so
no price given; ewes averaged £57.25 (6 sold out of 13) and ewe lambs £63.00 (only 1
sold out of 5). After that, as the years went on, the number of Coloured flocks began
to slowly increase as more and more people fell in love with them.
From the very first Flock number which was Bob Webb as S1C, the latest number (at
the time of writing) is 558C. Many have of course fallen by the wayside, but the
Coloured flock numbers will soon be approaching 300.
There is a well-known saying “out of little acorns oak trees grow” and this is so true for
the Coloured Ryeland flock today. Anyone who is interested in looking up the full
pedigrees of their sheep will almost certainly find the names of the above rams
somewhere, unless of course your stock comes entirely from Ryeland parents. There
are only 3 of the original pioneers still in the Society – Pam Bateman, Olwen Veevers
and of course Bob Webb. It is to them that we owe the existence of our national
Coloured Flock today.
Marian Thornett
Hon. Secretary, Coloured Ryeland Sub-Committee.
Members are reminded that Marian Thornett keeps a list of all Coloured
Ryeland sheep for sale and wanted, so please contact her at
john.thornett@btopenworld.com if you have anything for sale. Please remember to inform her if/when you sell the animals so that they can be removed

A Day of Sheepy Fun in the South East
Well we did it! With some trepidation Kim and I organised the first informal meeting
of Ryeland and Coloured Ryeland keepers in the southeast region. I had gone through
the members list in the Flock Book of Coloured Ryeland Members (the only flock book
I have) and sent email invitations to everyone, which equated to about 25 members.
We also sent invitations to everyone we had sold lambs to over the past couple of
years in Sussex, Kent, Essex and Norfolk. The response from new Members in the
breed was terrific! We had about 30 attendees (most of these new breeders).
The venue at Kim and Mark’s was amazing and the three of us worked hard to set it all
up on the Saturday, with everyone arriving from 10:30 am on the Sunday.We had our
Shearer/shepherd, Michael Hull, giving a talk and a question and answer session
around the sheep pens which went down very well and everyone said they learnt a lot,
which was good. Anne Lambert (from Rusper Southdowns) made the two hour Journey
from Horsham to do a trimming demonstration which was so good of her and she
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answered questions on husbandry as well.
[[show tyrimming.JPG]]
We all had an amazing barbeque lunch cooked by Kim’s
daughter, Kelly, and some ‘to
die for’ sweet puddings
cooked and donated by Carol
Jaques. We had planned a
sort of ring craft session after
lunch but some people had
to go early and everyone else
was happy sitting around
talking, getting to know each
Foot Trimming demonstration at the South East Event
other and asking questions
organised by Val Howells and Kim Dolden
(time flew by!). I had printed
out the Donovan’s article of a few years back on show etiquette which people were
interested in and also an article on parasite control written by Kim’s goat vet.
Everyone seemed to really enjoy themselves and wanted to keep in touch. The consensus was to keep it on an informal basis, setting up an email group and maybe a
Facebook page, as there is quite a distance to travel for some. We shall have to see
what happens but the first steps have been made. There was a lot of interest from new
members having a go at showing next year which will be great! RFBS membership
forms were taken and filled out by quite a few people as well. It all wrapped up at
about 4pm and after doing all the clearing up we collapsed at about 7pm but really felt
we had achieved something and I have had some lovely emails and texts from people
saying how much they enjoyed it.
I thought showing was tiring
enough but I have never felt so
tired from 2 days in my life!
…But happy! Thank you to everyone who attended and made
it worth the effort.
Val Howells
Shadowlands Flock

Show Trimming workshop run by Ann Lambert of
Rusper Southdowns.
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A ‘Fangtastic’ Tale from Bonnie Scotland
RFBS Facebook members might already be aware of a little lamb from Scotland who
stole the heart of the internet – Introducing, “Vampire Lamb”…

As usual around lambing-time, Ricky was doing her rounds with the camera. When I
saw the one of 'Vampire' I thought that it was quite amusing, so I stuck it on the
Scottish Group Facebook page, with (hopefully) an amusing caption -" Milk! Milk! …I'd
rather have a nice Chianti and some chopped liver".
Dan Champion saw it and re-posted in on the photo-sharing site, Imgur, where it
clocked up 650,000 views in 9 hours, ending up with about 1.2 million views and a
good few thousand 'shares’, so it had started to go 'viral.
RFBS member, Helen Griffith then noticed that US artist 'Heavygrinder' had posted it
on her page, so that was another million! There then followed a fair number of similar
postings on sites and pages that specialise in amusing pictures, such as Google's 'Joke
of the day' (198 million) and Countryfile's online magazine. Altogether, these must
have amounted to a good many million views, but with all of the 'sharing' involved, it's
almost impossible to put an accurate figure on it. Suffice to say that for a four day old
lamb, he'd almost certainly been seen by more people than any previous Ryeland.
New York artist, Angie Jones took a fancy to him and produced a neat 'Little Vampire'
cartoon figure (as shown), so I got in touch with her to thank her for that one. With all
of this going on around the world, I thought that I really should contact our local paper
'The Galloway Gazette', who promptly stuck the story on their Facebook page, and I
thought that that would be the end of it…
I was wrong! Clearly there must be quite close links between the various newspapers,
because, within a couple of days, both the Scottish versions of 'The Sun' and 'The Daily
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Mail' had featured him, and this was rounded off with him appearing on the front page
of 'The Gazette' (which was quite a fitting end to his 'World Tour'!).
As summer progressed, we thought that we'd show him at the Scottish Ryeland Show,
which was at Dumfries this year. He did well, and won his class there, but fared even
better a few days later, when he was placed as 'Best CR.' at our local show, Wigtown!

With sale times approaching, he was advertised and was quickly snapped up by John
and Emma Grant who run a croft near Lairg, at the eastern end of Loch Shin, Sutherland. He journeyed up there with some nice Lightwater girls and two from the Barony
flock. I'm sure that they will attract a fair deal of interest up there, and possibly at the
local shows too.
Chris Smyth
Barony Flock
Corrections: Please note the following corrections from the September 2015 Newsletter
• Pg 31 - second photo down - handler of Barony Trickie Dickie is Malcolm Hoggarth
and not as stated.
• Pg 26 - results, Three Counties Rare Breeds Day. Results for the Coloured Ryeland
Ewe Lamb class, fourth place was J Mackie and not as stated.
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A Successful Training Day in Somerset
On the 10th October a small group of us were lucky enough to be regaled with tales
from the past by a very well-respected show judge, Mr David Brewer. He kindly gave
up some of his time to explain to us his own method of judging sheep both in and out
of the ring.
He gave us practical hands-on instruction and, as a vet, the reasoning behind his
decisions based on the structure of the sheep. We pulled several sheep from our flock
for discussion and after a short lunch continued looking at sheep, ending with a judging
competition. For those of us game to have a go, a group of three were shown and then
put in order of preference attempting to match Mr Brewer’s own choice.
It was encouraging to see that several got it right and the majority left saying they were
inspired to have a go themselves on their own flocks when they got home. With a
lifetime’s experience, Mr Brewer was able to stimulate our thought processes and
share with us skills that would enable us to select suitable stock for future showing,
breeding and meat production. He taught us the importance of good conformation as
your starting block and the ability to recognise it using a hands-on approach.
Stories of old shepherding techniques added to the delight of the day and we appreciated the chance to spend time with such a lovely and knowledgeable gentleman. We
are keen to share sheep-related skills and are happy to hold training days for anyone
in need of a venue in the South West. A future session could be based on show
trimming? We can be contacted on 01460 241126.
Liz & Steve Rowe
Stembridge Flock

2016 Show Judges (and Reserves) for separate CR Classes
The table below lists judges for 2016 shows (other shows may be announced at a later date). Reserve judges have been asked to judge in 2017.
Date

Show

May 21st/22nd Royal Welsh Smallholders
June 1st/2nd
Stafford County
June 18th
Three Counties Main
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Judge

Reserve

John Reed
Laura Howell
Susan Bryden

Suzanne Donovan
Carol Bateman
Carys Jones

Date

Show

Judge

19th

June
Three Counties RBST
June 19th
Cranleigh
June 29th/30th Royal Norfolk
July 18th/21st Royal Welsh
July 26th
Ryedale
August 4th
Honiton
August 4th
Burwarton
August 6th
National Show (Tenbury)
August 6th
Emley
August 7th
Tockwith
August 13th
Halifax
August 13th
Llyswen
August 14th
Ripley
August 25th (or now July 1st)
August 27th
Ludlow Show & Sale
Sept 3rd
Sept 3rd/4th
Sept 10th
Sept 10th
Sept 17th
Late September

Sennybridge
Dorset County
Kington
Findon Sheep Fair
Carlisle Show & Sale
Masham

Reserve

Carol Bateman
S or J Donovan
To be confirmed
John Donovan
Stephen Hipps
Simon Donovan Andy McVicar
To be confirmed
To be confirmed
Andy McVicar
Steve Bradbury
Carys Jones
John Reed
To be confirmed
To be confirmed
To be confirmed
Steve Gray
Laura Howell
To be confirmed
Monmouth
To be confirmed
Pennie Mee
Carol Bateman
Wool on Hoof/Fleeces: Olwen Veevers
Randal Lewis
Tom Evans
To be confirmed
Ifan Lloyd
Andy McVicar
Andy McVicar
Doreen Smillie
Stephen Hipps
Susan Bryden
To be confirmed

Shows qualifying for the Bob Webb Points Trophy (the Northern Breeders Group and
Scottish Group have their own Points Trophies):
Royal Welsh Smallholders
Stafford County
Three Counties Main
Three Counties RBST

Royal Welsh
National Show (Tenbury)
Burwarton
Llyswen
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Monmouth
Sennybridge
Kington

How to Complete Your Flock Survey Online
Step 1- Access Pedeweb: Go to the RFBS website www.ryelandfbs.com and click the
link for the online flock book.

Type in your member number and password. If you have mislaid this or would like to
change it please email the Society.
Step 2 - The next screen is the animal search screen. Click on the link to ‘Manage your
flock’ and confirm your email address.

Step 3: A list of menu options (listed below) will be displayed
The menu options are;
1. Births
2. Deaths/slaughters
3. Transfers
4. Identification of Animals for Sale/Hire/AI
5. Survey
6. View / Change contact details
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Click on the link for Survey
A list of all the animals the system thinks you own will be displayed.

Step 4: Every animal MUST have a tick in one of the three boxes before it will allow you
to submit. The easiest way to do this is to click on ‘tick all animals as alive’ then work
through the list and change the ones you have sold or are dead, as you go along.
When you are happy with the list click on submit. The submit box is situated at the
bottom of the survey screen.

That will take you to a summary screen:
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Step 5: If you click on submit, the animals you marked as died will be flagged as dead
and the sold animals will no longer appear in your flock listing. If you decide that you
are not quite ready to submit your survey, click on quit.
Step 6; If you have purchased animals since you submitted your last survey that do not
appear on your flock list, please email the Secretary at info@ryelandfbs.com to notify
that these sheep are now in you ownership.
The survey will be available to complete online from now until 30th April 2016. Please
take a few minutes to look at it and do it online if you can. It is much more efficient and
saves a huge amount of office time.
Dot Tyne, Secretary
2016 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The next AGM will take place on Saturday, 7 May just outside Edinburgh.
I have researched travel arrangements and we could run a bus leaving Hereford on
Friday 6th May at 10 am, proceeding up the A49, calling on the way to pick people
up, joining the M6 to travel north to Scotland, calling wherever required along the
M6. The bus will return on Sunday, 8th May via the reverse route.
Provided I have enough interest the cost for the return journey would be £50 per
person and will only be feasible if people have paid me by 1 February 2016. Please
let me know if you are interested.
You will need to book your own accommodation somewhere near the Royal Highland Showground and I understand there is some reasonable accommodation in
the area.
Please send cheques made payable to the RFBS to me at the The Lodge, Amestrey,
Leominster, Herefordshire, HR6 9SU. Cheques will not be cashed until I know I
have sufficient numbers to ensure the trip is self-financing and viable.
David Duggan
07790 704674 or email dannyboy@topmail.co.uk
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Notices for Members
2015 Sheep Survey : If you received this newsletter by post, you will find your 2015
sheep survey enclosed. Please complete the form as fully and as accurately as possible.
For those of your who take an electronic version, the survey can also be completed
online - please see pages 25 - 27 of this publication for guidance on how to complete
it.
Please return the completed forms (or submit online) as soon as possible but before
30th April at the latest. If you did not complete last year’s survey, please make an extra
effort to do it this year.
2016 Subscription Reminder: Also included in this mailing is an reminder for your 2016
membership subscription. If you have signed up to pay annually by Banker’s Order,
most payments are made on the 6th January If you have not taken up the Banker’s
Order option, please consider doing so - members paying by this method receive a £5
discount on the annual fee. Please send your subscription by whatever method, before
the 31st March. If your fee is not paid by this date you will be removed from the mailing
list. Also included on the reminder is an opportunity for you to check that the contact
details the RFBS holds for you are correct. Please let the Secretary know if any
corrections are required.
Sheep Registrations: In July 2015, RFBS Council made a decision to move towards
moving all sheep registration applications online. It was agreed that from 24th July 2015,
all new members would have to apply to register their sheep online, and to extend this
to all RFBS members from 1st November 2016. Arrangements will be put in place to
assist those members that will find this difficult. More details to follow in a later edition
of the newsletter.
Newsletter in Colour: There is a simple way to receive your Society newsletter in colour.
Sign up to have your copy of the newsletter sent by email and you will be able to view
or print a full colour version. Simply email info@ryelandfbs.com to request your
newsletter by email. This will also help to minimize costs and reduce the impact on the
environment.
2016 Year Letter: Advance notice that the year letter for lambs born in 2016 will be W.
Annual General Meeting 2016: This year it will be the turn of the Scottish region to
host the AGM. The date of the meeting is Saturday 7th May 2016 The venue is yet to be
confirmed. Further details to follow in due course.
Next Council Meeting: The next meeting of Council takes place on 9th January 2016. If
you have any issues you would like Council to discuss, please contact the Secretary by
Saturday 4th January.
Wishing you all a happy and prosperous 2016!
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